UCA
Wetlands Sanctuary News

DATES TO REMEMBER
th

Next meeting: Thursday 10th July at 7pm at
the Mangrove Room.
Next Bird Observers’ Group Outing.
17th August at 8am
Dunethin Rock Area.
President/Secretary: Derek Foster 5448 5025 / 0402 352 077
Vice President: John Tucker 54085432 / 0416 168 574
Treasurer: Lyn Ireland 0404 371 362
Sports Road, Bli Bli
email: mwssgi@gmail.com
Email: mwssgi@gmail.com
Website: www.maroochywetlandssupport.org.au
Maroochy Wetlands facebook.

Mail to: P.O.Box 32
BLI BLI Q.4560

(‘Uca’ is the scientific name for the Fiddler Crab)
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President’s Column
With
Derek Foster
Folks,
Well we are open again! Yes the boardwalk is all finished
and it looks great. The workers have done a great job and
when you walk through there is very little evidence of them being in there. For those who
have a plaque on the boardwalk you will be pleased to know that these are all being reinstated
on the wooden section of the boardwalk out near the river. The self-guiding walk numbers
have been reinstated and there is discussion underway about some signage for along the
boardwalk. Come on down as this is the best time of the year to be inside one of the most
fascinating and different forests you will ever experience.
Preparation for and ticket sales for the ‘Cruise
with Us’ program are well underway so tell your
friends to get their tickets as soon as possible.
23rd of August. Have you been contacted to
assist on the day? If not give Ailsa a ring,
544848484.

U3A Birdwatchers DW

Robin Skett has been busy getting things
underway for the installation of new lighting in
the Mangrove Room. Robin also organized a
great working bee where over a hundred new
plants were established in new gardens near the toilet block.

Robin has also got Council permission for the installation of new display boards that we will
attach directly to the wall. Soon our display will be looking fantastic. The Bli Bli on
Maroochy Historical Society in
conjunction with Ailsa Watson has also
been busy developing new display for
the Cane Cutters’ Building so we look
forward to seeing the end product –
should be fabulous!
Deb Wedmaier and John Tealby have
done a great job in getting the Education
Trailer ready for World Environment
Day and a full report is in the
Newsletter.
Deb and John also recently hosted two
bird groups (U3A and Pelican Waters
Probus Club) at the Sanctuary and all had
a great time.

Pelican Waters Probus Club enjoying a post walk
cuppa on the veranda. DW

The Sunshine Coast Council released their budget recently and it identified that they are
intending to bitumen Sports Road at some time this year. Cr Steve Robinson is coming to our
next meeting (10th July) to tell us more.
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This is the best time of the year to visit the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary so tell your
friends, grab a picnic and some refreshments and come for a visit. There is nothing nicer than
the sit in the ‘ballroom’ out by the river and enjoy a beautiful winter’s day and some lunch.

U3A birdwatchers DW

3

Through the Sanctuary
with
Robyn Howard
Visit to Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary – 31st January, 2014
I cannot resist the allure of the wetlands on the extreme high tides, and thought this may be my
last opportunity for several months to experience the wonders of the sanctuary. The boardwalk
upgrade was due to commence. It had been really windy for maybe a week (cyclone Dylan
was in the north) and rain had been threatening, or promising, but little was falling in the area.
The tide was so high, (probably higher than scheduled because of the northern low,) that water
had crept up as far as the footings of the newest boardwalk. The aura at the sanctuary was
subtly different from the usual, but one thing that does not change is the cheery melodies of the
Brown Honeyeaters which continued from the car-park to the river.
Small birds were evident, especially the Brown
Thornbills, as I set out. Amongst many calls,
their lovely trill is quite diagnostic for
identification. Both male and female Golden
Whistlers, Eastern Yellow Robins, and Varied
Trillers were above the concrete pathway. A
couple of White-throated Treecreepers were
seeking insects in the bark of Casuarina glauca
and Paperbark trees, and singing loudly. While
I was stopped finding the first treecreeper, I
realized I was hearing the call of the Tusked
Frog (Adelotus brevis), the first I had heard
there in years.
Cicadas were quiet
until I reached the mangroves
where the Black Princes were

Varied Triller

RH

White-throated Treecreeper
(Female)
Photo: Birdlife Aust

chorusing so loudly that it was
difficult to pick out the White
Drummers also calling.
Tusked Frog (Adelotus brevis)

The Mangrove Fern was developing its spore – some frond Photo: Qld Govt EHP
ends just beginning to colour and others really brown.
Rustling in the ferns drew my attention to a Northern Brown Bandicoot which may have been
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White Drummer (Arunta perulata) RH

disturbed by water reaching its daytime roost, or perhaps
it forgot it is supposed to be nocturnal! River Mangroves
have been fruiting prolifically and the Grey Mangroves
are in flower. The Orange Mangroves have dropped most
of their hypocotyls and are now in bud again. Mangroves
further from the river were suffering from the dry and
experiencing leaf-loss, especially the Milky Mangroves.
The mistletoe, Amyema congener, was an
uncharacteristic bright green relief with its red and
yellow flowers creating a beautiful contrast.

