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Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group 

Bird hōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎΩ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς Inglewood Area ς 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th & 7th October, 2017 

The weather for the Inglewood region had been dry for months, and the possibility of bush-fires had 

been in mind, but the day and night before the commencement of our excursion, some good rains 

fell.  In fact, the flat desert areas were water from horizon to horizon at first.  The forecast each day 

was for rain or storms, but on every occasion, just as we thought we were about to receive a heavy 

downpour, the clouds changed course and circled around us. 

 

We chose as many different habitats as we could find, several along the Macintyre Brook or Bracker 

Creek, and beside Lake Coolmunda, though a fishing competition spoiled both our birding there and 

the camping area where we stayed, with some of the fishing group drinking and noisy until after 3.00 

a.m.  The desert area which had been great before the rain was poor later on, but otherwise we had 

brilliant birding.  In some spots, the birds just seemed to come to show themselves off, and we 

found more species than we could have hoped for. 

 

It was a long drive out to Coolmunda and Inglewood, and on one day we traversed 120 kilometres 

visiting our sites, but every little bit of travel was well worth the effort.  One of our main aims was to 

find birds which we do not see in our coastal areas, and we certainly achieved that aim.  We saw so 

many birds at some sites that we did not make it to all our planned areas, but that mattered little 

when we were having such a great time.  Sacred Kingfishers, Restless Flycatchers, Willie Wagtails 

and Red-winged Parrots seemed to turn up at almost all places.  Nesting was in full swing, with some 

birds building, some sitting on eggs, some feeding nestlings, and some feeding fledged young.  The 

nests of the Yellow-rumped Thornbills posed an identification problem as they were structured quite 

differently from those in other areas. 

 

Favourite sites were Durikai Waterhole, the Water Reserve and Recreation Area, Yelarbon Lagoon 

and Reibelt Road.  Favourite sightings were our first White-throated Needletails and Fork-tailed 

Swifts for the season, Pink-eared Ducks, Plum-headed Finches, Blue Bonnets, Zebra Finches, Rufous 

Songlarks, Brown-headed Honeyeaters, and some really special birds such as the juvenile Pallid 

Cuckoo (none of us had found a juvenile before), Black-eared Cuckoo, Hooded Robins, Red-capped 

Robins, IƻǊǎŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ .ǳǎƘƭŀǊƪ όǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǘƛƴƎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘύΣWhite-winged Fairy-wrens, and the 

Diamond Firetail which calmly fossicked around allowing all to have wonderful viewing.  

 

In all, we found 161 species, with 6 of those being heard only (h).  That is an amazing tally! 

Emu, Brown Quail, Plumed Whistling Duck, Black Swan, Australian Wood Duck, Pink-eared Duck, 

Grey Teal, Chestnut Teal, Pacific Black Duck, Hardhead, Australasian Grebe, Hoary-headed Grebe, 

Great Crested Grebe, Rock Dove, Spotted Dove (h), Common Bronzewing, Crested Pigeon, Peaceful 

Dove, Tawny Frogmouth (nesting), White-throated Needletail, Fork-tailed Swift, Australasian Darter, 

Little Pied Cormorant, Great Cormorant, Little Black Cormorant, Pied Cormorant, Australian Pelican, 

White-necked Heron, Eastern Great Egret, Intermediate Egret, Cattle Egret, White-faced Heron, 

Little Egret, Glossy Ibis, Australian White Ibis, Straw-necked Ibis, Royal Spoonbill, Yellow-billed 

Spoonbill, Black-shouldered Kite, Pacific Baza, Whistling Kite, Black Kite, Nankeen Kestrel, Brown 

Falcon, Australian Hobby, Purple Swamphen, Dusky Moorhen, Eurasian Coot, Black-winged Stilt, 

Black-fronted Dotterel, Masked Lapwing, Caspian Tern, Whiskered Tern, Common Tern, White-

winged Black Tern, Silver Gull, Galah, Little Corella (nesting), Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (nesting), 
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Cockatiel, Rainbow Lorikeet, Scaly-breasted Lorikeet (nesting), Little Lorikeet, Australian King-Parrot, 

