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UCA 
Newsletter of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group Inc.                  

Presidents report                           December 2017, no.12 

On the 27th of November a happy group of Wetlanders enjoyed our Christmas break up with a lunch whilst 

cruising down to the mouth of the Maroochy River with Cruise Maroochy. Thank you to the Sunshine Coast 

Council for a subsidy to help with expenses. Many thanks to Jo for doing all the organising. 

Again, on the 5th of December a number, including members of the Conservation Group attended an 

International Volunteers Day thank you put on by the Sunshine Coast Council. There was entertainment, 

speeches, plenty of chat and food which we all enjoyed. 

You should all look at the very interesting email dated Dec.15 about foxes and the water mouse. [link below] 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-14/foxes-prey-on-vulnerable-water-mouse/9259190 

George has caught foxes on camera in the Wetlands and Council is endeavouring to trap or kill them. So we 

await results. 

Council has installed a new Catchment Location Map on the outside wall verandah of the Information room. 

This is the first of all the new signs we have been looking forward to for so long. 

The Sunshine Coast Council is investigating a way to supply more parking at the Wetlands, but this should 

take some time.  In the interim, by a little pruning and long grass removal we have created six or so 

additional spaces on the left-hand side of the road as you leave the centre. 

Check your emails for the opportunity to participate in a workshop preparing small insect samples in resin 

for display in the Information Room. Should be interesting and fun. 

John and I conducted a stall at a function in Halcyon Landing a few days ago and received some interest 

from men about being involved in building native bee hives. Micro bat shelters and bird and marsupial 

cages. This is a great chance to gain new active members. 

Happy Christmas and a healthy and happy 2018 

Robin 
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At the Sanctuary – November 2017 

Robyn Howard 

Our microbats should certainly be well-fed right now.  They eat up to their own weight in insects 

each night and should be able to consume mosquitoes and satisfy their needs very easily.  Warm 

weather and regular rainfall has provided excellent breeding conditions for the mosquitoes and the 

current treatments seem not to have been as effective as in the past.  They are prolific in the closed 

forests, but once in the more open mangrove areas, there are just a few. 

 

As I arrived for a visit towards the end of the month, I finally heard the calls of the Rose-crowned 

Fruit-Doves, at least a month later than usual in arriving.  As usual, plenty of other bird calls sounded 

around the car-park and gardens.  The Macarangas have been heavily in bloom and there was a 

spread of cream fallen flowers beneath the trees.  Lots of insects were in the flowers still on the 

trees, and Silvereyes were chasing them, but no honeyeaters were present.  A friend had driven 

into the car-park early one evening and enjoyed watching the antics of a Large-tailed Nightjar he 

disturbed. 

 

The Native Wisteria has been in flower high in the canopy.  The fallen blossom, beautiful delicate 

mauve pea-flowers, drew my attention to it.  Beside the concrete part of the track, the Burny Vine 

(Trophus scandens) has been heavily in fruit.  I’d tried unsuccessfully to identify the plant previously, 

but having seen it fruiting made it much easier.  It grows naturally in littoral rainforests and coastal 

riparian zones.  Carol commented that it looked like an early Christmas and put a photo on 

Facebook. 

 

With so much rain, the Melaleuca Forest is looking great – new growth everywhere – and the Milky 

Mangroves there are also in flower.  In the sunnier places, some have already produced fruit.  I 

found several male Golden Whistlers perched prominently and proclaiming joyfully.  Amongst the 

Casuarinas, a male Mistletoebird flitted about, going through the full repertoire of his calls, but down 

amongst the Mangrove Ferns, a small flock of White-browed Scrubwrens was cranky about an 

intruder but I was unable to see what the annoyance was. 

 

In open areas towards the Mangrove Forests, Estuarine slugs were grazing the mud along with 

several species of small molluscs.  Where the tide had increased the water depth, two Common 

Pike Eels, 5 Common Toados, and more than 20 Striped Toadfish, along with many juvenile and 

bait fish swam over the mudflats.  At last, in the mangroves, there were hundreds of Mangrove 

Cicadas calling (or stridulating), but none of the other expected species was heard. 

 

When the tide receded, the crabs were very active and species which were absent or in small 

numbers in earlier months were again increasing in visible numbers.  We have a crab named 

Haswell’s Shore Crab (Helograpsus haswellianus) which comes in three colour forms – brown, 

honey, and pink.  None of them are common and I had only seen one of the pink form near the crab-

viewing platform in the past, but four were on the same log. 

Birds were again frequenting the area.  I had already seen the female Shining Flycatcher but from 

the platform I found Royal Spoonbills, White Ibis, Eastern Great Egret, Mangrove Gerygones, Grey  
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Shrike-thrush, Willie Wagtail, Rufous Whistler, Rufous Fantails, Collared Kingfisher (I heard the 

Azure Kingfisher but did not sight it), and the Striated Heron flew in overhead.  Whistling Kite and 

Brahminy Kite were over the river. 

 

 
Looking up at the Native Wisteria 

 
Macaranga tanarius flowering.  Several plants in the garden and near the beginning of the track. 
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Haswell’s Shore Crab – Honey colour form and Brown colour form.  The crab on the left has lost its right 

claw and two of its right legs.  These will regrow during future moults.  