At the far
crab hide, there were a few unusual tiny fish which I
did not recognize. I want to call them juvenile
bullrouts, but I am far from confident about that.
They were very dark, slightly mottled, about 15 mm
long with extremely broad large heads, tapering to
fine tails. Whereas other fish swam at various depths,
these seemed to hug the bottom and were quite
sluggish. The Striated Heron flew by silently just
above the water and disappeared into the mangroves.
Three Spangled Drongos cackled and played around
the canopy as I progressed towards the pontoon. A
couple of Rufous Fantails added lovely colour as well
as their song, and Whistling Kites contributed their
Mistletoe (Amyema congener)
calls. Yellow-faced Honeyeaters were on a rare visit Variable
RH
to this area.
The Bar-sided
Skink was still occupying its regular hollow and kept
a wary eye on me but did not hide. Once the tide had
receded sufficiently, thousands of crabs appeared to
feed on the surface. Many, many really tiny ones and
amongst the larger specimens, Purple and Cream
Shore Crabs and Scarlet Three-spined Mangrove
Crabs predominated.

Variegated Fairy-wren (Male)
Photo: Glen Fergus

As I started the return journey, I heard Variegated
Fairy-wrens in the casuarinas opposite the crab hide,
so I felt compelled to go and locate them. This is an
unusual spot to find them, but on the way back, I also
found them near the end of the old narrow boardwalk
in a fairly dense Orange Mangrove stand and in nearby
Mangrove Ferns. I had not noticed them so deeply
into the mangroves in the past. It is not typical habitat
for them, but it was certainly lovely to see them, especially
the male with his metallic blue, bright chestnut, black,
brown and white plumage.
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Bird Observers
Mini Outing June 2014
With
Judy Hewett
Bird Observers Report July 2014
The mini outing to Caboolture area was a success with eight members attending for the three
days. We were joined by two members as day trippers on Friday morning and two other
members as day trippers on Saturday afternoon. I wish to thank those members who assisted
me on this outing.
Friday:
Morning - Osprey House, Dholes Rocks, Griffin.
Natural and created habitats surround this
peaceful sanctuary where Ospreys,
Brahminy and Whistling Kites and
White-breasted Sea-eagles regularly
roost. There is a purpose built raptor
platform with TV monitoring from within
Osprey House. When we arrived a young
male Eastern Osprey was feeding on a
large bream. This took him sometime to
devour. The resident female Eastern
Osprey visited
the platform
during the
morning. Both
At Osprey House. Judith Hewett
were harassed by Crows. An
Ironbark tree in the car park
was the preferred resting area for the resident Koala and her
young.
We explored the Boardwalks that lead through mangroves,
mudflats and salt marsh flats.
At Osprey House.
Time was spent at
Judith Hewett
the bird hide and on
the open viewing
platform. We also walked the road to the small
settlement of Dholes Rocks.
At Osprey House. Judith Hewett

Afternoon - John Oxley Reserve, Ogg Road,
Murrumba Downs.
We travelled to the John Oxley Reserve for a
late lunch then a walk down the Carole Green
Walkway to the North Pine River. This area
has eleven hectares of diverse multiple
ecosystems. It is reported that this area
supports 242 bird species, 13 mammal

Boardwalk on Carole Green Walkway.
Moreton Bay Regional Council.
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species, 8 reptile species and 8 amphibian species. We did not manage to see all the bird
species on our walk!
.

We then moved on to the Caboolture Regional Environmental
Education Centre. [CREEC]
Rowley Road, Burpengary.
This is an environmental and interpretation centre on an
18hectare reserve with Burpengary
Creek running through the reserve. Bush walks meander
through natural riparian vegetation.
Although it was not that late in the day, the evening was
rapidly approaching. We walked down past the Macadamia and
Koala food tree plantations to the creek, along the creek edge
then back across the grassed area to the car park.
Spangled Drongo.

