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DATES TO REMEMBER
November meeting: Thursday 8th November 2012 at 4pm.
December, AGM and General meeting: Thursday 13th December 2012 at 4pm

Next Bird Observers’ Group Outing. 0700am start.
Next outing will be at Currrumundi Lake and the Conservation Park opposite, on December 16th.
7am start.Meet at the park end on Westaway Parade.
Meeting Agenda October 2012
Reports
Celebration night
Display Trailer
Promotion/ Marketing
Australia Day Awards,SCRC
Annual General Meeting
Vacant positions
President: DEREK FOSTER 5448 5025 mob: 0402 3520 77
Vice President: ROBYN HOWARD 5443 5129
Secretary: JUDITH HEWETT 5441 2838
Treasurer: DEBRA WEDMAIER 5448 5032
To receive your newsletter / meeting minutes by email please send contact details to email: mwssgi@gmail.com
Email: mwssgi@gmail.com
Website: www.maroochywetlandssupport.org.au
Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group facebook.

Dear all,
What a great night the Celebration Night was! It was great to see members, friends of
members, our new neighbours from Halcyon Landing and all the new members who
entered the photographic competition. It was also great to see special guests Councilor
Steve Robinson, Chris Baker, President of the Bli Bli Community Association and Maike
Thiessen from the Natural Foodstore at Forest Glen who, along with Cruise Maroochy,
provided $10 vouchers for everyone who bought a ticket.
As I was tied up most of the night playing with the bands and helping with speeches, I
would like to thank the team that made it all happen. Our marvelous raffles coordinator, Jo
Foster, excelled herself with a total of 13 different prizes and there were many happy
winners. Many thanks to all the people who donated prizes with a special thanks to IGA for
the pressure cooker and Davidlynne Photography for the lucky door prize. Ailsa Watson
managed the door and Katie Beale had her shop available for those who wanted Wetlands
memorabilia. Terry O’Toole was our ‘floor manager’ and Linda Morrell looked after all of
the technology. To all other members who were there, I am sure you also assisted in
various ways, so a big ‘thank you’ to you too.
Deb Wedmaier’s efforts with the Photographic Competition came to fruition and she, with
John Tealby’s help of course, did a great job of displaying all of the photos. She also did a
great job doing the presentations. Thanks to Nature’s Image Photography for the 1st prize
and the Commonwealth Bank for the junior prizes. Deb and John have also put together a
display of all the photos in the Mangrove Room and we are now thinking about where we
will hang the winning photos. Thanks to Frame Magic for the framing of these.
We had two bands playing on the night. The Sanctuary Brothers is a long time tradition with
Wetlands events and ‘Tis Irish Live played traditional Irish music and good time rock and
roll. I have the honor of playing with both bands and on your behalf would like to thank
them for their voluntary contribution to the night.
Lastly I would like to thank Councilor Steve Robinson for doing an excellent job as MC for
the night. He provided quizzes, jokes and kept everyone on track – thanks Councilor Steve.
Our AGM is coming up in December so I encourage you to do two things;
 Rejoin if you are a member and join if you are not. Just being a member is one way of
saying that you think the Wetlands are a vital and beautiful part of Sunshine Coast.
 If you have a little time on your hands and would like to get involved think about the
many opportunities that the Wetlands offers for enjoyment and friendship.
I’ll send you all something before the AGM.
At the November meeting I will be showing the photo story about this year’s activities so
don’t miss that. See you on the 8th of November.
Derek Foster

Photographic Competition Winners.

Open Winner: Heather Tucker with “Casuarina Jewels”.

Open highly commended: David Hodgson with “Defending
the Nest”.

Lynne Adams with “Faces of the Wetlands”.

Middle School winner: Sam Chown with “Forest Floor”.

Primary School winner: Talia Smith with “Curly Little Guy”.

Middle School highly commended: Jackson Allen with “New Life”.

Primary School highly commended: Amber Fellows
with “Afternoon Stroll”.

