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UCA 
Newsletter of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group 

Inc. 

                 October 2018, no 9 

From our President: 

Did you all read the September newsletter, it was full of interest about what you can see in the 

Wetlands.  NOW come and see. 

 

We are having a planning meeting to get new ideas and projects for the future of the Wetlands and 

the MWSSGInc.'s part in that future. The meeting will be here at 10 am. on November 8, following a 

meeting of the Committee. It will be followed by lunch. Put the date in your diary. For anyone 

unable to attend please send your ideas to us prior to the meeting date. 

One item already on the agenda will be a discussion around the wildlife boxes that are currently 

installed throughout the Wetlands but have fallen into disrepair. A detailed report is in this 

newsletter. 

 

Our Facebook page has been getting lots of hits and “likes”, If you have not had a hit, now is the 

time. 

 

Membership renewals have been coming steadily. Thank you to those members who have already 

renewed.  Have you sent yours yet? 

 

The Fox invasion of the Wetlands continues with George photographing a baby fox close to the 

visitor centre, as well as the big fox being photographed around the water mouse mounds. It is to be 

hoped that the council officers can catch them quickly. 

 

Planning is well in hand for our annual Christmas function which will be held on Monday 10th 

December. 

Enjoy the rain. 

Robin. 
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Christmas Breakup Celebration for Maroochy 

Wetlands Sanctuary Volunteers and Friends  

2018 
When: Monday 10 December 

Where: 3.30pm Meeting at Wises Farm to view the restored train 

that ran between Buderim and Palmwoods between 1914 and 1935. 

This is a special viewing for us with a guide from the Buderim 

Heritage Tramway…Meet at 30 Palmyra Crescent Buderim 

Then at 4.30pm we go to Buderim Heritage Tramway Walk at 4a 

Telco Road Buderim for a guided walk. The walk will follow that old 

railway track through pristine rainforest and will take us half way 

(1000m) to the iconic old railway cutting. Some of you may wish to 

continue on and walk to the end (another 1000m). I would suggest 

you wear walking shoes and the access is wheelchair friendly. A gold 

coin donation is requested. 

Then at 5.30pm we go to the Buderim Tavern for Christmas dinner 

celebration. Meals obtained from the Tavern menu. 

Some of you may wish to join us at all the locations or just choose 

what you would like to do. Please contact me RSVP as we need to 

know who is attending. 

Contact Jo Foster on 0409348624 
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At the Sanctuary – September 2018 

Robyn Howard 

The Pittosporum and Hoveas began flowering in August and continued into September.  The Red-

fruited Palm Lilies were heavily in bud, and just beginning to blossom.  Mistletoes ranged from budding 

to flowering. 

 
                                                                                                                            Flowers of the gorgeous Hovea acutifolia 

An evening walk early in the month told the story of the beginning of breeding for the Large-tailed 

Nightjars.  Close to the “ballroom”, two birds started their “Chop-chop” calls, responding back and 

forth for just a minute or two.  Two more took up the chorus from near the crab hide, then at least 

two from across the river and another within the sanctuary, but further down-stream.  The whole 

period of calling lasted only about ten minutes.  One of the birds near the crab hide was calling as they 

do at dawn.  None of the birds could be found when I went looking for them.  I sometimes see the 

White-throated Nightjar near the boardwalk and occasionally hear one from a nearby hillside, but that 

night, a lone bird called from within the sanctuary. 

 

Before dusk, Scarlet Honeyeaters, Brown Cuckoo-Doves, Bar-shouldered Doves, Shining Bronze-

Cuckoo, Welcome Swallows and Grey Shrike-thrush were in the Mangroves, while four Straw-necked 

Ibis, and a couple of small flocks of Australian White Ibis flew over.  Grey Fantails were chasing insects, 

but the birds which were in flight or calling during full light did not necessarily continue as light faded.  

Only very close to sunset did the Eastern Yellow Robins announce their presence, and they kept up 

their calls until well after the sun had disappeared.  Likewise with the Spangled Drongo which had 

been silent or just flew in late.  It called about twenty times before falling silent.  The Brown Thornbill 

trilled a couple of times and the Spectacled Monarch called several times.  Both those species are 

usually seen in the garden, the rainforest or the Melaleuca Forest, so that was interesting to have 

them calling so late beside the river.  In full darkness, an Australian Owlet-Nightjar called from three 

different positions but the mix of shadow, light and leaf flutter made it impossible to see any 

movement.  It is probable that the bird was calling to a mate on a nest, but that could not be proved.  

They have not nested in the site where they chose for the previous two years (with sad results), so 

they are hopefully using one of the nesting-boxes which Bruce built for them. 
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                                                                      A nesting box provided for the Australian Owlet-nightjars near the river 

A daylight visit later in the month showed the results of a dry winter and early spring.  Many leaves, 

especially on Orange Mangroves, were yellowing and the forest floor had a carpet of fallen leaves.  

