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UCA 
Newsletter of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group Inc. 

                                                                   June.2017, no.6 

 

From our President. 

The Wetlands has had a welcome invasion of young people and their families anxious to take part 

in the ECO-Hunt that has been organised as a holiday experience by the Sunshine Coast Council. 

QuestaGam is fun and easy. Bring your phone / Tablet, down load the app, and start your nature 

search. There are prizes to be won as well. At the Sanctuary Information Centre there will be a 

friendly person to help you with any questions that you have. 

I hope that you are seriously considering becoming more involved in the Group, either by 

nominating for the Committee at the AGM in August or becoming a volunteer at the Information 

Centre on a Sunday every few months. It is a pleasant way to spend a few hours and you meet 

the nicest people. 

Robin. 
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At The Sanctuary – May, 2017 

Robyn Howard 

It is still a real pleasure to walk in the forests and see the beautiful, abundant, fresh greens 

everywhere.  Some of the plants have grabbed the opportunity and have buds and flowers, although 

it is not their normal season.  The Estuary Mistletoe is in bloom.  Early in the month, it was a very 

poor showing, but by the end of the month, it was far healthier.  It taps into the sap of the host tree 

for its sustenance, and in the poor conditions, sap flow was probably limited, resulting in low flower 

production, but once sap flow improved after rain, so did the health of the mistletoe.  The big old 

Grey Mangrove near the shelter shed on the riverbank did not fare well in the summer and several 

of its branches have died, making it less handsome.  It is an ancient tree so I hope it recovers well.  

The leaves of some White Cedar trees are turning yellow, preparing for their autumn fall.  The White 

Cedar is one of our few deciduous or semi-deciduous trees in this region.  

 

The birds have been singing loudly and flitting about, seemingly enjoying life.  The Scarlet 

Honeyeaters have frequented the canopy, the Spectacled Monarchs are still beside the early part 

of the walking track, Brown Thornbills have been issuing their little trills, and the Brown Gerygones 

have been calling as they hover at the edge of foliage.  The Noisy Pitta has not been heard during 

the day, but is searching for food on the forest floor.  I found a male Golden Whistler with a young 

bird just beginning the change to his adult plumage.  It seemed the adult was teaching the young 

bird its calls.  The adult did a call, the young bird repeated it.  This happened several times, and 

then the adult did a new call, again repeated by the young bird.  Two more repetitions, and the adult 

flew off.  A family group of Red-backed Fairy-wrens chased insects through the Mangrove Ferns in 

the Melaleuca forest, not their normal habitat.  Nearby, a Lewin’s Honeyeater was checking under 

the leaves of the Cotton Trees, finding plenty of snacks. 

 

A pair of White-bellied Sea-Eagles flew about in graceful patterns for a week or so, honking 

rhythmically, and then only one bird was is flight.  The female must now be incubating on a nest.  A 

pair of Brahminy Kites slowly glided over the river before alighting in a tree on the far bank of the 

river.  A Striated Heron lurked amongst the mangrove roots, freezing in position so I would not notice 

it, while one of the Azure Kingfishers flew swiftly past the crab viewing platform.  A Sacred Kingfisher 

perched in a Grey Mangrove, but made no sound.  The Mangrove Gerygones sang softly.  Many 

Scaly-breasted Lorikeets have come from higher altitudes to avail themselves of the Melaleucas 

which are in bloom.   

 

Most of the fungi now visible are those on dead woods.  I photographed one which fascinated me 

with its hairy appearance.  Judith identified it as a “Hairy Trumpet” (Lentinus fasciatus) – very aptly 

named.  She tells me it will be found on dead wood, and this was the case, found at the end of a 

small dead branch of an Orange Mangrove. 

 

Crabs have been continuing to feed on the mud flats, especially the Orange-clawed Fiddlers.  It 

seems that there are lots out of their burrows no matter what time of day it is.  A couple of species 

which were not prevalent for a couple of months (Red-fingered Marsh Crab and Pacific Blue 

Sentinel), have again been active above ground, though the former seems quite skittish, 

disappearing at any movement.   
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Many molluscs are in the mud near the crab hides, and some have climbed up onto leaves.  Mud 

whelks are amongst the roots of the Orange Mangroves. 

 

 

 

 
Scrambling Clerodendrum (Clerodendrum inerme) blossoming out of season 

 

 

 

 
Hairy Trumpet (Lentinus fasciatus) 
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The rain breathed fresh life into the mosses on this casuarina near the riverbank 

 

 

 

 

 
One of the Red-fingered Marsh Crabs tried to hide under a log. 
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            Unidentified mollusc on River Mangrove leaf. 

 

 

 

Secrets from our motion activated cameras. 
For some time now there have been motion activated cameras placed at strategic places through 

the Sanctuary to capture images of what is around when we are not. Some of the images are of a 

quality unsuitable for reproduction here. For example, we know that the Noisy Pitta is around at 

times and has been seen by some lucky few people. The camera has caught him but the image is 

poor. Others are suitable to reproduce. Thanks George for overseeing this ongoing project.  
Judith.  

  
Eastern Whipbird.                                                                White-browed Scrubwren. 
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Swamp Wallaby 

This is our largest native animal at the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary, standing to 850 mm.  

Although common along the whole east coast of Australia, they are not seen regularly.  Near the 

river, the Salt-water Couch provides a good source of food, and they leave their cover in thicker 

vegetation after sunset to graze throughout the night.  During the day, they browse on the foliage of 

shrubs and ferns.  Their typical footprints may occasionally be seen in softer mud. 

