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Note change of time!!!!!!!!!
Next Bird Observers’ Group Outing.
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Maroochy Wetlands facebook.

President’s Column
Folks,
As we come to the end of the winter season we can look back yet again with great
satisfaction of our activities this year. Whilst some of our info center projects are yet to
be completed those activities that focus on walks and tours through the Sanctuary have
been successfully completed.
We have welcomed new members to our crew, run another boat cruise and had number
of tours, walks and school groups through. In addition our bird watchers have been busy
with successful extended trips and regular outings.
Recently I gave a talk at Halcyon Landing as part of the Bli Bli Hall Committee meeting.
I was one of a number of speakers (including our Rural Fire Brigade) and I emphasized
our role not only in conservation of the wetlands but also our role in contributing to the
local economy and building strengths in our local community. We contribute to the local
economy by opening the center every Sunday thus creating an attraction that will bring
people to Bli Bli and they, in turn, will spend at our local River Markets and perhaps
visit the Sunshine Castle. I also outlined our work in linking local businesses
(McMartins Farm and Maroochy Cruises through our ecotourism boat cruises. In
working with the Bli Bli Historical Society emphasizes our role in providing a sense of
identity and place for the people of Bli Bli. This is becoming more and more important
as Bli Bli’s population grows and new people come in to the area. We also play an
important role in education when we run school groups and tours for the youth of the
area. I feel that the development of our education trailer will be important in this role in
the years to come.
I extended a warm welcome to the halcyon Landing people and invited any of them that
might be interested in joining to do so. A letter sent to them recently has followed this.
Anyway the end of the year is nigh and we will soon be announcing our AGM in
December so I hope that you are able to come. You will note we have had a couple of
vacancies this year so I hope that we can fill these places for 2014.
All for now
Derek
P.S. It is that time of year again and our membership subs are due. I have attached
to your email a membership form so you can keep your membership current. See
article further on.

Maroochy Wetlands Foray
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Tidal wetlands supporting healthy populations of mangrove are a declining habitat in
Queensland as they are elsewhere in the world. Biologically important because of their
role in the provision of nursery sites for fish and crustaceans, they are poorly understood
and seldom studied by mycologists. Members of the QMS had an excellent introduction
to mangroves from Dr. Norman Duke, prior to our first foray to this habitat. Mangroves
are not ectomycorrhizal, so the only fungi we expected to see were those which rotted
leaves and trunks of these species.
The Maroochy Wetland Sanctuary proved to be a very good site for a foray. Judith
Hewett who is a QMS member and a member of the Wetlands Support Group led us on
the short walk from the centre, through the Sanctuary and down to the River. We started
in what seemed a typical wet sclerophyl forest with gums, paperbarks, picabeens and
vines at an altitude of 8 metres above sea level. There are no mangroves in this forest
which is beyond the reach of the highest tides. There were a whole range of familiar
fungi such as we might see in this habitat at some of our other regular sites. A bright
blue-green Xylariod fungus was present on the piles of picabeen seeds.

Mycorrhizal fungi associated with the gums and paperbarks were found including
Lactarius eucalypti and Thaxterogaster luteirufescens. Because this is a humid to damp
habitat, there was lots of litter from leaves, twigs and bark, and there were lots of wood

rotting fungi still about. Hypholoma australiense was quite common in this area and we
found Chlorociboria and a large patch of Lachnum australiense on a wet log.

Hypholoma australiense
Lachnum australiense

Half of all the records for the day were made in this habitat in the first quarter of the
foray.
The habitat changes rapidly the moment one descends to the point where the highest
tides reach. Paperbarks (Melaleuca quinquenervia) become the dominant tree, the first
mangroves appear as do large mangrove ferns. There is much less litter on the ground
and brackets become the more dominant fungi.
Allocasuarina glauca with tidal area in foreground.

The next zone is dominated by Allocasuarina glauca, which prefers slightly raised sandy
areas in the tidal zone. It has a dense litter layer of phyllodes, as the needles of
Allocasuarina are called. In one small area we found three different fungi growing in
this litter, a small bright orange capped Marasmius sp, an unidentified and probably
undescribed Crinipellis sp and the rare Mycenella margaritospora not previously
collected in Queensland and for which there are only three records in Australia, all from
Victoria. This would appear to be an interesting habitat in that it contains unusual fungi.
There were two polypores in quite large numbers, neither of which could be identified.
More than half the walk was dominated by mangrove, five species are present at this site
and the whole area is regularly inundated at high tide. There is no leaf litter at all, with
crabs clearing any fallen leaves at every low tide, so there are no leaf or litter rotting
fungi. The mangroves were also remarkably free of any wood rotting fungi. We only
saw one unidentified polypore actually on a mangrove. Clearly there are some heart rot
fungi at work as there are hollow trees, particularly amongst the older grey mangroves.In
all, we recorded 42 fungi on the day, a high total for a July foray. Much remains to be
done to describe the funga of the tidal wetlands, we suspect from our first visit, that
many of the species in this habitat will be undescribed.