Saturday:
Elizabeth Laidlaw
Morning - Sheep Station Creek Conservation Park, Upper
Caboolture, Phelps Road entrance.
We made an early start on an overcast
morning. There was plenty of small bird
activity high in the foliage but it was
somewhat difficult with the overcast sky.
This park consists of 231 hectares of open
forest. It is locally important for the
conservation of native plants and animals.
There are identified sites of cultural
heritage significance. Low- key
recreational use includes bush-walking,
nature observation and horse riding. There
were several small showers interspersed
with glimpses of weak sunshine during the
morning walk.
Judith Hewett

For lunch we travelled
further along Caboolture River Road that
becomes McNamara Road to Rocksberg
Heritage Park. This is a very pleasant small
park bordering the northern branch of
Caboolture Creek.
Following lunch we surveyed the area, birds of
note were Varied Sittella, Black-chinned
Honeyeater and Rainbow Bee-eater.
Afternoon - Visit to Lakeview Park, Lakeview
Rocksberg Heritage Park
Road, Morayfield.
Elizabeth Laidlaw
This reserve was a tobacco farm until the mid 1970’s with the
large water dams used for irrigation. The area was then subdivided for residential use. In the
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early 1990’s CREEC undertook extensive planting and erected a bird hide. Recently further
work has been done by Caboolture Council.

