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UCA 
Newsletter of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group Inc. 

                                                                   July2017, no.7 

From our President. 

A very successful Eco Treasure Hunt was conducted by the Sunshine Coast Council and 

Wetlands Support Group at the Sanctuary over the recent school holidays. The competition was in 

the form of a QuestaGame where the competitors take pictures and answer questions posed by an 

App. Their entry is then emailed to QuestaGame. The winners were presented with their prizes at 

a ceremony on Wednesday the 19th of July at the Reserve.  
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 The function was attended by the winners, representatives from the Sunshine Coast Council and 

the prize sponsors, president Robin and wetland members, Councillor Steve Robinson and local 

Channel 9.                                                                                                                       

The winner of the main prize draw- Sponsored and presented by Kathy of Maroochy Nature 

Cruises was the Bettin family, Sandy and Paul and children Chloe, Jack and Sabastian. 

 

 

 

Chloe with her family being interviewed by local Channel 9. 
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Prize for Champion Spotter-Sponsored and presented by Tameka on behalf of White's IGA, Bli Bli, 

was won by Rae Bennetts and daughter Indigo. 

 
Indigo being interviewed by local Channel 9 

Prize for best Find – Sponsored by River Shore Resort was won by the Fox family. 

The Competition attracted over 400 visitors to the Sanctuary. Many of them were first time visitors 

who will spread the word among family and friends. 

I look forward to seeing you at our AGM on Thursday 10th of August at 7.00pm. 

Robin. 
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At the Sanctuary – June, 2017 

Robyn Howard 

Throughout June, the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary was in winter mode, though with some spring 

attributes. 

Both vegetation and avian fauna were celebrating the “good times”, with plants appearing in their 

best array of fresh growth, and birds singing loudly, some even breeding.  A few reptiles warmed 

and chased insects in patches of sunlight. 

Amazing numbers of crabs have been feeding each time we have arrived.  Carole and I took visitors 

on a guided walk on the first Sunday of June, and without exception, all were amazed at the 

wonderful place we have, and learned a little more of its interests and values.  Watching the crabs 

feeding was fascinating for them. 

The cool weather deterred mosquito breeding and very few bothered us.  Butterflies still presented 

themselves, particularly some of the small Blues, and both Jezebels. 

A group from Native Plants Queensland requested an accompanied tour which Deb organised, with 

Carole and I to assist.  As with so many folk, they were astounded by the beauty and bounty of the 

sanctuary.  With “wetlands” in the title, they had anticipated just one not extremely diverse habitat, 

so were pleasantly surprised by the discovery of the diversity of habitats.  Naturally, they were 

knowledgeable about many of our plants, but we were able to highlight some features and introduce 

them to a couple of plants which were not familiar to them, especially our Mangrove Vine.  They 

may have had a major botanical interest, but they still enjoyed all aspects including the bird sound 

and especially the antics of our crabs. 

On one of the days John was volunteering, he stood in the garden area and watched a small black 

and white bird darting around the foliage on the verges of the rainforest, obviously chasing insects.  

John enjoys the birds but does not count himself an expert, so as soon as the bird departed, he 

went to our library for field guides to identify it.  His description of both its appearance and behaviour 

matched his identification – a White-eared Monarch.  Every bird observer would be jealous!  This 

bird rarely visits the sanctuary and is not often seen in coastal areas, so it was an exciting sighting. 

George is doing excellent work and during the month, our motion camera captured the usual images 

at night, but caught the Swamp Wallaby active during the day.  Again, the Short-eared Brushtail 

Possum was snapped as it descended a Melaleuca at night.  I hope that there are both males and 

females present to keep the population viable in the long term.  The Common Brushtail is common 

as was witnessed by the scats found on the garden paths!   
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                          Photo:   Tom Tarrant                                                                    White-eared Monarch 

 

The Sunshine Coast Council organised a “Questagame” activity during the school holidays, so many 

families visited and young people submitted their photos.  Most photos seemed to be of the Orange-

clawed Fiddler Crab, I guess because they are so colourful and obvious, but some took the trouble 

to find other crabs, reptiles, molluscs, birds and insects, as well as a marine flatworm which has not 

yet been identified at species level.  The photo below is one I had taken previously. 

 

 
             Unidentified Marine Flatworm 
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Common Brushtail Possum (Trichosurus vulpecular) 

Robyn Howard 

 

Photo: Wikepedia 

There are three different species of possum at the Wetlands Sanctuary – Common Ringtail Possum, 

Short-eared (or Mountain) Brushtail Possum, and Common Brushtail Possum which is the most 

commonly seen.  All species are nocturnal, but during the day, the drey (looking like a nest in the 

canopy) of the Ringtail may be seen.  It is able to carry material for the drey in its prehensile tail.  

