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President’s Column
With
Derek Foster

Folks,
I would like to focus my comments this month on the role we play with respect to the Sanctuary and how
we will need to operate into the future.
There has been an evolution over the past 25 years with our associated with the Sanctuary. In the early
days (1970’s – 80’s) there was a fight to establish the MWS, and we had issues with the proposed
development of the area into a marina. This was a time when ‘conservation’ and ‘environmentalism’ was
seen as very radical ideologies and opposed to the dominant thinking of ‘develop at all costs’.
Having proposed the concept of a multi-use facility (late 1980’s) that had very low environmental impact
but high social and educational value, the effort shifted from preservation to protection through linking to
community values. The model also attracted and contributed to the growing ecotourism industry. By the
early 1990’s significant investment had been made by the then Maroochy Shire Council in the
establishment of infrastructure and the role of the newly formed support group was to support the
development of walking tracks and gardens and contribute a community perspective to the promotion of
the Sanctuary.
Over the next 15 – 20 years there was continuous improvement in the infrastructure. This included the
construction of another building, realignment of walking tracks, more boardwalks and more effort in
managing the flora around the interpretation centre. During this time the triumvirate of partners
(Maroochy Shire Council, Bilai Environmental Education Centre and the Support Group) maintained their
relationship with each other and we kept the Sanctuary open on Sundays and holidays.
In more recent times there have been some significant changes that are worth thinking about:









The Maroochy Shire Council has been superseded by a much larger local authority. Due to its size
and new operational needs our old relationship with the Council has changed and we have new
ways of talking to Council.
Council has identified three areas of natural significance, Mary Cairncross, Botanical Gardens and
Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary and has begun to develop systems that will operate over all three
centres.
Council has now finished the refurbishment of our boardwalk with materials that should last for a
long time – a huge investment in the Sanctuary.
Technology has exploded in terms of communication and social interactions. Websites, Facebook,
Twitter and a growing number of other systems are used by people to talk to each other and have
become the norm.
Parklakes, Cutters Ridge and Halcyon Landing have been responsible for a large population growth
in Bli Bli and new stages of each will see the doubling of the current population. Most of the new
people will probably not be from around here so there is a progressive shift in how people see their
local community. The increased population has a huge potential to threaten the natural systems of
the Sanctuary because of the increased threats of domestic pet incursions, poorer quality of
stormwater, garden weeds and the dumping of rubbish. By the same token it increases the
opportunity for new members.



Schools have been swamped with the ‘National Curriculum’. This has impacted on the freedom of
teachers to develop locally relevant teaching modules.

What all of this means is that we have to change with the times if we are to keep our organisation relevant
and we are to operate in a way that fits the current day.
Here are a few thoughts:










We need to communicate within the IT framework. We have made great steps in this direction
over the past three years with the establishment of our website, email account and Facebook, but
we need to keep up to date.
We need to reach out to the community to allow the new residents of our local area to understand
why the Sanctuary is special. We also need to respond within our group to the needs of local
people so that membership with us is meaningful. Another key group we need to include are other
conservation/environment groups. We need to strive for synergy between us and others who are of
like minds.
We should strive for the involvement of younger people. Young people bring energy, innovation
and laughter. Those of us who are older can continue to fill an important role with the wisdom of
our years but we need to encourage a new generation to take over. Oldies can act for now as
leaders, guides and mentors, but if the natural systems of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary are
going to be sustained into the future we need a transition to future ‘wetlanders’. Education
programs, involvement with local schools and an effort on our part to link the wetlands to the
National Curriculum will provide a way of linking young hearts to our Sanctuary.
We need to realize that we and our partners have established a well-respected nature reserve that
is now well endowed with public access infrastructure. We are now part of a broader Council
initiative and we need to be ready to join a concerted effort across the three areas of significance.
We will need to be prepared to work closely with Council as they strive to develop quality
operational standards across the three centres. This has begun with the training provided by
Council this year but I foresee more and better training and more support as things develop.
Finally I think we need to continuously improve our interpretation services. This means much
better displays which are well thought through, flexible, interesting and relevant to a range of age
groups. We should also link our displays to research and education programs in and for the
wetlands and also with other conservation/environment groups. We need to improve our
interactive interpretive work in dealing with the public. A coordinated and innovative approach to
the use of our newly painted Education Trailer is an exciting challenge for 2015. The self-guiding
walk experience and volunteer guides are two other important services that we need to
continuously improve so that we are providing the best possible experience for the public.

