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UCA 
Newsletter of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group 

Inc. 

                April 2018, no 3 

 

For our April general meeting we were lucky to have Dr. Tim Heard give us a 

presentation about Native Stingless Bees. Tim, an entomologist and ex CSIRO 

research scientist, is a long term stingless bee keeper and promoter of native 

bees. He now manages hundreds of hives of three native species around south 

east Queensland. 
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It was an excellent evening and we were pleased to have our meeting room full. 

 
 

At the Sanctuary – March 2018 

Robyn Howard 

With the continuation of rain and showers throughout March, vegetation has 

been doing well.  So many plants have new growth, and the Mangrove Ferns are 

so thick at the entry to the Melaleuca Forest that they have overtaken some of 

the low-growing plants in that area. 

 
New growth on the Tuckeroo 
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Australasian Figbirds were the common bird on one visit, but I could not see 

what they were eating.  They were back and forth between the garden and a 

couple of Flooded Gums at the beginning of the walk.  The pair of Varied Trillers 

which are always somewhere about were in the trees in the middle of the 

carpark, along with a Brown Cuckoo-Dove, Lewin’s Honeyeaters, Blue-faced 

Honeyeaters, a Grey Shrike-Thrush and Bar-shouldered Doves.  On a later visit, 

four male Golden Whistlers were in that same vegetation.  They were carrying 

on as though it was mating season and two were trying to chase the other two 

away – unsuccessfully.  I thought they may be trying to impress a female, but I 

could not find her and had to move on before the battle was resolved.  As I 

passed through the various forest types, it sounded like spring again.  The Brown 

Honeyeaters were as rowdy as ever, the Mangrove Gerygones were in full voice, 

the Kingfishers called back and forth to mates, Brown Thornbills trilled, Scarlet 

Honeyeaters called melodically, and Eastern Whipbirds loudly proclaimed their 

presence. 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove – tucked amongst the foliage, but its call gave it away 
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Some of the cicadas were calling in the garden – Black Prince, Razor Grinder, 

Brown Bunyip and Floury Baker.  When I went down to the Mangroves, the only 

cicada I could hear was the Mangrove Cicada.  We are past the peak time for 

adult cicadas, but some insects have thrived in the warm damp conditions.  

There were literally hundreds of Red-shouldered Beetles, and the small orange 

moths which fly amongst the mangrove buttresses were in good numbers. 

Out on the boardwalk, I encountered two gentlemen, one of whom walks there 

whenever he has the opportunity and the other enjoying it for the first time.  It 

is amazing how many locals have not yet discovered the wonders of the 

wetlands. 

One of the Dollarbirds which had been around in February was still present, and 

six Australian White Ibis picked their way through the mud finding crabs.  Royal 

Spoonbills were in one of their favourite sites at the spot where the waterway 

joins the river.  As I stood on the crab viewing platform, three Noisy Friarbirds 

were living up to their name, and bait fish were being chased through the 

waterway.  The water was murky after the rain and all I could see of the predator 

fish were occasional silver flashes as it came near the surface. 

 
Australian White Ibis – mud is great for feeding, but I sure get grubby 
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The various species of crabs were enjoying the wet mud and warm conditions.  

Red-fingered Marsh Crabs, Scarlet Three-spined Mangrove Crabs, Furry-clawed 

Crabs, Maroon Mangrove Crabs, Purple and Cream Shore Crabs, and inevitably 

the Orange-clawed Fiddler Crabs in their hundreds were all on the surface 

feeding.  The extent of the Orange-clawed Fiddler Crab colonies has been 

extending, and I have been seeing them in new places as well as in denser 

assemblies in the existing colonies.  I was uncertain of the identity of one 

particular crab species.  It was similar to the pink form of Haswell’s Shore Crab, 

but some features seemed wrong.  It proved impossible to take a well-focused 

photo, so I am left wondering.  Crabs and Barred Mudskippers seem to live 

happily as neighbours along the edges of the waterways.  I enjoy watching the 

antics of the mudskippers as they peck tiny aquatic insects from the mud and 

skim across the water.  There are often Estuarine Slugs on the mudflats past 

where the first loop goes to the bird hide, but they were more widespread and 

in greater numbers.  I counted to 165 before I lost track of the population. 