Bird Observers outing October Sunday 29th October.
This outing is to part of the Bli Bli Recreational Trail. The section that we will walk is
1.3km from Lefoes Road to the Bli Bli shopping area. It forms the border between the
Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary and Halcyon Landing and is part of a wider trail network.
This walkway was officially opened in May 2013.

These photos were taken during the construction phase when the first section was open from Lefoes Road to the
beginning of the Halcyon Landing at Whistler Street.

From Nambour: At the northern roundabouts off the Bruce Highway, take Bli Bli
Road and travel 6km. Turn left onto Willis Road, Bli Bli. After 0.4km and just past the
Church and Hall on your right, turn right into Lefoes Road. Past the Uniting Care
Hostels on your right and at the foot of the hill park in the parking area.
From Maroochydore travelling north on the Motorway: at Pacific Paradise, take the
David Low Way exit, then exit left onto David Low Way and travel west to Bli Bli.
After about 3.3km at the roundabout and just past the Bli Bli shops on your right take the
2nd exit, Bli Bli / Nambour Road. Exit right onto Willis Road Bli Bli after 0.8km. then
as above.
From Maroochydore travelling north on Bradman Avenue: Continue along Bradman
Avenue / david Low way towards Bli Bli. Past the Castle, at the roundabout take the first
exit onto Nambour Bli Bli Road. After 0.8km turn right onto Willis Road Bli Bli, then
as above.
From Noosa travelling south on the Motorway: At Pacific Paradise take the David
Low Way / Bli Bli Road exit. Travel west to Bli Bli. After about 3.3km at the
roundabout and just past the Bli Bli shops on your right take the 2nd exit, Bli Bli /
Nambour Road. Exit right onto Willis Road after 0.8km, then as above.
Bring morning tea and lunch, sunscreen, sturdy footwear and a hat. I will arrange
carpooling to return to Lefoes Road.
There will be other sites to visit later in the day should anyone wish to.

Any enquiries please phone me 07 5441 2838 and if necessary leave a message, I will
return your call.
Judy.

Annual subs now due
It is that time of year again and our membership subs are due. For those members
recently joined or renewed you can disregard this reminder, as your subs will take you
through to next year.

Through the Sanctuary
with
Robyn Howard
Barbed Wire Vine (Smilax australis)

Flowers

Green fruit, above

Leaf formation
below

Barbed Wire Vine (Smilax australis) is a robust climber readily found within the
Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary, both in the garden and beside the tracks.

It is easily identified by the shape of its
leathery leaves and the three strongly
prominent veins with two lesser veins
running lengthwise along the leaves.
Leaves grow up to 15 cm in length and
10 cm in width.
New growth is
generally quite pinkish. White flowers
appear mostly in spring, but blossoms
may appear at other warm times. They
are followed by green fruit or berries
Vine
which turn black when ripe. Tendrils
assist climbing or scrambling, stems are
prickly, the thorns becoming more pronounced with age, resulting in its common name.
Some vines remain near ground level, some scramble across low shrubbery, while yet
others climb high into the canopy. In suitable conditions, Barbed Wire Vine grows so
vigorously that it becomes impenetrable.
The preferred habitat is wet sclerophyll forest, but this is a hardy plant which will be
found in a variety of situations such as dry sclerophyll, rainforest, woodland and heath.
Barbed Wire Vine is NOT salt tolerant, and will therefore not be found in the casuarina
or mangrove areas of the sanctuary.
This is an extremely tough plant, able to
tolerate periods of dry, but also able to
live in constantly moist situations. It is
fire tolerant, re-sprouting after burning,
with fallen seed able to sustain its
viability in soil.
It is the host plant to several butterflies,
while fruit is utilised by birds and small
native mammals such as the Fawnfooted Melomys and the Bush Rat. The alternative common name for this spikey vine is
Native Sarsaparilla.
Prickly Stem

Robyn Howard