Both Brushtail species cannot build dreys and roost in hollows.  The colour of the Common Brushtail 

Possum varies greatly and may be from almost black to a bright almost orange shade.  They feed 

on leaves, flowers, and fruit, with mistletoes often providing good sustenance.   

Squirrel Gliders have also been identified at the sanctuary. 
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Bird Observers news. 

The next Bird Observers outing is to 99A Beerburrum Road, Donnybrook on Sunday 20th August 

at 8am.  

This is a private working cattle property with lovely bush areas and wonderful dams.  Shirley has 

invited us to enjoy the birdlife of the area.  The recommended route is via Exit 157 from the Bruce 

Highway. Once on Pummicestone Road, it is 6.2 klms to the Donnybrook Road turnoff.   Travel 3 

klms on Donnybrook Road, then turn left into Burke Road (there is a small sign to 

Beerburrum).  Take the first turn left (maybe 100 metres along) into Beerburrum-Donnybrook 

Road.  Travel about 1 klm to the second house on the left, number 99A. 

This is a large property with a variety of distinct habitat areas.  

[Your GPS may ask you to exit earlier and travel through forestry areas.] 

Further information will be sent closer to the date. 

 

Our extended outing is to Inglewood in October.  

Arriving 3rd October departing am on 8th October 2017. 

This is a five night stay at Lake Coolmunda Caravan, Cabin Holiday Park.  

Self catering. 

 

Lake Coolmunda Caravan, Cabin Holiday Park 

38 Coolmunda Access Road, Inglewood. Q. 4387 

Ph. 07 4652 4171 

Web site; coolmundacaravan.com.au 

 

Please make your own bookings and let either Robyn or Judith know that you are joining us. 

On 3rd October we will meet at 12midday at the Karrara recreational area Karrara. We will bird a 

couple of areas before proceeding to the caravan park. 

Further information will be provided closer to the travel date. 

  

Coordinated by Robyn. 
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From Lisa Ryan, Sunshine Coast Council. 
We have just wrapped up our Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Eco-Hunt project with the final prize 
award ceremony this morning, where the winners were presented with their awards by the 
sponsors and Cr Robinson (see attached photo of Rae and Indigo winners of the Champion 
Spotter award spotting a total of 31 different species across three visits). In talking with the 
winners it was clear that the Eco-Hunt has not only encouraged visitors to Maroochy wetlands 
Sanctuary, but also engaged them in innovative and thought-provoking ways: 
  

 
  
By all accounts the project was a huge success: 

·         over 450 participants of all ages 
·         approximately 486 photos uploaded to QuestaGame  
·         111 different species spotted and mapped on the CSIRO Biodiversity Map  
·         over 2000 citizen science identifications occurred validating species as they came in 
·         Additionally, pedestrian counters at MWS indicated a doubling of foot traffic through the 

Sanctuary for the month of June compared with same time last year. 
  
The project has also had great media coverage promoted: 

·         On radio (ABC local, Salt FM and Sea FM),  
·         in newspapers (Great story- Sunshine Coast Daily June 29th, p.3), and  
·         on local news (WIN and Seven).  

There has also been great social media uptake with the Eco-Hunt being one of the most 
organically shared council initiatives ever undertaken (according to comms). 
The QuestaGame results page is up now and features some of the best pictures and stats from 
the event: https://questagame.com/maroochy-wetlands-sanctuary-ecohunt-results 
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MWSSGI, Calendar – 2017 
 

 MEETINGS ACTIVITIES 

July . 

 

    28th School Tree Day. 

    30th National Tree Day 

 

August 10th. AGM. 1900h. 

 

   6th. MWS monthly walk at 10am. 

20th. MWS Bird Observers outing, 8am start 

September 14th. EXECUTIVE 1900h    3rd.MWS monthly walk at 10am. 

   10th. NPA Bird Observers outing 

Date change due to the NPA extended outing 

from 14th to 21st September 

October 12th. GENERAL 1900h. 

Guest Speaker: 

MWS Bird Observers extended outing, 

INGLEWOOD 

November 9th. EXECUTIVE 1900h. 

 

    19th NPA Bird Observers outing. 

 

December  

 

TBA Christmas function. 

  17th. MWS Bird Observers outing 730am start. 

 

For any further information regarding calendar events please contact us at the Wetlands. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email: mwssgi@gmail.com                                                                                                               webpage: www.marcoochywetlandssupport.org.au  
 

mailto:mwssgi@gmail.com

