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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Next meeting: Thursday 12thth June at 7pm at 

the Mangrove Room. 
 

Next Bird Observers’ Group Outing. 

Extended outing to Caboolture Area 
June 13th 14th 15th 

 

President/Secretary: Derek Foster 5448 5025 / 0402 352 077 

Vice President: John Tucker 54085432 / 0416 168 574 

Treasurer: Lyn Ireland 0404 371 362 

 

Sports Road, Bli Bli  

email: mwssgi@gmail.com 

Email:  mwssgi@gmail.com  

Website: www.maroochywetlandssupport.org.au  

  Maroochy Wetlands facebook. 
 

(‘Uca’ is the scientific name for the Fiddler Crab) 

 

Mail to: P.O.Box 32 

BLI BLI Q.4560 

 

mailto:mwssgi@gmail.com
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President’s Column 
With  

Derek Foster 

Folks, 

Quite a lot to report and read about this month. Recently 

Jo and I went to Noosa Parks Association to hear Robyn 

Howard’s talk about the Sanctuary. It was great (Robyn 

really is a walking encyclopeadia about our Sanctuary!) 

and there quite a number of our members there. The 

Noosa Parks venue was extremely pleasant and 

welcoming. The techniques they are using for their displays are similar to the new 

arrangements for the Mangrove Room, which is coming along well. We currently have John 

Tealby putting castors on the display boards so we can move them around and the guys from 

the Men’s Shed at Halcyon Landing designing and building a storage box/seat for the room. 

The guys are also refurbishing the old sideboard which will go up to the Cane Cutters’ 

Building display. Aisla Watson is working with the Historical Society to have a draft 

historical display ready for the next meeting. We are expecting the boardwalk to ready on 

time and all things be orperational by July. You will be thrilled at the work that has been 

done. And we hope that by that time most of our display refurbishment will be complete  so 

that visitors this winter will get a high quality experience. 

 

John Doyle has done great work in locatig a new 

fridge for us and it is now in place in the 

Mangrove Room. John performed an unveiling at 

the last meeting and the fridge is a great support 

for the work the team does on the weekends. 

Sunday afternoon is becoming a great social event 

with several members regularly getting together 

for tea/coffee and a chat. 

 

Several members have undertaken training with 

the Sunshine Coast Council and their training is nearing completion. They will be 

undertaking final site specific training under the guidance of Robyn Howard on July 12th 

(Power point am and track pm) and the 19th where guides will have a section to present. Not 

only has this training been great to learn about the fauna and flora of the Sanctuary but it also 

has been vital in developing skills in how we interface with the public and how we represent 

our group and the Wetlands Sanctuary. I remind everyone that we have a Code of Conduct 

and we should be familiar with it and adhere to it at all times. 

 

Robin Skett has put together, in collaboration with the Council, and exciting works program 

which involves weeding and planting in three areas of the Sanctuary. More news about these 

as details are finalised.   

 

Finally, we have completed our involvement in World Environment Day and it went off 

fabulously. We need to extend a huge thanks to Debra Wedmaier and John Tealdby for their 

work in getting the new trailer ready and coordinating our display at the festival. Full report 

and photos next newswletter. 

 

Regards 

Derek Foster 

Sunday arvo on the veranda. RH 



Through the Sanctuary 
with 

Robyn Howard  

 

Flying Mammals 

 
Flying mammals?  Doesn’t sound right!  But it certainly is, and it’s not the gliders.  Our bats 

are all mammals which are PROTECTED species.  Bats fall into a couple of easily separated 

groups – the large (or mega) bats usually known as flying-foxes, and the tiny insectivorous 

microbats, but there are a few species which don’t comfortably fit into either group.  Blossom 

bats, tube-nosed bats, and the Ghost Bat are all larger than the microbats and quite different in 

their feeding and behaviour, but still much smaller than flying-foxes. 