One thing that we should be ready for is change! Sometimes change is uncomfortable, but things are
changing beyond our control at a great rate. If we are to fulfil our primary purpose of looking after the
wetlands we need to be at the forefront of change. Unless we are ready, we will be left behind as
irrelevant.
We are currently engaged in a wide array of activities and these need to be maintained and expanded to
ensure we remain relevant, exciting and worthy of our place at the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary.

Derek.

Through the Sanctuary
with Robyn Howard
At the Sanctuary – 5th July, 2014
Robyn Howard

How wonderful to have full access to the boardwalks again, and on such a glorious day. The new
boardwalk is great. So many folk visiting and chatting as they discovered this asset, all with positive
reports of their experiences on the day. As one lady described it to me – “a very special place”.
As I arrived, I was greeted as usual by that beautiful sound of birdsong, and several of those responsible
soon made themselves apparent. In the garden were Eastern Yellow Robin, Lewin’s Honeyeater and Grey
Fantail, and at the beginning of the track were three Spectacled Monarchs, some Brown Gerygones, and
Brown Honeyeaters. Mistletoebirds were common along the whole walk, doing four of their differing calls.
It was surprising to see so many as there seemed to be no mistletoes with fruit. Grey Shrike-thrushes gave
their strikingly beautiful calls from several spots along the walk, as did the Golden Whistlers. Four Yellowtailed Black-Cockatoos flew over with at least one of them giving a juvenile call. The Rufous Whistler,
which is normally seen out by the river, was occupying a group of casuarinas near the beginning of the
mangrove area. As I was peering into those trees, I saw some movement so took up my binoculars and
spotted the White-throated Nightjar on a low branch. (Unfortunately amongst too much foliage, so no
photo.) Below it, two Bar-shouldered Doves were moving on the ground, so were perhaps the reason for
its disturbance.

Spectacled Monarch – Photo J J Harrison (Wikipedia)

Grey Shrike-thrush – about 25 cm – on Grey Mangrove branch. A plain bird
with a glorious song.
Robyn Howard

In all the forest types, the vegetation was looking green and healthy, far better than when I had last been
able to visit in the dry and heat at the end of January. The Grey Mangroves are in heavy fruit, the River
Mangroves with plenty of bud, and the Orange Mangroves must have been disturbed by the odd seasons.
Many trees had plenty of buds, lots had already flowered (and a few actually had flowers still in the calyx),
some had small hypocotyls forming, some hypocotyls were half-grown and others almost fully formed.
The Barbed-wire Vine (Smilax australis) had lovely bunches of black fruit, whilst the Berry Saltbush (Einadia
hastata) had small clusters of tiny red fruit. Coastal Boobialla (Myoporum acuminatum) was displaying its
delicate white blossoms with mauve spots, a plant worth stopping to look at closely. The Scrambling
Clerodendrum (Clerodendrum inerme) was in flower. This species suffered in the dry heat, and its flower
production reflects this fact. The blossom is white and tubular with four purplish long stamens. The length
of the tube this season is about half the normal length, and similarly with many stamens, but there was still
a good showing of flowers.

Fruit of the Barbed-wire Vive (Smilax australis)

Robyn Howard.

Scrambling Clerodendrum flowers (formed with shortened tube) Robyn Howard.

Large numbers of molluscs (not identified at the time) were on the mudflats, especially in the area
enclosed by the boardwalks to the far crab hide. The Marine Couch (Sporobulus virginicus) is beginning a
slow recovery in that same area, and is looking great elsewhere.
As is typical in cooler weather, thousands of tiny crabs were feeding, but low numbers of larger crabs such
as the fiddlers and Maroon Mangrove Crabs. The cool weather also meant that butterflies were not active
and few insects or spiders could be found.
As I was out on the pontoon, a family of four with whom I had spoken earlier arrived. The lad had picked
up a dead leaf along the way and let it drift from his fingers into the river. Immediately, a group of about
eight Fantailed Mullet swam up to the surface, splashing as they tried to retrieve what they expected to be
food!