It was a wonderful night at the Sunshine Castle Bli Bli for the end of season celebration.
Congratulations to all who entered the photographic competition.
There were a total of twenty entrants and thirty photographs in this years’ competition.
The open competition had twelve entrants with twenty photos. The winner was Heather
Tucker with “Casuarina Jewels”. David Hodgson with “Defending the Nest” and Lynne
Adams with “Faces of the Wetlands” were Highly Commended in this section.
There were no entries in the Senior School section.
The winner in the Middle School section was Sam Chown with “Forest Floor”.
Jackson Allen with “New Life” was Highly Commended in this section.
The winner in the Primary School section was Talia Smith with “Curly Little Guy”.
Amber Fellows was Highly Commended with “Afternoon Stroll”.
Overall the competition was very successful.
Debra Wedmaier.

October in the Wetlands Sanctuary
The peak breeding time at the sanctuary is usually the second half of August, but this year,
nesting was in full swing in October. Breeding season calls are often very attractive and
more frequent than calls at others seasons. At various times, I watched the industrious
activity of several species constructing nests. In each case, the female was flying in with
nesting material, busily weaving it into the correct shape, then hopping into the part-nest,
shuffling around to ensure comfort, then flying off to find additional suitable material.
Comfort must be of utmost importance as the birds spend weeks sitting still, firstly keeping
the eggs warm and later protecting the young. Generally, the female spends most time on
the nest while the male does the hunting and supplying meals. Some of the nests were so
well camouflaged that once the frantic building activity finished, I was unable to return and
find the brooding bird on the nest. In the case of one beautiful Rufous Fantail, after
watching the construction phase, I returned and found the bird on the nest a few times.
Just about the time I hoped to find well-developed young, when we returned, we found the
nest partially destroyed and no sign of any birds. It appeared that all the effort the birds
had put in had resulted in a meal for some predator. Sad, but a normal part of nature. It is
interesting to see the various shapes, sizes, positions and materials utilised for nests.
I always enjoy checking out tree hollows, and one afternoon when Derek and I were
returning along the boardwalk, I looked at one hollow and could see the top of a furry head.
There were several hollows in the area, so I returned one evening in the hope of seeing
some little nocturnal mammal popping out to go on its nightly foraging. The little animal in
the first hollow was too impatient to wait for dark and kept slipping up to the opening to
check if it was dark enough yet, and would sit for a few minutes with its little pink nose and
small ears visible, so I was able to identify that it was a Common Ringtail Possum. I had
seven hollows in sight and it was quite wonderful that there were so many homes in that
area, all in old melaleucas. However, that was part of the problem, I think, and in the end, I
didn’t see a single animal exit its hollow. I also was in a bad position relative to the hollows
as the moon was behind them, throwing them into dark shadows. The hollows were all in
use, evidenced by the markings on the surrounding bark, but either I was looking elsewhere
when animals emerged or I was not patient enough to wait for them. I did see a couple of
insectivorous micro-bats and they seemed to come from a long slit hollow.
At one time, I heard relatively loud noises in the Mangrove Fern nearby and expected a
Northern Brown Bandicoot to present itself, but I suspect it was well aware of my presence
and therefore remained hidden. For all the lack of animals, I found it a very interesting
experience, noticing which birds remained active as it became darker and listening to the
night sounds. I investigated where to get best views and settled into my chair at about 5.25
p.m. Rufous Fantails, Golden Whistlers, Mistletoebirds, Large-billed Scrubwrens, White-

throated Tree-creeper, Lewin’s Honeyeater, and Eastern Whipbird were all calling and
active. About 20 minutes later, a small group of Little Lorikeets flew in. I have not been
hearing them during the day. By 6.00, the White-browed Scrubwrens became noisy, and
the fantail, whistler, honeyeater and whipbird were still calling. The whipbird kept up an
occasional call for perhaps another 15 minutes. The micro-bats and Owlet Nightjar
emerged and flew by around 6.10, and ten minutes later the White-throated Nightjar
commenced calling up in the open paddock next door. It has a loud wonderfully mad
bubbly call of rising notes. It did around ten calls and then fell silent, obviously having let
the world know this was his territory. At 6.30, the Eastern Yellow Robin called for five
minutes, having been silent earlier. By this time, all the night insects were quietly calling,
but other than katydids, I recognized none. The mosquitoes have been absent during the
day, and relatively few troubled me, even at night.
Incidentally, although I am finding cicadas in many areas I go to, they have not been
prevalent at the sanctuary yet.