Red-winged Parrot, Eastern Rosella, Pale-headed Rosella, Blue Bonnet, Red-rumped Parrot, Channel-

billed Cuckoo, Black-eared Cuckoo, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, Little Bronze-Cuckoo, Pallid Cuckoo 

(juvenile), Fan-tailed Cuckoo (h), Laughing Kookaburra, Forest Kingfisher, Sacred Kingfisher (nesting), 

Rainbow Bee-eater, Dollarbird, White-throated Treecreeper, Brown Treecreeper, Spotted 

Bowerbird, Superb Fairy-wren, White-winged Fairy-wren, Variegated Fairy-wren, Speckled Warbler 

(nesting),  Weebill, Western Gerygone (h), White-throated Gerygone (h), Yellow Thornbill, Yellow-

rumped Thornbill (nesting), Inland Thornbill (h), Striated Pardalote, Yellow-faced Honeyeater, White-

eared Honeyeater, Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, Fuscous Honeyeater, White-plumed Honeyeater 

(nesting), Noisy Miner, Yellow-throated Miner (nesting), Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, Brown 

Honeyeater, Brown-headed Honeyeater, White-throated Honeyeater, White-naped Honeyeater, 

Blue-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Friarbird, Little Friarbird, Striped Honeyeater, Grey-crowned Babbler, 

White-browed Babbler, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike, Cicadabird, White-

winged Triller, Varied Triller (h), Rufous Whistler, Grey Shrike-thrush, Australasian Figbird, Olive-

backed Oriole, White-breasted Woodswallow, Dusky Woodswallow, Grey Butcherbird, Pied 

Butcherbird, Australian Magpie nesting), Pied Currawong, Grey Fantail, Willie Wagtail, Australian 

Raven, Torresian Crow, Leaden Flycatcher, Restless Flycatcher, Magpie-lark (nesting), White-winged 

Chough, Apostlebird, Jacky Winter (nesting), Red-capped Robin, Rose Robin, Hooded Robin, Eastern 

Yellow Robin, Horsfields Bushlark, Golden-headed Cisticola, Australian Reedwarbler, Tawny 

Grassbird (h), Little Grassbird, Rufous Songlark, Brown Songlark, Welcome Swallow (nesting), Fairy 

Martin (nesting), Tree Martin, Common Starling, Common Myna, Mistletoebird, Zebra Finch 

(nesting), Double-barred Finch, Plum-headed Finch, Red-browed Finch, Diamond Firetail, House 

Sparrow, Australasian Pipit 

 

   
Trevor captured the male Tawny Frogmouth.  The This well-hidden untidy nest confounded us.  

Grey-crowned Babblers disturbed him on his nest It belonged to Yellow-rumped Thornbills 
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Little Lorikeets travel like bullets, but this one   Red-capped Robins are scintillating in the  

posed long enough to be photographed   dry country ς Both photos from Valda and 

       Graham 

  
LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ a hole large enough to   These Fairy Martins were glad of the rain so they  

raise a family when you are the size of a  could gather the mud to build their bottle nests 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo!  Photo ς Valda under the bridge across the Dumaresq 

     
A male Zebra Finch and two juveniles.  Photos ς Valda and Graham 
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The juvenile Pallid Cuckoo was well-hidden and completely quiet, but some of our sharp-eyed 

observers found it! 

 

 

 

 

  
Jacky Winter did lots of testing for comfort Eastern Yellow Robins are common on the coast but 

as she built her well-camouflaged nest  this one looked even more attractive in the dry 

Photo ς Valda and Graham   country.  Photo ς Trevor 
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Some of the group at Potters Road crossing on Macintyre Brook ς Photo - Valda 

 
Coolmunda ς typical of the dry country ς Photo Valda and Graham 

 
The Diamond Firetail was a favourite sighting and it stayed until we all saw it.   Photo - Graham 


