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UCA 
Newsletter of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group Inc. 

                                                                               2017, no.4 

 

From our President. 

We have had some great rain in the last weeks and the Maroochy Wetland Sanctuary can truly 

claim to be wet for the first time for many months. We did not suffer any structural damage through 

the wet weather, so all is good.  

We are in line for new uniforms in the coming months, probably green, with new logos one from the 
Council and one for the support group. We will have name badges, not our names printed on the 
shirts.  

 Council has approved the installation of an air conditioning unit in the Mangrove Room which, with 

other improvements will make it a very useful meeting, lecture, conference room.  

 With the cooler weather, the rain and the end of the mosquito season we can expect an increase 

in visitor numbers and it would be great if we could get a few more members to come on Sundays 

to have two people on, one to man the information room and the other to do the housekeeping, 

path blowing and maybe escort groups part way along the board walk. It is more fun if there two of 

you.  Or maybe you could do a Saturday now and then, which would be great.  

  

Robin  
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                                                           At the Sanctuary – March, 2017 

Robyn Howard 

In March, we went from desperately dry to receiving some decent rain.  Originally it was patchy in dispersal, 

with the wetlands missing most of the good falls, but eventually it did happen!  It was great to walk through 

and see the fresh leaves on so many shrubs, vines and trees.  One species of Leaf Beetle was thoroughly 

appreciating the new greenery, and there were dozens of them paired up and mating.  Obviously, we will 

shortly have huge numbers of Nine-spotted Leaf Beetles (Phyllocharis cyanicornis).  The only plant they were 

utilising was the Scrambling Clerodendrum (Clerodendrum inerme). 

 

The remnants of Cyclone Debbie brought heavy rains to the area, but it also brought strong and gusty winds.  

With so many trees having died in the drought, I expected the winds would cause quite a degree of damage.  

On my first visit, I found lots of small branches down along the road and in the garden, with a large acacia 

down across the concrete portion at the commencement of the track.  A phone call to the Sunshine Coast 

Council brought a quick response, the arborist removing the acacia and checking the remainder of the 

boardwalk.  Lots of twigs and branches had come down, but much of the fallen timber was dead wood.  A 

couple of large living Casuarinas in the Melaleuca Forest had fallen sideways and lodged against other trees.  

A number of plants had been pushed to odd angles, but not actually fallen.  As with areas outside the 

sanctuary, several trees were broken off at a height of one to four metres.  Tides were above normal levels 

owing to the amount of flood in the river, and the inundation was turbid.  Fish swam amongst the 

pneumatophores but were difficult to detect. 

 

The cicadas are greatly reduced in numbers, but even at the end of the month, Black Prince, Floury Baker, 

and Mangrove Cicadas were calling, as were the Katydids, and numbers of other insects had increased.  The 

rain and insects may have encouraged a late nesting for the birds.  I did not see any nesting activity (though 

I have at other sites), but the Grey Fantails had a couple of young birds requesting to be fed.  Many of the 

summer visitors such as the Eastern Koels have already left on their northern journeys, but Cicadabirds are 

still active in the area.  Shorebirds are changing to their breeding plumage and will soon start their challenging 

migration to the northern hemisphere. 

 

On an early evening walk with Judith and Carol, we were able to observe some of the crabs which did not go 

rushing down their burrows.  The tide was encroaching, and Judith pointed out the first of 3 Common Pike 

Eels.  They seem to remain in the river during the daytime, but explore the mudflats in the evening and night.  

There have been high numbers of Striped Toadfish and some Common Toadfish, but less than usual 

numbers of Spotted Scat.  Mudskippers have continued to be seen in their favourite localities.  Across the 

river, the strange cry of the Bush Stone-Curlew carried on the evening air. 

 

A huge Lace Monitor strolled slowly across the car-park and mounted the bank on the far side of the road.  

He acted as though he was king of this area, and nobody should mess with him.  He was probably right, but 

I enjoyed seeing the Keelback a little further down the hill on the roadside.  It is a non-venomous snake, and 

can eat small cane toads with no ill effects.  Above the forest, the plaintive cry of the Brahminy Kites drew 

attention.  It is just about time for some of our raptors to start their breeding cycle, and this pair was ready for 

an early start.  The deep contrast of their white and chestnut plumage is magnificent. 
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Fallen Acacia blocking the beginning of the walk 

 

 
This Brown Cuckoo-Dove watched as I cleared the debris from the bird-bath 
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Paper Wasp (Ropalidia romandi) nest damaged by the rain and gusting winds 

 

 
Fresh new leaves on the Scrambling Clerodendrum after the earlier rain 
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One of the Nine-Spotted Leaf Beetles which fed on the new growth and mated. 
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Bird Observers outing 16th April 2017 

Cilento Bushland Conservation Reserve, Nambour. 

 

We commenced the morning along the circuit track at Cilento Bushland Conservation Reserve. 