Coastal Boobialla

Robyn Howard

The Bli Bli Birdwing project
The Nursery, and Coolum and North Shore Coast Care, have been part of the campaign to
"Bring back the Birdwing" to its former distribution (from the Richmond River in NSW to the
Wide Bay region) for several years. The male Richmond Birdwing butterfly is a glorious,
large emerald green and black creature, its female also large if less brilliant. Clearing of
coastal rainforest for development led to the contraction of the butterfly's range, because
larval stages (caterpillars) of the butterfly have only one food source, a rampant climber
called Pararistolochea praevenosa. Colonies still exist in Buderim and Yandina, but the open
country between these two places and Coolum prevent the butterfly from reaching
Coolum. As well as distance, the lack of sufficient food is a deterrent - each caterpillar
needs lots of leaves to grow to maturity.
Bli Bli is conveniently situated to form a way station between, say, Buderim and Coolum or
Yandina and Coolum. If we can get a good quantity of vines growing in and around Bli Bli,
we are making it possible for the butterfly to travel to Bli Bli and on to Coolum, stopping on
the way to lay eggs on those vines.
The Coolum Community Native Nursery has hundreds of vines ready to be planted, and
Coolum and North Shore Coast Care (formerly Coolum District Coast Care Group) has
received funding to buy and plant these vines in Bli Bli. Once established, Birdwing vines
climb towards the tops of trees, or cover fences and trellises, so they need strong support.
They also function more effectively if there are several vines in close proximity. For these
reasons, locations with mature trees or strong fences are preferred. The vines seem to
enjoy habitats where their roots are shaded, and a good water supply encourages soft
young leaves which the smaller caterpillars need.
The Bli Bli project has been waiting for some months for the right time - good rain and good
growing conditions - and they have finally arrived. We have set Sunday September 7 as the
date for the first mass planting. All we need now are some suitable sites, and some willing
hands and bodies to plant and look after the vines.
Jan Crossland
Coolum and North Shore Coast Care,
Richmond Birdwing Conservation Network
Phone: 54739768
Mobile: 0401956150

Bird Observers
With Judith Hewett
Bird Observers outing August 17th August 2014.

Dunethin Rock.

River side picnic area.

Photo: Judith Hewett

Sunday dawned overcast and grey with intermittent light showers. The forecast for the day
indicated that this would probably clear by the afternoon. Five members braved the
morning which commenced with a walk along the river to the boat ramp. There was a lot of
small bird activity high in the canopy, quite difficult at times to clearly see against the grey
sky. We then returned to the picnic area and walked in the opposite direction along the
river edge to the road end. On previous occasions this area had been an excellent area with
the tree canopy over the road and the roadside area covered with dense grassy vegetation.
Recent hazard reduction had cleared the thick grass from the roadside and trimmed or
removed many of the trees. I was sure that this would reduce the bird numbers in the area.
Not so. I was surprised to see the grey sky clear quickly to reveal blue sky and sunshine. The
small birds were everywhere obviously enjoying the weather change. Some highlights for us
were the White-bellied Sea-Eagle gliding over the river, two whipbirds foraging on the road
ahead of us, Rainbow Bee-eaters flashing their showy colour in the sun and a large flock of
Chestnut-breasted Mannikins sharing a communal bath in a large puddle. After a late
morning tea we walked to the access walkway to Lake Dunethin. It had become quite breezy
on the lake and so this area was almost devoid of birdlife, unlike on my earlier visit the
previous weekend when the Mangroves had been alive with honeyeaters. We then drove
the short distance uphill to the picnic area at Dunethin Rock itself.

White-bellied Sea-Eagle.

Robyn Howard

BIRDS:
Australian Brush-turkey, Australian Wood Duck, Pacific Black Duck, Crested Pigeon, Bar-shouldered Dove,
Topnot Pigeon, Little Black Cormorant, Pied Cormorant, Australian Pelican, Intermediate Egret, Cattle Egret,
Australian White Ibis, Straw-necked Ibis, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Whistling Kite, Brahminy Kite, Masked
Lapwing [H], Galah, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Rainbow Lorikeet, Scaly-breasted Lorikeet, Pale-headed
Rosella, Fan-tailed Cuckoo [H], Azure Kingfisher, Laughing Kookaburra, Rainbow Bee-eater, Red-backed
Fairy-wren, Variegated Fairy-wren, White-browed Scrubwren, Large-billed Scrubwren, Brown Thornbill,
Striated Pardalote, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Miner, Scarlet Honeyeater, Brown
Honeyeater, White-throated Honeyeater, Blue-faced Honeyeater, Eastern Whipbird, Black-faced Cuckooshrike, Varied Triller, Golden Whistler, Rufous Whistler, Grey Shrike-thrush, Olive-backed Oriole, Whitebreasted Woodswallow, Australian Magpie, Pied Currawong, Grey Fantail, Willie Wagtail, Torresian Crow,
Eastern Yellow Robin, Golden-headed Cisticola, Silvereye, Welcome Swallow, Fairy Martin, Mistletoebird,
Red-browed Finch, Chestnut-breasted Mannikin. [60]

Chestnut-breasted Mannikin

Judith Hewett
21-08-2014

Robyn Howard

Eastern Yellow Robin.

