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UCA 
Newsletter of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group Inc. 

                                                            September 2017, no.9 

President’s Report for September 2017 

It seems like nearly everyone is away this time of the year, and why not, given the weather at 

present. President Robin is off to all points west and south with Marilyn and the task of preparing a 

monthly report for our newsletter has fallen to the secretary. 

Our AGM came and went in August and the only major change in the executive was the retirement 

of Lyn Ireland as Treasurer after having performed that duty for some five years. Our great thanks 

go to her for her work in that role. Our new Treasurer is Carole Lowde. If you have not met her yet 

come along to the Sanctuary on a first Sunday of each month and say “Hi”. 

The Sunday stroll through the Wetlands with Robyn has now finished for this year. Many joined 

her on the first Sundays for the last several months for the stroll. 

Our application to Council for funding for operational costs for the next three years was successful 

and we will receive $5000 each year. Thanks to Council for this support. 

Planning for the next year will commence shortly with a strategic planning day. All members are 

very welcome to take part in this essential activity. More details shortly. 

Membership renewals are due by end September. If you have not paid your subs yet, please do 

so to ensure that you can continue to receive this newsletter and information about the Wetlands. 

If you pay by EFT please also return the renewal form by email or mail. 

As always, we will welcome with open arms any that would like to make the transition from a 

subscribing member to fuller involvement with the Sanctuary. Please call me and chat about what 

you may be able to do. 

John. 
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At the Sanctuary – August, 2017 

Robyn Howard 

This was not a typical August at the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary, surely as a result of the strange 

seasons earlier in the year. 

 

The drive along Sports Road provided very few birds, just Eastern Yellow Robin and Willie Wagtail.  

The fairy-wrens and finches have been absent lately.  Once I arrived at the carpark, it was 

completely different.  I could have spent a half hour “birding” in that area – Rainbow Bee-eaters, 

Brown Honeyeaters, Lewin’s Honeyeaters, Striated Pardalotes, Grey Fantails, Varied Trillers, Pied 

Butcherbirds, Brown Thornbills and more. 

 

It was disappointing that there were few blossoms on the Hoveas beside the entry track.  Most years 

they are stunning.  Because of the dry summer, plants produced few buds, so only one or two plants 

displayed just a small number of beautiful mauve flowers.  The higher area of the sanctuary was 

quite dry with many plants wilting, though there had been recent inundation and ground water was 

evident in the Melaleuca forest.  Spore on the Mangrove Ferns was mature and ready to be 

dispersed on the winds.  Evidence of feeding activity of both Long-nosed and Northern Brown 

Bandicoots was apparent on the forest floor.  Further along in the Casuarina forest, the “runways” 

of the Swamp Rats proved their night-time presence.  These runways are under vegetation or 

casuarina needles on the ground but I had not noticed them for some time.   

 

August is normally the peak breeding season for birds at the sanctuary.  When we took a group on 

a guided walk early in the month, the birds were making calls to attract mates or maintain territories, 

but later in the month, breeding season calls were not really evident.  Because of the strange 

weather patterns earlier in the year, breeding had continued from May through July, but by August, 

the dryness and lack of foods in the form of insects (which are essential to feed young) made it less 

conducive to breeding.  Several species were still raising young from previous months. 

 

As I arrived at the area where mangroves predominate, I found one of our special species, the 

Shining Flycatcher.  The female (which was the one I found) is white underneath, has a blue-black 

head, and the back, wings and tail are a rich rufous, such a gorgeous sight as she flits about low in 

the foliage and around exposed roots chasing insects.  I found her a second time on my return, but 

she decided to hide under the boardwalk. 

 

Other birds in the mangrove areas included Royal Spoonbill, Sacred Kingfisher, Azure Kingfisher, 

Rufous Fantail, Mangrove Gerygones, Eastern Great Egret, Mistletoebird, and the Grey Shrike-

thrush.  Its calls are some of the most melodic, and fortunately it sang and sang while I was at the 

crab viewing platform.  I looked and looked, and eventually spotted it by finding the right place to 

search between Grey Mangroves and view it perched in a casuarina in the background.  Like many 

of our sweetest songsters, it does not have the brightest and most colourful plumage.  I guess if you 

have the magnificent song to attract the females, what do feathers matter.  (That is human thinking, 

not bird instinct!) 
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Crabs were sparse early in the month, but more plentiful after some higher tides later on.  However, 

there was a prevalence of juveniles and small adults, with fewer of the colourful species on the 

surface.  The Pacific Blue-clawed Sentinels were back in good numbers, especially in the wetter 

areas under the Orange Mangroves. 

The River Mangroves are still in bud, but it will be a month or more before they are in full flower.  

The flowers are white and laden with nectar and pollen and are attractive to tiny honeyeaters and 

several insect species. 

 
Mature spore on Mangrove Fern 

 

 
Conical hole dug by a Long-nosed Bandicoot.  It uses its front feet to dig the moist soil, then delves with its long snout 

to find insects, worms, and fleshy rhizomes or roots. 
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Eastern Yellow Robin on its cleverly camouflaged nest 

 

 
An unidentified Longicorn Beetle on a ginger plant.  Notice the length of its antennae, much longer than its body. 
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Pacific Blue-clawed Sentinel (female) is again in good numbers  

 

 
Found at last near the crab viewing platform.  The male Grey Shrike-thrush which charmed with his glorious songs. 
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Bird Observers outing to 99A Beerburrum Road Donnybrook. 