 

At the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary, we are visited in the evenings by up to three species of 

flying-fox.  The smallest of these is the Little Red Flying-fox (Pteropus scapulatus), which 

may attain up to 500 grams in weight.  Their body fur is reddish-brown and their wing 

membranes are reddish and somewhat translucent.  Whilst our other two species are mostly 

located east of the Great Divide, the Little Red ranges through much of Queensland other than 

the far west, wherever suitable foods are found.  They are constant migrants, following food 

sources (which are limited to fewer items than our other species) and tend to move to the coast 

only when searching for 

scarce food resources.  

They almost exclusively 

utilise the blossom of 

eucalypts and melaleucas. 

 

All flying-foxes roost in 

daytime camps, then fly 

out to forage around 

sunset.  Camps may 

consist of only one 

species, but they happily 

group with the other 

flying-fox species.  The 

largest of our local flying-

foxes is the Grey-headed 

(Pteropus poliocephalus) 

which may grow to 1000 

grams.  Populations are 

fluid, following food 

supplies.  It is considered 

vulnerable.  Body fur is 

dark grey, the head normally a lighter grey, with a wide orange collar.  Foods include nectar 

and pollen of native trees and their fruits, and since they fly great distances – up to 50 

kilometres – they pollinate and disperse fruits far from the parent tree.  They are essential to 

our eucalypt forests and rainforests.  When native foods are scarce, they do take orchard fruit, 

coming into conflict with humans.  They are threatened by land clearing and loss of habitat, 

drought, urban encroachment, and extremes of heat.  At these times, many megabats are 

distressed and need to be rescued.  Since bats may carry Hendra virus or lissavirus, although 

Little Red Flying-fox (Pteropus scapulatus),). RH 



Australian health authorities class human risk as low, it is important not to touch a bat and that 

experts are called to perform the rescue, since they are inoculated against disease.  No rescue 

should be attempted by others. 
 

 

 

Our third bat is the 

most common and 

more often seen.  

The Black Flying-

fox (Pteropus 

alecto) is more 

adaptable and more 

sedentary than the 

other two species 

and is the second 

largest at up to 800 

grams.  They are 

black, excepting for 

a red/orange collar 

on the back of their 

necks.  They may 

have separate 

summer and winter 

roosts, but often 

utilize the same site 

year round.  They 

also depend on native 

flowers, pollen, nectar and fruits for sustenance, but will take introduced species.  These are 

the bats most likely 

to be seen in urban 

backyards.  They 

mate around April, 

and after a gestation 

of about 27 weeks, 

the young are born 

and for the first 

three weeks cling to 

their mother’s fur 

and travel with her, 

feeding on her milk.  

From that time until 

they are strong 

enough to join the 

nightly forays, they 

are left in a crèche in 

the roost camp. 

 

 

 

Grey-headed flying-foxes (Pteropus poliocephalus). RH 

The Black Flying-fox (Pteropus alecto)  RH 



 

Bird Observers 

With 

Judy Hewett 

 

Mini Extended Outing June 13th, 14th, 15th 2014 

This year we will be staying at the Caboolture River Caravan Park, 26 Burnett Road, 

Caboolture.  

 

Take exit 152, the Caboolture/Bribie Island exit from the Bruce Highway, travel towards 

Caboolture. Burnett Road is almost immediately on your left once over the highway and on 

the road to Caboolture. 

 

There is a range of accommodation choices, with a range of per night 

Prices; 

Studio Villa $110 for queen. 

Villa $110 x 2 people [3rd person $10 extra per night] 

Cabin $100 x 2 people. [3rd person $10 extra per night] 

Budget Cabin $90 x 2 people 

Powered Sites $29 x 2 people 

I have planned activities for the three days, to three separate areas within the region. On 

Sunday I plan to visit areas on the way back to the Sunshine Coast. 

 

Please contact me should you have any questions. 

07 5441 2838 

Check out their web page. http://www.caboolturerivercaravanpark.com/ 
 

ROOMS & SITES. 

Rates are subject to change without notice. All cabins / villas are ensuited 

 

Budget Cabins 

Fully self-contained 1 bedroom units with TV. Bedroom has a double bed. Kitchen has 

fridge, cooktop and microwave. All linen supplied 

Max 2 people 

 

Cabins 

Cabins are fully self-contained 1 bedroom units with TV. A double bed in the bedroom and a 

set of three bunk beds in the hallway. Kitchen has fridge, cooktop and microwave. 