Butterflies appeared to enjoy the damp and warm weather.  Some days, there 

are plenty of butterflies whilst on others there are far fewer.  The favourite site 

for the small butterflies is at the edge of the garden and beside the concrete 

path.  So many Brown Ringlets, and many Skippers and Grass-darts, but they are 

so difficult to identify.  I’m sure some of those I photograph are not in the field 

Guide!  Well, they will be, if only I could find them.  I found three tiny katydid 

nymphs one day.  I photographed them (though the photos are not great), and 

it is possible they were early instars of the Naskrecki’s Bush Katydid which loves 

to sit on fronds of the Mangrove Fern, but these were at least forty metres from 

any of the ferns, perched instead on the Monkey Rope vine.  I have returned a 

few times to search for later instars, but without success. 
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Brown Ringlet – beside the path 

    
Katydid Nymphs – best photo I could get on the day! 

 

There are skinks which I see regularly on my visits, perhaps the Garden Skink and 

Wall Skink being the most common.  As one would expect, the Garden Skink is 

found in gardens and other lush habitats, but the Wall Skink prefers sunny dry 

positions, especially on the boardwalk or on tree trunks.  In urban areas, they 

frequent timber fences. 
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The population of Australian Brush Turkeys continues to increase.  They are a 

relatively recent addition to our fauna.  Perhaps the Wilvos use the sanctuary as 

a release site.  One of the birds I noticed during March had a deformed leg.  He 

endeavoured to use it as a normal limb, trying to scratch the ground to find 

insects or berries, etc.  I suspect the deformity is the result of an injury which 

has healed badly as I imagine he would not be using it if he was born with the 

abnormality. 

 
Australian Brush Turkey – the deformed leg is much shorter than the left leg. 

 

It is not unusual to see what appears to be spit on some trees or shrubs both in 

home gardens and at the sanctuary.  Some of the natives they prefer include 

Callistemons, Acacias, Eucalypts and Casuarinas.  In March, there seemed more 

than usual.  It is visual evidence that Spittlebugs are present.  Spittlebugs are the 

nymphal stage of Froghoppers.  Females use their ovipositor to penetrate the 

stems of plants to lay their eggs.  They hatch into the nymphs, Spittlebugs, which 

begin to feed on the plant secretions.  A Spittlebug uses its rostrum to pierce the 

stem and suck out the liquid.  As it excretes, the Spittlebug waggles its rear end, 

trapping air in the sticky solution, thus forming the “spittle” which covers the 

nymph.  The “spittle” provides protection against dehydration, predators and 

parasites.  Once the nymph is fully grown and ceases feeding, the “spittle” dries 

and retracts and the nymph settles and waits for a final moult when it becomes 

an adult Froghopper.  Froghoppers belong to the same order as cicadas and 
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plant hoppers, and are named because they superficially resemble a frog from 

the front view, and because they have extraordinary jumping abilities. 

 

 
Spittlebugs in Casuarina glauca 

 

Bird Observers Outing: 371 Kureelpa Falls Road, Kureelpa. 

Sunday 15th April at 730 am. 
 

A perfect morning for a bird walk on a property that some of us had not visited 

previously. There are a variety of habitats on this property, an extensive 

orchard area, an area being revegetated that surrounds the creek on the 

property boundary as well as remnant natural bushland. The creek walk was 

very pleasant as was the time spent just sitting in an open area surrounded by 

the bush. And then there was morning tea! Thanks to Lyla and John for your 

hospitality, we really enjoyed the morning. 
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 BIRDS: 

Australian Wood Duck, Pacific Black Duck, Cattle Egret, Straw-necked Ibis, Grey 

Goshawk, Masked Lapwing, White-headed Pigeon, Brown Cuckoo-Dove, 

Emerald Dove, Crested Pigeon, Bar-shouldered Dove, Topknot Pigeon, Yellow-

tailed Black-Cockatoo,  Galah, Little Corella, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, 