 

 

 

A brisk winter morning which turned into a very pleasant day saw the group at Donnybrook. This 

property has several habitats. We commenced with observations around the house then 

proceeded through pasture to an open forest area with small dams. It was much drier than when 

we visited last year and the species number in this area was also somewhat reduced from 

previously. Despite this, many birds were checking the hollows in the large trees. We walked back 

through the pasture to catch a glimpse of Australasian Pipits on our way to enjoy a yummy 

morning tea provided by our host. 

After morning tea, we walked down to the along the large dam wall and returned. There were so 

many Comb-crested Jacanas on the lily pads, they seem to have had a productive breeding 

season. 

Some of us departed following lunch, others stayed and explored the area around the cattle yards 

and the now disused farm buildings. The Bush Stone Curlews remained hidden despite our best 

efforts. 

Despite the overall numbers being reduced we still saw a large number species, including some 

that we had not seen here previously. 

All in all, another enjoyable day at a favourite place. 

Thanks to Shirley for sharing her special place with us. 
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Birds: 

Wandering Whistling Duck, Black Swan, Australian Wood Duck, Grey Teal, Pacific Black Duck, 

Hardhead, Australasian Grebe, Rock Dove, Crested Pigeon, Peaceful Dove, Bar-shouldered 

Dove, Australasian Darter, Little Pied Cormorant, Great Cormorant, Little Black Cormorant, Pied 

Cormorant, Australian Pelican, Eastern Great Egret, Intermediate Egret, Cattle Egret, White-faced 

Heron, Little Egret, Australian White Ibis, Straw-necked Ibis, Royal Spoonbill, Black-shouldered 

Kite, Pacific Baza, White-bellied Sea-eagle, Whistling Kite, Collared Sparrowhawk, Little Eagle, 

Brolga, Purple Swamphen, Dusky Moorhen, Eurasian Coot, Black-winged Stilt, Masked Lapwing, 

Comb-crested Jacana, Galah, Little Corella, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Rainbow Lorikeet, Scaly-

breasted Lorikeet, Australian King-Parrot, Pale-headed Rosella, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, Little 

Bronze-Cuckoo, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Laughing Kookaburra, Forest Kingfisher, Rainbow Bee-eater, 

White-throated Treecreeper, Superb Fairy-wren, Red-backed Fairy-wren, Variegated Fairy-wren, 

White-browed Scrubwren, Mangrove Gerygone, White-throated Gerygone, Brown Thornbill, 

Striated Pardalote, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Miner, Little Wattlebird, 

Scarlet Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, White-throated Honeyeater, Blue-faced honeyeater, Little 

Friarbird, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike, Golden Whistler, Rufous 

Whistler, Grey Shrike-thrush, Australasian Figbird, Olive-backed Oriole, White-breasted Woods 

wallow, Grey Butcherbird, Pied Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Pied Currawong, Spangled 

Drongo, Rufous Fantail, Grey Fantail, Willie Wagtail, Torresian Crow, Leaden Flycatcher, Restless 

Flycatcher, Magpie-lark, Eastern Yellow robin, Tawny Grassbird,  Welcome Swallow, Fairy martin, 

Australasian Pipit,  Common Myna 

Butterflies: 

Common Crow, Glasswing, Monarch, Black Jezebel, Scarlet Jezebel. 

Clearwing Swallowtail, Large Grass Yellow, Common Grass Blue 
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Mangrove Gerygone (Gerygone levigaster).        Robyn Howard 

 

 

 (Pronounced Je-RIG-un-ee) Amongst the mangroves, this plain little bird is often heard before it is 

seen.  At 11 cm, it makes up for its lack of strong colour and size with its beautiful song – a sweet, 

gentle, almost whimsical sustained whistling – heard most of the day. 

The Mangrove Gerygone is an insect eater which moves around singly or in pairs, the pairing being 

maintained even after breeding season.  It forages amongst foliage, sometimes hovering on the 

outside of the trees, especially the Grey Mangroves. 

Although not uncommon, the Mangrove Gerygone has a limited range, being confined to coastal 

and estuarine zones where mangroves are abundant, and occasionally found in nearby casuarinas 

or paperbarks. 

Their nests are elongated globular structures with an untidy tail and a hood over the side entrance, 

and hung from a thin branch or twig.  Building materials include strips of bark, grass stems, spider 

webs, and rootlets. 
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Xanthoparmela sp. A foliose [leafy], lichen that grows on wood. 

A lichen is an association of one or more fungi which provide shelter and minerals for their one or 

more photosynthetic partners; algae and/or cyanobacteria, who contribute sugars to this long-lived 

symbiotic relationship. 

Lichens are long lived, slow growing and have perennial ascomata. These are the fruiting body of 

an ascomycete phylum fungi. They consist of very tightly interwoven hyphae and may contain 

millions of asci, each which typically contains four to eight ascospores. They are physically tough, 

survive extreme temperature and moisture conditions but are often extremely sensitive to 

environmental factors. They seem to have emerged about the same time as vascular land plants.  

[Dr Roderick Rogers, 2017.] 

MWSSGI, Calendar – 2017 
 MEETINGS ACTIVITIES 

October 12th. GENERAL 1900h. 

Guest Speaker: 

3rd – 8th MWS Bird Observers extended outing, 

INGLEWOOD 

November 9th. EXECUTIVE 1900h. 

 

19th NPA Bird Observers outing. 

 

December  

 

TBA Christmas function. 

17th. MWS Bird Observers outing 730am start. 

For any further information regarding calendar events please contact us at the Wetlands 
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