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Next meeting: Thursday 8th May at 7pm at
the Mangrove Room.
Next Bird Observers’ Group Outing.
Extended outing to Caboolture Area
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Maroochy Wetlands facebook.

Mail to: P.O.Box 32
BLI BLI Q.4560

(‘Uca’ is the scientific name for the Fiddler Crab)
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President’s Column
With
Derek Foster
Folks,
This last month has seen a lot of activity at the Sanctuary
with the boardwalk refurbishment well underway.
Currently the construction team is aiming for a late June
completion and we are all looking forward to seeing the
final product.

PN

Other exciting news is that Robin
Skett has developed a work plan in
conjunction with the Sunshine
Coast Council (SCC) and we will
be doing some planing in the area
where the old disabled walk used to
be and also doing work on the new
walkway that leads to Halcyon
Landing. Robin has also undertaken
chemicals training with the SCC
and will be in a position to guide us
in the use of chemicals that might
be needed for weed management.

You will see a reoprt from Judy Hewett
about the latest bird watchers’ outing
and all is in place for the extended
outing in the Cabooluture area.
One of the exciting things this year has
been the development of our
Environmental Education capacity.
Katie Beale has put together a couple of
great programs for kids that will be
trialled at the Botanical Gardens and at
the Sanctuary later this year.
PN

Well I hope you enjoy this issue of the
newsletter and I also hope that if you have been meaning to catch up with the crew at a
meeting then perhaps this month might be that meeting.
Regards
Derek Foster
______________________________________________________________________
Photographs in this edition are supplied by:
RH – Robyn Howard
JH – Judy Hewett
DF – Derek Foster
W – Wikipedia
PN – Peter Nagel
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DW – Debra Wedmaier
VMcL – Valda McLean

Through the Sanctuary
with
Robyn Howard
Mynas and Miners
In past newsletters I mentioned the Common Myna and the difference from the Noisy Miner.
This requires more attention than was possible in that article. The Common Myna is an
introduced species, the Noisy Miner is a native species. (Notice the different name spellings
(Miner/Myna) – they are very separate bird families.)
At 23 to 25 cm, the Common Myna (Acridotheres tristis) is a medium-sized bird, with a basic
cocoa-brown appearance. The bill, legs, feet and facial skin are yellow, the lower portion of
the underbody is white as is the tail-tip, with the head, throat and primary wing feathers all
black. In flight, large white wing patches are obvious. It spends considerable time on the
ground, where its upright walk gives an air of haughtiness.
The Common Myna originated in India and south east Asia, and was previously known as the
Indian Myna (or Mynah). In India, they are considered a friend of farmers since they consume
so many crop-destroying insects. In Australia, the converse is the situation. They were
introduced into Melbourne in 1862 to rid market gardens of pest insects, and though this
initiative was an utter failure, some birds were released into other regions for a similar purpose.
Sugar Cane Beetles in North Queensland were one of the control objectives, but as in all other
cases, the attempt was unsuccessful. As is so often the circumstance with introductions, the
creature which is beneficial in its natural habitat becomes a pest as an introduced species.
Instead of improving productivity by pest removal or control, the species itself becomes a pest.
Common Mynas congregate in huge numbers and damage both fruit and grain crops.
Common Mynas live in groups, often forming large communities. They harbour and spread
mites and have the potential to spread disease to humans and animals, but perhaps the worst
aspect of their presence is the impact on biodiversity. They are often linked to areas of human
habitation where tree hollows are at a premium, but the same problems exist in country regions.
They claim a tree hollow and eject any current occupant. In the case of birds, they destroy
nests and consume both eggs and nestlings. Small reptiles are killed and eaten. Mammals are
constantly pecked violently and annoyed until they desert the hollow. This means a slow death
for the mammal (especially such animals as gliders), as there is no alternative roost or breeding
site available for them. The Common Myna not only claims the hollow it utilizes for breeding,
it often also plugs or fills surrounding hollows with rubbish to prevent additional possible users.
They mob other birds to drive them from their territories. Native species are thus precluded
from roosting and breeding sites.
Common Mynas are not fussy eaters, and are omnivorous. Their diet includes grains, fruit,
vegetables, scraps, carrion, pet food, and the eggs, nestlings and fledglings of birds.
Large flocks roost together in trees, under bridges, in roof cavities, or within buildings which
have any opening which allows access. In roof cavities, they create a fire hazard, bring lice
infestations, and are an attractant for vermin.
The International Union for the Conservation of Nature has declared the Common Myna as
one of the world’s most invasive species, and one of only three birds to create a threat to
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biodiversity. In Australia, it is spreading rapidly and has been named the most important pest,
posing a danger to our ecosystems.
Locally, the Sunshine Coast Council recognizes the threats of the spread and build-up in
numbers of this bird. Their protocol is that ALL sightings of the bird should be reported
through the website www.feralscan.org.au using the “mynascan” function. For those without
internet access, sighting reports will be accepted through their Customer Service phone number
5475 7272.