Rainbow Lorikeet, Pale-headed Rosella, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Shining Bronze 

Cuckoo, Laughing Kookaburra, Rainbow Bee-eater, Striated Pardalote, Red-

backed Fairy-wren, Brown Thornbill, Large-billed Scrubwren, [H], Fairy 

Gerygone, Blue-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Miner, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Brown 

Honeyeater, Scarlet Honeyeater, Dusky Honeyeater, Eastern Yellow Robin, [H], 

Eastern Whipbird, Golden Whistler, Rufous Whistler, Spectacled Monarch, 

Restless Flycatcher, Magpie-Lark, Rufous Fantail, Willie Wagtail, Grey Fantail, 

Varied Triller, Australian Figbird, Grey Butcherbird, Pied Butcherbird, Australian 

Magpie, Pied Currawong, Torresian Crow, Red-browed Finch, [H], 

Mistletoebird, Welcome Swallow, Tawny Grassbird, Silvereye. 

BUTTERFLIES / BEES / SPIDERS/ OTHER.  

Blue Tiger, Bordered Rustic, Lesser Wanderer, Common Crow, Purple Crow, 

Brown Ringlet, White-banded Plane, Monarch, Leafwing, Large grass-yellow, 

Varied Eggfly. 

Blue banded Bee. 

Golden Orb, Silver Orb, Four Spined Jewel. 

Short necked Turtle. 

 
Entrance to Mapleton National Park, Kureelpa Falls Road. 
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After morning tea some of us ventured the short distance to the end of 

Kureelpa Falls Road. This is one of the entrances to Mapleton National Park. It 

was quite grassy and somewhat wet at the entrance but we persisted and took 

the short right hand track out to the intake weir. The other longer track goes to 

a small waterfall.  

 

Fungi at the Wetlands. 

Cymatoderma elegans 

This fungus has a relatively thin structure with a consistency and texture 

like leather. It is an elegant goblet-shaped fungus with a wrinkled cap 

and central stem and is found growing on dead wood. The under surface 

is smooth without gills or pores.  It is relatively common in tropical and 

subtropical forests in eastern Australia. The fruit bodies are very tough 

and leathery, which means that they can persist for some time. Old dry 

specimens can last in the bush for very long periods of time. They quite 

often collect forest debris and fill with water after rain. 

 

  
                                                                                                                                        Judith Hewett 
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Calendar for 2018: 
 MEETINGS ACTIVITIES 

MAY Thursday 10th May 0830 am, 

Executive meeting 

Sunday 20th May 8am, Noosa Parks Bird Outing 

JUNE Thursday 14th June, 7pm, 

General meeting 

Sunday 3rd June 10am, World Environment Day, Rotary Park, 

CottonTree. 

Sunday 17th June Maroochy Wetlands Bird Observers outing,  

JULY Thursday 12th July 0830am, 

Executive meeting 

 

Sunday 15th July 8am Noosa Parks Bird Outing 

AUGUST Thursday August 7pm, AGM Sunday 19th August 8am Maroochy Wetlands Bird Observers outing 

Maroochy Wetlands 

SEPTEMBER Thursday 13th September, 

0830am Executive meeting 

This date may change 

Maroochy Wetlands Extended Outing Hervey Bay 

Sunday 16th September 8am Noosa Parks Bird Outing 

OCTOBER Thursday 8th October, 7pm 

General meeting 

Sunday 21st October Maroochy Wetlands Bird Observers Outing 

NOVEMBER Thursday 8th November 

0830am, Executive meeting  

Sunday 18th November 8am Noosa Parks Bird Observers Outing 

DECEMBER  Sunday 16th December 730am Maroochy Wetlands Bird Observers 

outing 

 

 

For any further information regarding calendar events please contact us at the Wetlands. 

 

 

 

 

If you have not already done so please check out our facebook page.  

Great things are happening there.
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