Max 5 people. 

 

Villas 

Fully self-contained units with 1 bedroom. Bedroom has a double bed with a set of three 

bunks in the living area. Full kitchen facilities including full sized fridge, microwave and 

cooktop. TV, air-conditioning, ceiling fans, and outdoor furniture for veranda. 

Max 5 people. 

 

 

 

 



Studio Villas 

Fully self-contained unit with open plan living with Queen sized bed and single bed, air-

conditioning, ceiling fans, TV and full kitchen facilities including fridge, microwave and 

cooktop. 

Max 3 people. 

Powered Sites & Camping 

Sites with power and water included in tariff. 

Call to discuss limits for RV's 

 
Please make your own Bookings. 
Ph: 07 5495 1041 
www.caboolturerivercaravanpark.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remaining Bird Observers Outings for 2014 

 
17th August at 8am 
Dunethin Rock Area. 
Park along Lake Dunethin Road. 
UBD Sunshine Coast Map 47 Grid H15 

 
19th October at 7am 
Mountain Creek Conservation Area. 
Park at the Coho Court entrance off Malabar Court off Glenfields Bvd. 
UBD Sunshine Coast Map 79 Grid J11 

 
21st DECEMBER at 7am. 
Bli Bli area starting at Park Lakes. 
Park along Parklakes Drive, Bli Bli. 
UBD Sunshine Coast Map 57 Grid N8 

  

http://www.caboolturerivercaravanpark.com/


A chance encounter with a longtime friend and a doorway into community 

based environmental initiatives in Brisbane. 
Derek Foster 

At a recent environmental education meeting sponsored by 

the Sunshine Coast Council and held at the Big Pineapple I 

met up with a friend who I hadn’t seen for many years. 

Laurie Deacon went to school in Nambour and she used to 

accompany Jo and me on many camping weekends in the 

Conondale Ranges and other places. Born at Tewantin, 

Laurie grew up on the Maroochy River, cane farming with 

her mother and grandfather. As with a lot of us, Laurie’s 

career took her away from the area but her heart always 

remained here. She attained a Degree in Occupational 

Therapy in 1983 and has provided Rehabilitation across a 

range of physical, paediatric and mental health patient/client 

groups, worked as Director of OT at Nambour Hospital at 

one stage and has achieved leadership status amongst her 

peers. She now works in Brisbane. 

 

This broad OT therapy experience allowed Laurie to 

develop an appreciation of the necessity and 

responsibilities of providing a healthy natural 

environment for humans to learn and grow in. Couple 

this with her ongoing love of nature and her passion 

for biodiversity it is no wonder that Laurie has had a 

distinguished role in supporting environmental 

initiatives throughout Queensland and Australia. She is 

currently President of Mount Gravatt Environment 

Group and is active in other conservation groups e.g. 

QCF Bush Heritage,  Coolum Coast Care, Turtle 

Conservation at Mon Repos, WPSQ Koala project and 

presented at the UN Congress for Environmental 

Education in Morocco 2013. 

 

I had the pleasure and privilege of showing Laurie a small part of our Sanctuary recently and 

accompanying us was Chris Birtles from Yandina. Chris’ parents have been leaders in caring 

for wildlife for many years.   

 

Below is some information about the Mt Gravatt Conservation Reserve and the folk who, like 

us, volunteer to look after and promote the area. Are there any good ideas here for us to think 

about? 

 

About Mount Gravatt Environment Group  
This a collection of local folk who care for the Mount Gravatt Conservation Reserve in 

Toohey Forest ( approx. 66 hectares of dry eucalypt woodlands own by State and leased to 

BCC ). They preserve or restore bush habitat under BBC’s  Habitat Brisbane bush care 

programme or under their own steam supported by Bulimba Creek Catchment Coordinating 

Committee. 

 

Laurie Deacon, President of 

Mount Gravatt Environment 

Group DF 

Me with Chris Birtles on the 

Maroochy River.  