Eastern Yellow Robin –well hidden

Rufous Fantail – testing during construction

Little Shrike-Thrush – if you can find her!

Brooding Rufous Fantail [Wineglass nest]
Article and photos: Robyn Howard

MAROOCHY WETLANDS BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP OUTING --- OCTOBER 21st 2012
This was held at Ian and Margaret Bunce`s property. Spillers Road, Imbil
Eight people attended on a very warm day.
50 bird species seen and 20 heard.
Thanks to Ian, for allowing us on his property, and for showing us around.
Next outing will be at Currrumundi Lake and the Conservation Park opposite, on December
16th 7am start.
Meet at the park end on Westaway Parade.
BIRDS SEEN
Black Kite, Masked Lapwing, Brown Quail, Australian King-Parrot, Little Bronze-Cuckoo,
Laughing Kookaburra, Dollarbird, Red-backed Fairy-wren, Brown Gerygone, Fairy Gerygone,
Striated Thornbill, Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Miner, Scarlet Honeyeater, Brown
Honeyeater, White-throated Honeyeater, White-naped Honeyeater, White-bellied Cuckooshrike, Cicadabird, Varied Triller, Golden Whistler, Rufous Whistler, Little Shrike-thrush,
Australasian Figbird, Olive-backed Oriole, Pied Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Pied
Currawong, Spangled Drongo, Grey Fantail, Australian Wood Duck, Pacific Black Duck,
Brown Cuckoo-Dove, Common Bronzewing, Crested Pigeon, Bar-shouldered Dove, Wonga
Pigeon, Wompoo Fruit-Dove, Topknot Pigeon, Little Black Cormorant, Willie Wagtail,
Torresian Crow, Leaden Flycatcher, White-eared Monarch, Black faced Monarch, Spectacled
Monarch, Magpie-lark, Eastern Yellow Robin, Tawny Grassbird, Welcome Swallow.

BIRDS HEARD
Eastern Koel, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, Pallid Cuckoo, Brush Cuckoo, Forest Kingfisher,
Rainbow Bee-eater, Noisy Pitta, White-throated Treecreeper, Variegated Fairy-wren,
Spotted Pardalote, Noisy Friarbird, Little Friarbird, Eastern Whipbird, Grey Shrike-thrush,
Peaceful Dove, Australian Owlet-nightjar, Restless Flycatcher, Silvereye, Red-browed Finch.
BUTTERFLIES
Common Grass Blue, Orchard, Monarch, Meadow Argus, Clear Wing Swallowtail, Brown
Ringlet, Black Jezabel, Lesser Wanderer, Grass Yellow, Glass wing.
Geoff and Elizabeth Laidlaw.

UCA Awards

Ailsa Watson with Derek Foster.

Katy-Anne Beale with Derek Foster

Terry O’Toole with Derek Foster

photos: D Wedmaier
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Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group Inc
Sports Road, Bli Bli, Qld 4560
Membership Application / Renewal
For Year 1st October, 2012, to 30th September, 2013
Name
Address

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
Telephone ______________________________________
email
_____________________________________
Postal Address
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
Temporary Membership Fee: $2.00 per outing. (Membership is for one outing only)

Annual Fees
Family or Group
Single

$25.00
$20.00

Self-funded Retirees
Pensioner or Student

$20.00
$15.00

(If joining after April, only half the Annual Fees apply.)
I also wish to make a donation of $___________
EFT:
You can EFT your subscription through your internet banking site or over the counter at a local branch.
Pay: Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group Inc
:Account No: 55-201-0901, NAB BSB No 084-801
Reference: your surname
Please mail or email the secretary confirming your payment by EFT with the following details:
Which bank payment lodged at, how much was lodged, date payment was made and the reference
used.

Cheque:
Please mail cheques to:

Email: mwssgi@gmail.com

Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group Inc
P O Box 32,
Bli Bli Qld 4560