Common Myna in a Eucalypt beside the river in Maroochydore.
RH
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This tree hollow in a Eucalypt beside the river in Maroochydore was once a breeding hollow for Rainbow
Lorikeets. They have now been excluded and it is the breeding site for a pair of Common Mynas.
RH

---oooOOOooo--The Noisy Miner (Manorina melanocephala) is one of our native honeyeaters. At 24 to 28
cm, it is of medium size, and has basically a grey appearance. The crown and most of the face
is black with the beak and skin behind the eye yellow as are the legs. The area around the top
of the beak is whitish. The pale grey underparts have clear scalloping on the breast, while the
wings have an olive-green wash.
The Noisy Miner is not necessarily our most-loved bird. Its belligerent and aggressive
behaviour towards other birds and some animals do not make it popular with humans, and yet
it is our way of life which has provided the ideal habitat for this bird, allowing an increase in
numbers. It prefers woodlands and open forest and we have cleared widely for agriculture and
pastures, leaving only remnant vegetation where it controls access by most other birds. We
have a proliferation of parks and gardens, and indeed our own backyards, where we provide a
smorgasbord of grevilleas, callistemons, banksias and other nectar producing trees, with no
dense understorey to provide protection for small birds.
When Noisy Miners move to an area, they form sedentary colonies – usually ten to twenty in
the suburbs, but larger numbers in non-urban areas. They are highly social, moving about in
groups, rushing to the aid of any member in difficulties, using close communications including
postural displays, foraging, bathing, and roosting together, and breeding cooperatively. The
female constructs a nest of fine twigs, bark, and leaves in a fork formed by relatively small
branches, sometimes quite low in a shrub, but up to twenty metres high in trees. Non-breeding
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birds provide food for the nestlings of breeding pairs thus allowing the raising of several
clutches each spring.
Noisy Miners have a great range of calls from simple contact notes, through a variety of noisy
chirps, to far-carrying alarm calls. The alarm calls are specific to each particular danger, rather
than a general type of call. Other birds in the vicinity recognize the alarms and do not wait to
confirm or identify the danger for themselves but fly in panic to a safe site.
Foods consumed by Noisy Miners include nectar, lerps, fruits, insects – especially caterpillars
– and tiny reptiles and frogs. Unlike other honeyeaters, they forage on the ground amongst
short grasses.
Their range includes eastern and south-eastern Australia. They are native birds and are fully
protected.

Rear view of Noisy Miner on suburban Bird Bath
RH
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Front view of Noisy Miner in suburban garden.

RH
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This Noisy Miner nest, complete with three eggs, was constructed about 1.5 metres above
ground in a Callistemon in a home garden.

---oooOOOooo---

A memory jogger for those not familiar with these species
BROWN is BAD for our environment and native creatures.
GREY is GOOD – it is one of our native creatures.
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Bird Observers
With
Judy Hewett
Bird Outing 20th April 2014 at 7am
This outing was to LaBalsa Park and Point Cartwright Reserve, Mooloolaba.

Mooloolaba Spit. VMc

Prior engagements and illness meant that only a small group of members were present for this
walk. The day was bright and clear for our walk along the Mooloolah River walkway from
the boat ramp to the spit, then up the headland of Point Cartwright to the lighthouse and
return. This area has several habitat types presenting the opportunity to see different bird
species. The butterflies were having a day off.
Birds:
Australian Brush-Turkey, Spotted Dove, Crested Pigeo n, Little Pied Cormorant, Little Black
Cormorant, Pied Cormorant,
Australian Pelican, Striated Heron,
White-faced Heron,
Australian White Ibis, Eastern Osprey,
Brahminy Kite, Crested Tern, Silver
Gull, Galah,
Rainbow Lorikeet, Scaly-breasted
Lorikeet, Little Bronze-Cuckoo,[H],
Sacred Kingfisher,
Rainbow Bee-eater,[H], Mangrove
Gerygone, Fairy Gerygone, Lewin’s
Honeyeater, Noisy
Miner, Little Wattlebird, Brown
Honeyeater, Blue-faced Honeyeater,
Noisy Friarbird, Little
Friarbird, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike,
Varied
Triller,[H],
Little
Shrike-thrush, Australasian
Mangrove Gerygone V McL
Figbird, White-breasted Woodswallow, Grey Butcherbird,
Pied Butcherbird, Australian
Magpie, Spangled Drongo, Grey Fantail, Willy Wagtail, Torresian Crow, Magpie-lark,
Silvereye, Welcome Swallow.
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Sacred Kingfisher V McL