Lakewiew Park Dams. Judith Hewett

Sunday:
Toorbul, Meldale and Donnybrook.
Travelling home we visited these communities along Pumistone Passage. Toorbul has a
major high tide roost used by migratory shorebirds. At this time of year most have returned to
the northern hemisphere though some choose to over winter here. We spent most of the
morning at the high tide roost with the incoming tide bringing the birds closer to us on the
grassy knoll. A brief visit was taken to Meldale, a small settlement on the passage, then some
time was spent in bushland along Elimbah Creek, off Meldale Road. Our final visit was to
Donnybrook.
Thank you to all who attended and made the mini outing a success.
Ed notes
Saturday night we all had dinner together at the Caboolture RSL, live music and good
food!!!!
For a full report on birds seen on the trip please refer to Judy’s report sent to you on
Monday the 7th of July.
Remaining Bird Observers Outings for 2014
17th August at 8am
Dunethin Rock Area.
Park along Lake Dunethin Road.
UBD Sunshine Coast Map 47 Grid H15
19th October at 7am
Mountain Creek Conservation Area.
Park at the Coho Court entrance off Malabar Court off Glenfields Bvd.
UBD Sunshine Coast Map 79 Grid J11
21st DECEMBER at 7am.
Bli Bli area starting at Park Lakes.
Park along Parklakes Drive, Bli Bli.
UBD Sunshine Coast Map 57 Grid N8
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MOSQUITOES
John Doyle
This article is an introduction only to mosquitos in the sense of generating interest in a part
of our wetlands sanctuary that is usually either neglected or seen as only a nuisance rather
than as a vital aspect of the natural cycles of this unique environment. Much of this material
has been gleaned from the world wide web so cannot be guaranteed to be totally accurate.
You wouldn't go to the wetlands to see these particular insects but, at certain times of the
year, they will certainly seek you out. They are mosquitoes. The name, “mosquito” comes
from the Spanish word for fly which is,”mosca”. The suffix,”ito” changes the sense into
something smaller.
According to the chart we have in the mangrove room there are about 70 species in Australia
and about 50 inhabit this region. There are estimated to be around 3,000 species worldwide
ranging from the equator to arctic regions. The worst infestations are said to be in Greenland!
Due to changing climatic conditions our chart (which was developed in 2002) may well be
out of date as some species have moved further south.
Mosquitos have been in existence for around 250 million years so they have had much more
time than human beings have had to survive and thrive (perhaps much better than we have!).
We usually think about them as just a nuisance, causing us to itch from their bites, but
mosquito swarms have caused major disruptions in human endeavours such as when King
Shapor I of Persia laid siege to the Roman fortress of Nisibis in Mesopotamia around AD
340. A swarm of mosquitoes made the animals stampede and caused him to retreat. It’s also
likely that one of the plagues of Egypt was actually due to a swarm of mosquitos.
The possibility of being
infected is very real as they
are responsible for carrying
many diseases ranging from
the debilitating Ross River
fever and Barmah Forest
Fever to serious and lifethreatening diseases such as
Dengue Fever and Malaria.
In a further article later in the
year I will outline which
diseases may be a threat for
us on the Sunshine Coast and
some easy strategies for
avoiding them.
We normally only perceive
mosquitos as tiny,
Aedes aegypti biting a human showing
bothersome insects so we donʼt see what they look
the abdomen engorged with blood—
[Public Domain]
like close up. The photo shows an approx. 200x
magnification where the fine details can be observed
of an ædes specimen. This particular species is not present in the sanctuary, it inhabits areas
in Northern Australia.
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So, apart from potential dangers, what use do they have in the environment?
Firstly, they are a major food source for many fish, birds and microbats. Secondly, they help
pollinate some edible plants. In our wetland area, mosquitoes mainly live in the trees within
the littoral forest, mostly on gums, figs and other trees and shrubs where they can easily
access sap, flower nectar, and juices from fermenting fruit. Also, since they are so
resourceful, they have perhaps worked out that a lot of people have to walk through that area
to go along the boardwalk!
Only the females (and not all species), bite, and then only to obtain blood as food to supply
nutrients for their eggs. Up to 400 eggs can be laid at a time. It seems that the males hang out
in the trees getting drunk on alcoholic beverages while the females do all the hunting and
gathering. Does that sound familiar?
There aren't so many in the melaleuca or casuarina forests probably because they can’t get
through the dry, peeling, papery bark of the tea trees or penetrate the very tough bark of the
she oaks. It may be also that they don’t like the tea tree smell as the oil is effective as a
deterrent.
How then do female mosquitos hunt for blood? Firstly, they see a movement and are attracted
to investigate further. They obviously are more likely to see a person if larger or pregnant.
They are drawn to certain colours like blue and black because they can hide more easily but
deterred by light colours such as white as they can easily be seen. It seems that yellow makes
them feel sick! Having spotted a movement, they can smell from about 50 metres and are
attracted to certain smells coming from your breath and body. They especially like chemicals
in sweat so entering an infested place after a run may not be such a good idea! To make
matters more complicated, different species like different smells. Also, people with “O”
group blood type are more vulnerable as they have a higher body temperature. They also have
heat sensors on their antennae which can detect the heat from blood pulsing just under the
skin.
Next they follow the carbon dioxide emanations from your breath and zigzag along this trail
until they find a suitable spot to attack at the same time being careful not to attract attention
which is why theyʼll go for ankles, elbows, necks. Black, sweaty socks are a goldmine!
Apart from the well-known deterrent sprays and roll-ons, there are some natural chemicals
that may deter an attack such as: neem, vanilla, cinnamon, lemongrass, rosemary, lemon
eucalyptus, tea tree and, apparently, peppermint mouthwashes and vapour rubs.
So, as you can see, the tiny, fragile mosquito, has some endearing qualities after all and,
remember, the next time you swat a mozzie, think of the deprivation the mother feels at the
loss of her babies.
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World Environment Day
June 8, 2014
Debra Wedmaier
This was the first outing for the Education Trailer and, as such, proved very successful.
The W.E.D. organizers were helpful in finding a suitable site on the concrete so that we
would not damage the University’s grass and we were happy with where we ended up.
The display boards proved quite
versatile as we had to rearrange
some components of our display
due to the windy conditions.
The windy conditions also meant
that the Children’s Activity table
had to be moved to a more
protected area and was therefore
A good location with plenty of passing
trade. DW

not as effective as
a hook to get their
parents into our
display but still proved a very popular component of our
display.
Once again, we succeeded in getting our message ‘out
there’ and there was a lot of interest from the general
public.
Thanks to all who helped on the day - John Tealby,
George Cowie, Terry O’Toole, Derek & Jo-Anne Foster,
John & Heather Tucker, Anne Ridd, John Doyle and
Robin Skett. Please forgive me if I have left anyone out.
Our display boards were versatile
and created much interest. DW

It was wonderful to see so many
Wetlands uniforms walking around
during the day and it is definitely a
positive event to be involved in every
year.

Terry O’Toole and Derek Foster
ready to help!
DW
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MWSSGI Education
With
Katie-Anne Beale

Next issue a full report on the programs that are
being run at the Maroochy Botanical Gardens!!

Katie Beale (MWSSGI Education Officer)

DF

Come Cruise with Us
August 23rd
Fabulous day out !!!!!!
- cruising the Maroochy River,
- enjoying a guided tour through the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary
- a great lunch at McMartin’s Strawberry Farm.

Bookings phone Ailsa on 54484848
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