Laurie Deacon photo 

http://megoutlook.wordpress.com/
http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/environment-waste/natural-environment/bushland-parklands-wetlands/habitat-brisbane
http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/environment-waste/natural-environment/bushland-parklands-wetlands/habitat-brisbane
http://wwwbulimbacreek.org.au/
http://wwwbulimbacreek.org.au/


Basically it’s a local community run group made up of locals from all around Mt Gravatt & 

Toohey Forest, and Griffith University staff and students and Schools.  Funds come from 

Brisbane City Council and their own requests for Govt. grants and they are insured under 

Bulimba Creek Catchment Group.  

  

They try a "learn & do" community 

engagement model in the Bushland 

outreach projects to community. Every 

weekend they offer a Bush Care site 

where they weed and plant native grasses, 

trees and bushes for endemic species like 

Koalas, little Glider Possums, Birds, 

Bees and Butterflies.  

 

Bush Care "Mountain Clans" (site groups) 

meet every 3 months on Monday night 

6pm to 7:30pm with numbers of 

supporters turning up ranging from 10 to 

20 each gathering. Bush care site leaders 

tell of joys and pain. Every Gathering we 

have a guest Speaker to share knowledge, 

e.g. stingless native bee keeping. 

 

Supporters are encouraged to learn and do 

projects for Mount Gravatt bushland that 

suits their skills or interests. Mount Gravatt Environment Group Email list of members is 

about 200 and they have an email account, a Facebook site, a web site, a Blog, and 

twitter  http://megoutlook.wordpress.com/  . 

  

Projects:  

The group runs a number of specific projects over the year and these include; 

 

 Pollinator Link Garden : Butterfly and Bee Plants: they have a  bush site they are 

piloting, with involvement of Griffith Uni Students at the Mount Gravatt State High 

school, to re-establish urban habitat for  "Birds Bees & Butterfly" 

https://pollinatorlink.wordpress.com/   .  

 

 Interpretive Signage on tracks: new wonderful signs soon to be erected on the 

community Mount Gravatt Conservation Reserve, collaborate with BCC and Mount 

Gravatt Environment Group e.g. type of signs, and placement, focus, content on signs 

etc.  

 

 Annual Photography Workshop run by a member conducting nature photos in the 

Mount Gravatt Environment bush  

 

 Letters to MPs and Council about Koalas signage for roads and tracks  

 

 Networks: Mount Gravatt State High School; Griffith University; Men’s Shed; Local 

MPs. SOWN; Healthy Water Ways.; WPSQ; Brisbane catchment networks or BCN 

and other  schools and  community clubs e.g. Scouts.  BCC and local MPs.  

http://megoutlook.wordpress.com/
https://pollinatorlink.wordpress.com/
http://www.brisbanecatchments.net.au/


 

 Training and Development: Attending 

Habitats Brisbane excellent Courses 

and workshops eg Tracks and Scats; Eucalyptus 

identification naming; National Tree day at Ox 

Bow; etc etc. (see attached flyer of B4C 

Events)  

  

The group has an active fauna survey process and you 

can see the group’s website (website ) for fauna survey 

data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s note: what are some ideas you 

think we might take from the way the 

Mount Gravatt Environment Group 

operates?? 

  

http://megoutlook.wordpress.com/


 

MWSSGI Education 

With 

Katie-Anne Beale 

 

This school holidays I will be presenting two 

sessions at the Botanical Gardens connecting young 

people with their environment. I will be doing this 

through the medium of sound and music. This is an 

important aspect of developing a sensory awareness 

of the environment for youngsters. Music is used as 

a powerful medium for both connecting to the 

environment and for telling stories about the 

environment. Details of the program is below and if 

you have children or grandchildren who would like 

to come to the program you can register through the 

Sunshine Coast Council’s Community Hub website.  

Anyone interested in helping me run this program please contact me through the Wetlands 

office (54486723) as I need about four people to help me run the program. 

 

1. MusicMayhem with the Wetlands @ Maroochy Botanic Gardens  

Dates:   Wednesday 2nd July 2014 

 Wednesday 9th July 2014 

Time – 10am-12pm 

Age – 6+ 

 

See you there!!! 

 

I will keep you informed about the development of further programs.  

 

Katie Beale (MWSSGI Education Officer) 

 

 

DF 