Such changes to the area over the past weeks, on my first recent visit it was so dry and all the 

vegetation was showing signs of distress. My second and third visits were following the recent 

rains, the bushland was springing back to life, the waterfall was looking great and need I say the 

fungi were fruiting in profusion. I was just a little excited to find a fungus that has to date only been 

described from the Mission Beach area in north Queensland, Austroboletus mutans. 

 

                                
Austroboletus mutans in soil.                                      Gymnopilus junonius on dead Casuarina sp. 

photos: Judith Hewett. 

On this visit the area is again looking dry, most of the fungi have finished and the birds were 

somewhat quiet, though it was great to see a large flock of Topknot Pigeons overhead. 

 

Birds: 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove, Peaceful Dove, [H],Bar-shouldered Dove, [H], Topknot Pigeon, Little Pied 

Cormorant, Rainbow Lorikeet, Scaly-breasted Lorikeet,[H], Australian King Parrot,  Laughing 

Kookaburra, Rainbow Bee-eater, [H], Green Catbird, White-browed Scrubwren, Large-billed 

Scrubwren, Brown Thornbill, Striated Pardalote, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Noisy Miner, Little 

Wattlebird, Scarlet Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, Blue-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Friarbird, 

Golden Whistler, Rufous Whistler, [H], Australasian Figbird, Olive-backed Oriole, White-breasted 

Woodswallow, Grey Butcherbird, Pied Butcherbird, Pied Currawong, Spangled Drongo,Grey 

Fantail, Torresian Crow, [H], Spectacled Monarch, Magpie-lark, Red-browed Finch. 

 

Butterflies:  

Bordered Rustic, Common Crow 

 

Spiders: 

Four Spined Jewel Spider 
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                                Bordered Rustic, Cupha prosope.    photo: Allan Sonerson 

 

 
Looking down to the pond at the base of the waterfall where we saw the Little Pied Cormorant. 

photo:  Robyn Howard. 

 

Koala Park, Nambour. 

After morning tea we travelled to Koala Park. This is a dry Sclerophyll area, unlike Cilento Reserve 

which has a mix of vegetation types. The birds were a little sparse here as well. 

Birds: 

White-headed Pigeon, Galah, Rainbow Lorikeet, Pale-headed Rosella, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, [H], 

Laughing Kookaburra, White-throated Treecreeper, Brown Thornbill, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Noisy 

Miner, White=throated Honeyeater, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Varied Triller, [H], Golden 

Whistler, Rufous Whistler, Little Shrike-thrush, Grey Shrike-thrush, Australasian Figbird, Grey 

Butcherbird, Pied Currawong, [H], Rufous Fantail, Grey Fantail, 

Butterflies:  

Common Crow, Lemon Migrant, Blue Tiger, Glasswing, Common Grass-blue, Orchard 

Swallowtail. 
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Spur-legged Stick Insect, Didymuria violescens  photo: Robyn Howard 

 

 
Koala Park, photo: Judith Hewett. 

Thanks to all who attended for an enjoyable morning. 
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MWSSGI, Calendar – 2017 

   MEETINGS ACTIVITIES 

May 11th. EXECUTIVE 1900h. 

 

5th May, Kids in Action Environmental Projects 

     Day, 8am – 4pm. Stumers Creek.            

7th. MWS monthly walk at 10am.  

8th – 14th May, National Volunteers Week. 

8th May Bush craft First Aid, Maroochy 

Bushland Botanic Garden, 1030 – 12md. 

17th May Bush craft First Aid, Mary Cairncross 

Scenic Reserve, 1030 – 12md.  

21st. NPA Bird Observers outing 

26th May Bush craft First Aid, Maroochy 

Bushland Botanic Garden, 1030 – 12md. 

TBA Guide training  

 

June 8th. GENERAL. 1900h. 

Guest Speaker: 

Jodie Salmon from Reef 

Check. 

 

4th. MWS monthly walk at 10am. 

03rd World Environment Day 

18th. MWS Bird Observers outing, 8am start. 

School holidays 24th June – 9th July. 

July 13th. EXECUTIVE 1900h. 

 

2nd. MWS monthly walk at 10am. 

 Children’s holiday programme continues. 

 Eco Treasure hunt 

 TBA. Night Walk 

16th. NPA Bird Observers outing. 

 

August 10th. AGM. 1900h. 

followed by 

GENERAL 

 

6th. MWS monthly walk at 10am. 

TBA Eco discovery day 

20th. MWS Bird Observers outing, 8am start 

September 14th. EXECUTIVE 1900h 3rd.MWS monthly walk at 10am. 

TBA. Kids in Action 

17th. NPA Bird Observers outing 

October 12th. GENERAL 1900h. 

Guest Speaker: 

MWS Bird Observers extended outing, 

INGLEWOOD 

November 9th. EXECUTIVE 1900h. 

 

19th NPA Bird Observers outing. 

 

December  

 

 TBA Christmas function. 

17th. MWS Bird Observers outing 730am start. 

For any further information regarding calendar events please contact us at the Wetlands. 
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