The Scrambling Clerodendrums were looking poorly and the 9 Spotted Leaf Beetles had deserted 

them.  Some of the Coastal Boobialla were wilting badly and it appeared that fruits which had not yet 

ripened had begun to drop as a means of conserving limited resources.  The Hard Quandong in the 

garden had bloomed wonderfully, attracting so many birds and insects as it always does, but suddenly 

looked quite tired.  Robin, our president, saw that some of our small garden plants would not survive 

without a drink and took the hose to remedy that situation. 

 
                                                              So many birds and insects love the “ballerina” flowers of the Hard Quandong 

Birds were still active and noisy throughout the forests.  Five Spangled Drongos had returned and two 

Black-faced Monarchs joined the Spectacled Monarchs at the edge of the rainforest.  There was 
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wonderful activity in a patch of Mangrove Fern in the Casuarina Forest.  Low in the ferns, White-

browed Scrubwrens chased insects, joined by three Brown Thornbills, several Rufous Fantails, a Grey 

Fantail, a Little Shrike-thrush, a couple of Golden Whistlers, Lewin’s Honeyeaters, and an Eastern 

Whipbird.  Above them, two Brown Gerygones, more Golden Whistlers, a Mistletoebird, another 

Brown Thornbill and several Brown Honeyeaters were feeding.  Another bird, which I eventually 

identified as a juvenile Little Bronze-Cuckoo, sat quiet and still amongst leaves and twigs.  It had no 

clear markings around the eyes and very soft barring on its undersides near the wings.  Its position 

precluded a photo, unfortunately. 

 

 
Photo: Glen Fergus   Brown Thornbill   This tiny (10 cm) bird keeps contact with the group using soft often 

repeated “zit” calls, and from time to time does a sweet distinctive trill.  

 

The River Mangroves are continuing to bloom over a long period.  Honey Bees predominated with just 

a few native bees.  Even Brown Honeyeaters were sipping at the flowers.   

 

Crabs have become more active with the warmer weather, especially the Pacific Blue-clawed 

Sentinels, though feeding was limited to wet areas where the tide had inundated, mostly banks.  Most 

of the mud flats which would normally be feeding zones were so dry that it was impossible for crabs 

to feed there.  A few Barred Mudskippers were on wetter areas, along with high numbers of some 

type of fly, possibly related to water-skating flies.  They must have special means of dealing with salt 

intake as the water is salty. 
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                                                                Female Orange-clawed Fiddler Crab sporting one of their colour variations 

 

 
                                                     Lots of these flies were on wet areas.  Possibly members of the Ephydridae family. 

 

Plenty of birds occupied the vegetation around the crab-viewing platform.  The Azure Kingfisher 

relaxed a little away from the water, but called intermittently.  Rainbow Bee-eaters darted out from 

perches I could not see, Scarlet Honeyeaters were calling, a Willie Wagtail scampered on the ground 

then darted back to a branch, and a Grey Shrike-thrush entertained with its beautiful song.   An Eastern 

Great Egret glided in and landed at the edge of the waterway inland from the hide.  It majestically 

moved to the centre of the water which was low on an outgoing tide.  Watching the water, it carefully 

and slowly moved, making irregular jabs into the water, sometimes coming up with a small fish.  The 

loud raucous call overhead drew attention to the Channel-billed Cuckoo, closely followed by a 

Torresian Crow which was ensuring the cuckoo would not stay comfortably in the crow’s territory. 
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The best sighting of all was the female Shining Flycatcher taking a bath.  I had noticed her on the bank, 

but she changed position to a small overhanging branch.  From there, she dropped into the water with 

a splash, then returned to her perch where she preened vigorously before repeating the process 

several times.  At first, the fascination meant no thought of a photo, but later on, the results were not 

great.  A video showed just a couple of brilliant unfocussed orange flashes and does not do justice to 

the experience.  Later, the male flew across the water on the river side of the platform.  

 

 
This does not do justice to the chestnut, black and white plumage of the female Shining Flycatcher. 

 

As I headed to the pontoon, I was stalked by an Australian Brush Turkey!  As soon as it saw me, it flew 

onto the boardwalk behind me, and stayed two paces away, fully expecting to be fed!  All the way to 

the pontoon it followed.  A river craft belonging to the SES was tied to bollards.  They had chosen our 

beautiful sanctuary for a lunch break during a training exercise. 

 

With warmer weather, more butterflies were present, including a wonderful Tailed Emperor, perhaps 

the offspring of the one sighted in June, as well as Swamp Tigers, Scarlet and Black Jezebels, several 

skippers and the currently very common Brown Ringlet.  Since the beginning of the month, a couple 

of species of cicadas have begun stridulating – Black Tree-tickers and Floury Bakers. 

 

Some good rain fell during the last few days of the month, so perhaps that will help plants cope with 

the coming hot weather of October. 
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Book Donation from: 

Sharon and Trevor Guthrie – Members who are active in our Bird Observers Group 

“Living with the Environment” was written by John Bowden.  It was commissioned by the Pine Rivers 

Shire Council, now part of the Moreton Bay Region. 

Although specifically based on the Pine Rivers area, it is equally applicable to our own region and is a 

valuable source of information in a historical setting as well as the environment.  Anyone wishing to 

consider nature and the needs of native creatures as we increase our human footprint would find 

interest and ideas from this publication.   