Butterflies:
Blue Tiger, Black Jezebel, Dainty Swallowtail, Yellow Migrant.
Other:
Sand Whiting, Turtle.

Thanks to all those who attended making this an enjoyable morning.
Thanks to Valda for the photographs.
Judith Hewett
22-04-2014
Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group Inc.
www.maroochywetlandssupport.org.au
Email: mwssgi@gmail.com
Phone: (07) 54486723
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Remaining Bird Observers Outings for 2014
13th 14th 15th June, Mini extended outing
This year we will base ourselves in the Caboolture area, with day trips to areas of interest. I
have planned activities for the three days, to three separate areas within the region. On
Sunday I plan to visit areas on the way back to the Sunshine Coast.
Accommodation: We will be staying at the Caboolture River Caravan Park, 26
Burnett Road, Caboolture.
Take exit 152, the Caboolture/Bribie Island exit from the Bruce Highway, travel towards
Caboolture. Burnett Road is almost immediately on your left once over the highway and on
the road to Caboolture.
There is a range of accommodation choices, with a range of per night
Prices:
 Studio Villa $110 for queen.
 Villa $110 x 2 people [3rd person $10 extra per night]
 Cabin $100 x 2 people. [3rd person $10 extra per night]
 Budget Cabin $90 x 2 people
 Powered Sites $29 x 2 people
Please make your own Bookings.
Ph: 07 5495 1041
www.caboolturerivercaravanpark.com
Please contact me should you have any questions.
07 5441 2838

17th August at 8am
Dunethin Rock Area.
Park along Lake Dunethin Road.
UBD Sunshine Coast Map 47 Grid H15

19th October at 7am
Mountain Creek Conservation Area.
Park at the Coho Court entrance off Malabar Court off Glenfields Bvd.
UBD Sunshine Coast Map 79 Grid J11

21st DECEMBER at 7am.
Bli Bli area starting at Park Lakes.
Park along Parklakes Drive, Bli Bli.
UBD Sunshine Coast Map 57 Grid N8
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MWSSGI Education
With
Katie-Anne Beale
As I mentioned in my last report there are some
exciting new and innovative school holiday
programs (aimed at >12y/olds) being developed.
I have been forging relationships with the Sunshine
Coast Regional Council and local community
businesses to ensure the program’s success and the
building of community connection and involvement
with the Wetlands.
Currently we have two proposed programs
designed for this year:

DF

1. MusicMayhem with the Wetlands @ Maroochy Botanic Gardens
Dates: Wednesday 2nd July 2014
Wednesday 9th July 2014
Time – 10am-12pm
Age – 6+
Join Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group as they present this unique music
program that allows children to explore and connect to their local environment and
community through music.

2. Chill Out in the Wetlands @ Maroochy River, Wetlands Sanctuary, McMartin’s Farm
Dates:

to be advised

Time: 9-3pm
Age- 6+ (Adult Supervision required)
Cost- $35p/child Accompanying Adult FREE!
Enjoy a day out on the Maroochy River - Cruise on the Laguna with Maroochy Eco Tours ·
Fish off the Boat · Walk & activities through the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary · Farm tour
and Pick Strawberries at McMartins Farm · enjoy a kiddies icecream!

I will keep you informed about the further development of these programs. Anyone interested
in helping me please contact me through the Wetlands office (54486723).
Katie Beale (MWSSGI Education Officer)
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Congratulations John !!!!!
Recently Halcyon Landing was voted in the top five retirement facilities in Australia with
respect to their care for the environment. Well done Halcyon Landing!

On top of this our own Vice President, John Tucker, received an award from Halcyon
Landing for his work for the local environment. Well done John.

Our Vice President, John Tucker, receiving his Halcyon Landing environment award. Pictured with
our local Councilor Steve Robinson.
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