 

 

 
Haswell’s Shore Crab – Pink colour form. 
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Broad-fronted Mangrove Crab feeding on the algae on a pneumatophore of a Grey Mangrove 

 

 

 

 
        Burny Vine (Trophis scandens) fruiting beside the early part of the walkway.  The common name 

sounds like a good warning not to touch it! 
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Fungi at the Wetlands. 

Although it is not the fungi season the fruiting bodies can appear at any time that the conditions 

are right. Following the recent rains many have fruited, some only briefly. Robyn found two 

species on the Grey Mangroves recently. The bright orange Tremella mesenterica occurs on dead 

twigs and branches of both native and exotic tree. The jelly forms soft gelatinous convoluted 

masses when fresh. These dry to an insignificant papery mass that can quickly rejuvenate once 

moist. 

 Tremella mesenterica contains unique complex sugar molecules that are of medical interest. The 

main fruiting period is May – October. 

 

  

 
 Tremella mesenterica            Photo: Robyn Howard 

 

The Wetlands also has Tremella fuciformis, a white jelly fungus. This one was not fruiting in its 

usual place when I looked last week. Other Tremella are the yellow form of mesenterica and the 

brown Tremella foliacea. I have seen the yellow form in the Wetlands but not Tremella folicea.   
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                                         Tremella fuciformis.                                       .Photo: Judith Hewett 

 
                                          Yellow form of Tremella mesenterica.           Photo: Judith Hewett 

 

                                   Tremella foliacea                                    Photo: Narelle Power 
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The other soft fruiting body that Robyn found was an Auricularia delicata. These fungi also occur 

on dead wood. They have ear- shaped fruit bodies. The soft and pliable fruit bodies become hard 

and leathery on drying. Moisture will reconstitute them. They appear  during times of high rainfall. 

 

 
    Auricularia delicate.                                                                                                      Photo: Robyn Howard 

An interesting article on fungi is this one from Dr. Sandra Tuszynska. Susan is the Environmental 

projects officer at Woodfordia. 

  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-18/vomiting-fungi-decomposing-plastic/9268562 

 

 

MWSSGI, Calendar – 2018 
 MEETINGS ACTIVITIES 

JANUARY Thursday 11th January, 

Management Committee 

Meeting, time TBA. 

Tuesday 16th January, Digital Skills Workshop 

FEBRUARY Thursday 15th February, 

7pm, General meeting. 

Sunday 18th February, 730 am, Maroochy Wetlands Bird          

                                                   Observers outing. 

For any further information regarding calendar events please contact us at the Wetlands 
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Bird Observers outing to Seib Road, North Arm, 17th December. 

 

 
 

This was our final outing for 2017. The recent dry sunny days ensured that we were able to enjoy 

our visit to this property. We walked around the house gardens, through the forested area on the 

bank of the North Maroochy River and along the roadside in both directions. This enabled us to 

see a variety of habitats. The property is named Bolwarra. Bolwarra, Eupomatia laurina, is an 

open shrub that may grow to ten metres. The branches are long and arching with zig-zag 

branchlets. The creamy white flowers are heavily perfumed, the sweet pulp of the green coloured 

fruit is edible. 
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Birds: 

Australian Wood-duck, Crested pigeon,  Peaceful Dove, [H], Bar-shouldered Dove, Wompoo Fruit-

dove, Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove, White-throated Needletail, Whistling Kite, Galah, Little Corella, 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Rainbow lorikeet, Australian king-Parrot, [H], Pale-headed Rosella, 

Eastern Koel, [H], Channel-billed Cuckoo, Shining Bronze Cuckoo, [H], Little Bronze Cuckoo, [H], 

Laughing Kookaburra, Forest Kingfisher, Sacred Kingfisher, White-throated Treecreeper, Green 

Catbird, [H], Striated pardalote, Lewin’s Honeyeater,  Noisy Miner, Scarlet Honeyeater, Brown 

Honeyeater, White-throated Honeyeater, Blue-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Friarbird, Eastern 

Whipbird, [H], Black-faced Cuckoo -shrike, Cicadabird, [H], Varied Triller, Golden Whistler, [H], 

Little Shrike-thrush, Grey Shrike-thrush, Australasian Figbird, Olive-backed Oriole, Australian 

Magpie, Pied Currawong, Spangled Drongo, including nesting, Rufous Fantail, Grey Fantail, Willie 

Wagtail, Torresian Crow, Spectacled Monarch, Magpie-lark, Eastern Yellow Robin, Mistletoebird. 

Butterflies: 

Lemon Migrant, Evening Brown, Brown Ringlet, Common Crow, Blue Triangle, Blue Tiger, 

Monarch, Common Grass Blue, Scarlet Jezebel, Glasswing, Large Grass Yellow, Varied Dusky 

Blue, Varied Eggfly, male and female, Orchard Swallowtail, male and female. 

Others:  

Goanna, Kangaroos 

 

 

 

Email: mwssgi@gmail.com                                                                                                               webpage: www.marcoochywetlandssupport.org.au 

mailto:mwssgi@gmail.com
mailto:mwssgi@gmail.com