The detailed appendices of useful plants and their best situations are accurate and comprehensive. 

This book is worth reading for the expansion of our knowledge of the environment, and as a 

practical guide for creating environmentally friendly house or acreage blocks. 
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Report on the state of the existing wildlife boxes prepared and presented by Robyn Howard. 

Some time ago I requested George to position motion-detection cameras to monitor wildlife boxes 

at the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary. After surveying the area for the boxes, most of which were 

installed soon after the opening of the original boardwalk, George has provided current information 

for us so we are able to discuss the matter and decide what needs to be done. 

Along the route of the original track through emergent rainforest and mixed forest area, the only 

usable boxes remaining are the Small Parrot Box near the entrance and a Micro-Bat Box positioned 

above where the first section of boardwalk used to be. All other boxes ae either missing, have fallen 

down, or have lost bases and will almost certainly be beyond repair. 

Mostly, our forests are young, and especially our Eucalypts have not had the hundreds of years 

necessary to form good wildlife hollows. Several of the Melaleuca quinquenervia have hollows which 

I have observed being used by such creatures as Australian Owlet-nightjars, White-throated 

Treecreepers, small reptiles, micro-bats, Short-eared Brushtail Possum and tiny mammals. Some of 

these hollows are quickly lost with storm damage or age deterioration of the tree. Our oldest Grey 

Mangroves also develop hollows, and besides the unsuccessful Owlet-nightjars’ nests, I have 

observed Common Brushtail Possums emerging from those. Casuarina glauca form hollows, but they 

are soft timbers and do not last. 

There are a number of sites in our forests which would benefit our wildlife if provided with 

nesting/roosting boxes. Many creatures [e.g. gliders] require at least six roosting sites so that they 

do not become an obvious target for predators, there is less build up of parasites in the roost, and 

some roosts are more suitable in either winter or summer, or in wet or dry conditions. Many of our 

native creatures live “on the edge” and any assistance for their populations to remain viable has to 

be worthwhile. Nest-boxes are not a replacement for tree hollows and these must be protected, but 

they are a valuable resource in our hollow deficient young or denuded environments. 

I would appreciate if the meeting could discuss the possibility of providing Wildlife Boxes for use 

within the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary, and whether the most suitable method of providing the 

boxes would be to purchase or construct same if the decision is positive. The needs would make this 

an ongoing project. Designs and materials need to be discussed with Michael Gillis who has current 

knowledge.  

Target Species: 

Southern Boobook, Sugar Glider/ Squirrel Glider, Australian Owlet-nightjar, White-throated 

Treecreeper, Pale-headed Rosella, other small parrots, Micro-bats, Australian King-Parrot. 
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Pale-headed Rosella 

RH 

The Pale-headed Rosella is one of our native birds which has successfully adapted to urban 

living as well as remaining common in its natural bush habitat.  It is a medium-sized parrot 

recognized by its creamy head, yellow and black mantle, blue belly, tail and wings, and red 

vent.  In some specimens, the feathers of the tail and wings have a mauve appearance.  They 

live in pairs or gregarious noisy family groups, chasing others from their territory. 

 

Pale-headed Rosellas nest in tree hollows or hollow stumps, but can even turn a rotting farm 

post into a site for a nest.  In urban areas, they adapt to utilising holes giving access into 

building structures, and readily make use of suitable nesting boxes when provided.  The 

female incubates the eggs, with the male assisting in feeding the young. 

 

The diet of these birds consists mainly of seed taken from grasses, weeds (thistles, Cobbler’s 

Pegs, and burrs), shrubs, and trees including callistemons, melaleucas, eucalypts, wattles and 

casuarinas, but they also eat insects and insect larvae, flowers, young tips of trees, and some 

fruit. 

 

At the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary, watch for them in the gardens, or the verges of the 

rainforest, and in the melaleuca and casuarina forests. 

 

 
                                                   Adult Pale-headed Rosella – back view 
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                                         Adult Pale-headed Rosella in urban garden 

 
                                                                                       Juvenile Pale-headed Rosella 

mailto:mwssgi@gmail.com


 Email: mwssgi@gmail.com                                                                           webpage www.marcoochywetlandssupport.org.au 

      This project has been assisted through the Sunshine Coast Council Grants  

P
ag

e1
2

 
P

ag
e1

2
 

P
ag

e1
2

 

Our guest speaker on Thursday evening was Dr. David Moore from the Sunshine Coast council. David 

gave an illustrated talk on the Council’s environmental initiatives and in particular he explained the 

processes and achievements of Council in mitigation offsets to the development growth of the area.  

 

 

 

 

Calendar for 2018: 

 MEETINGS ACTIVITIES 

NOVEMBER Thursday 8th November 

0800am, Executive meeting 

1000am, Planning meeting 

followed by lunch. 

Thursday 29th November 0830 

Advisory group meeting.  

Sunday 18th November 8am Noosa Parks Bird Observers Outing 

DECEMBER  Monday 10th December, MWSSG Christmas function 

Sunday 16th December 730am Maroochy Wetlands Bird Observers 

outing 

 

For any further information regarding calendar events please contact us at the Wetlands. 
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