Robyn Howard

EMAIL / INTERNET / ATM SECURITY — J.DOYLE

09/08/2014

I am no expert on these issues but i think itʼs important that we are aware of the possibility for serious fraud
and theft which occurs on a massive scale often by highly professional criminals. This subject is not directly
part of wetlands concerns but it is part of all our everyday lives for those of us who use the internet, online
credit card transactions and ATMs. This article only covers the very basic scams so please be aware that
there are many others and some are very sophisticated. Check out various websites, bank and credit card
providers, government scam warning sites etc.
EMAIL SECURITY:
*

Using Bcc: rather than Cc:
When sending emails to more than one person, itʼs better to use Bcc:
especially if itʼs to a large group as, when sent as Cc:, everyone on the list sees everyone elseʼs address and if a
spammer has one of those, all will then become possible targets for spam which could contain, as well as
unwanted advertising (usually for sex products), malicious software, which could then be sent out to all the
addresses in that personʼs address book and so on…..

*

Links embedded in email text: Do not click on links in emails unless you are sure itʼs safe as they can take
you to false or suspect websites. Links include offers such as winning money, money due to you in a will, money
due to a tax rebate, free holidays, free television sets etc., but your bank details are always required first to
obtain the money or goods. Itʼs safer to copy and paste the link into your browser. Sometimes only small amounts
are taken from your account so you may not notice. Often the criminals will take your account details but not act
on them for a while so you might assume that no damage has been done.

*

Phishing emails: You may receive emails apparently from your bank, for example, asking for your account
details as your account has been deactivated or needs to be verified; or emails designed to arouse your curiosity
so you open it or watch a video clip that is malicious. Donʼt open it if you are unsure of the source, or
personal/financial information is asked for. There are many websites that give the latest information on such
scams such as: http://www.hoax-slayer.com/latestinformation.html.

PASSWORDS:
With the current massive amount of criminal stealing of personal information and identity theft, it is more essential
than ever to have complex and long (at least 10 characters if possible), passwords and NEVER use the same
password in all your accounts and transactions. Thatʼs a recipe for disaster!
*

You can look up websites that will give you details on how to set up “good” passwords. Make sure the website is
genuine first though!

*

Much of information theft happens due to random attempts to find an open system which makes the whole
process easy for the cyber criminal gangs. So use firewalls and security checks in all parts of your computing and
phone systems.

WEBSITES:

*

If you use a good internet browser, it should flag up any websites that donʼt have a current certificate. If it isnʼt set
to do that, it may allow you onto fraudulent sites.

*

Check all of any website to make sure it looks genuine. I followed a link to the ACMA (Australian Communication
& Media Authority) once to register my phone so as not to receive advertising. I thought it didnʼt look quite right,
especially the logo which looked fuzzy. It was false.

*

Make sure the “locked” sign comes up in the search bar to guarantee it is secure before entering
personal/financial information.

*

Donʼt give more information than necessary. If your birth date isnʼt essential, donʼt give it.

CREDIT CARD USE:
*

Skimming credit card/bank card details can be done in an EFTPOS machine if your card is removed from your sight
and a duplicate made very quickly.

*

Skimming can also be done by someone carrying a mobile machine in a bag from about 20cm. Their machine
sends a signal which activates your card which then sends its information to the machine from which a copy can
be made. You can avoid this by using a metal case to carry your cards, or putting Al foil on both sides of the card
stack in your wallet or purse can deflect the signal apparently. [N.B. Iʼm not sure about this one and how thick the
foil would need to be].

ATMs:
*

Skimming from bank cards at ATMs require both a pinhole camera above or to the side of the keypad to catch the
pin numbers as you type them in, and a device which is attached to the card slot to retrieve the information on
the magnetic strip.

*

These devices are usually attached and removed within 24 hours at remote ATMs and especially at weekends
where thefts may remain unnoticed or reporting difficult.

*

Always cover your hand when typing onto the keypad.

*

If anything looks suspicious, leave it alone and report it.

*

They come in many guises but they are all attached in some way. Hereʼs some examples:

Here the slot is fitted over the normal one. A clue is that itʼs not flashing!

Here the card slot has been attached as shown

This area is the usual spot to attach the pinhole camera above the keypad

Bank websites have a section on skimming which is worth checking. This one is from the Commonwealth Bank
Customer Awareness Guide

This devious one is another version that may go unnoticed as it isnʼt in the usual place.