Robyn. 
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World Environment Day Report 

2017 

Once again, the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group Inc. was represented at the annual 

World Environment Day Festival which was held at Cotton Tree, Maroochydore on Sunday June 4.     

 

John Tealby and I took the education trailer to the site on Saturday afternoon then were back there 

at 8:00 Sunday morning to set up. John had to leave for other commitments but JoAnne and 

Derek Foster and George Cowie soon arrived to help me ‘man the fort’. The display was centred 

around the trailer and featured display boards explaining who we are, where we are and what can 

be seen here.  

         
 

Information pamphlets and flyers about the Guided Walks and School Holiday Eco-Treasure Hunt 

were handed out, however I underestimated the popularity of these and had to send out a call to 

John Tucker for more to be printed. We even had people coming up to us asking for the 

information! 

We were heartened to hear that most people have either been to the sanctuary or have the 

intention to visit in the near future. This differs from previous years where the most common 

response was “No, I haven’t heard of it.” or “Yes, I’ve heard of it but haven’t been there.” 

At 5:30pm, after a very full day, Derek towed the trailer back to the Sanctuary where it was 

secured for the night in preparation for its removal to the council depot in Nambour the next day.  

This festival remains an important date on the Sunshine Coast’s yearly calendar and I absolutely 

feel it is an important one for us as well. By being there we raise the awareness of the Sanctuary 

(including the Support Group), and champion the cause of mangroves and their role in estuarine 

health. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank Derek, JoAnne, John Tealby, John 

Tucker and George for their assistance on the day. Events like this do not succeed without the 

dedication of people such as these. 

 

 
 

Debra Wedmaier                                                                 
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Bird Observers outing to Lower Landershute Road, Palmwoods 

 

 

A clear, crisp winter morning with twenty participants. Today we visited three adjoining properties 

and were able to speak with the owners. The existing feral and exotic shrubs and trees are being 

replaced with local native species. Creekside rehabilitation along the section of Paynter’s Creek 

that passes through these properties is continuing. For those of us who have visited before the 

change is obvious. Some highlights for the day were the Rose Robins, the Satin Bower Birds and 

a Bower and an unusually coloured King Parrot. 

Birds: 
Australian Wood Duck, Australian Brushturkey, Australian White Ibis, Pacific Baza, Whistling Kite, Purple Swamphen, 

Masked Lapwing, Brown Cuckoo-Dove, Peaceful Dove, [H], Bar-shouldered Dove, Topknot Pigeon, Shining Bronze 

Cuckoo, [H], Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Tawny Frogmouth, [H], Laughing Kookaburra, Azure Kingfisher, Rainbow Bee-eater, 

[H], Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Rainbow Lorikeet, Pale-headed Rosella, Australian King Parrott, Green Catbird, [H], 

Satin Bowerbird, White-throated Treecreeper, Red-backed Fairywren, Dusky Myzomela, Scarlet Myzomela,  

Eastern Spinebill, [H], Noisy Friarbird, Blue-faced Honeyeater, White-throated Honeyeater, Noisy Miner, Lewin’s 

Honeyeater, Spotted Pardalote, [H], Striated Pardalote, White-browed Scrubwren, Brown Thornbill, Eastern Whipbird, 

Grey Butcherbird, Pied Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Pied Currawong, Varied Triller, Australian Golden Whistler, 

Rufous Whistler, Little Shrikethrush, Grey Shrikethrush, Australasian Figbird, Olive-backed Oriole, Willie Wagtail, Grey 

Fantail, Rufous Fantail, Magpie-lark, Torresian Crow, Eastern Yellow Robin, Rose Robin, Welcome Swallow, 

Silvereye, Mistletoebird  

Butterflies: 
Scarlet Jezebel, Black Jezebel, Long-tailed Pea-blue, Lemon Migrant, Large Grass-yellow, Glistening Line-blue, 

Monarch. 
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Spider: 
Four spined Jewel Spider. 

 

 

 
Photo: Valda McLean 

 

We were all interested to see this King Parrott with unusual yellow feathers. Xanthochromism in 

birds occurs when the usual red pigmentation is replaced by yellow pigmentation. The cause may 

be genetic but it may also be related to the bird’s diet. 
 

 
                                    Schizophyllum commune            photo: Wayne Boatwright 

 

The only fungi that we saw was this small commonly occuring Split Gill, a grey fan-shaped 

mushroom found on dead wood. It is dangerous to breathe in the spores of this fungus as it is 

known to cause serious lung infections.  
Judith 
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MWSSGI, Calendar – 2017 
 

 MEETINGS ACTIVITIES 

July 13th. EXECUTIVE 1900h. 

 

   School holidays continue until 9th July 

   2nd. MWS monthly walk at 10am. 

Children’s holiday programme continues. 

      QuestaGame  Eco Treasure hunt 

   16th. NPA Bird Observers outing 

    28th School Tree Day. 

    30th National Tree Day 

 

August 10th. AGM. 1900h. 

followed by 

GENERAL 

 

   6th. MWS monthly walk at 10am. 

TBA Eco discovery day 

20th. MWS Bird Observers outing, 8am start 

September 14th. EXECUTIVE 1900h    3rd.MWS monthly walk at 10am. 

TBA. Kids in Action 

   10th. NPA Bird Observers outing 

Date change due to the NPA extended outing  

14th to 21st September 

October 12th. GENERAL 1900h. 

Guest Speaker: 

MWS Bird Observers extended outing, 

INGLEWOOD 

November 9th. EXECUTIVE 1900h. 

 

    19th NPA Bird Observers outing. 

 

December  

 

TBA Christmas function. 

  17th. MWS Bird Observers outing 730am start. 

 

For any further information regarding calendar events please contact us at the Wetlands. 
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