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UCA 
Newsletter of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group 

Inc. 

                 November, no 10 

From our President: 

The most important activity this month was a very successful Strategic Planning Meeting 

 facilitated by Lisa Ryan and attended by Michael Gillies, both from Sunshine Coast Council. 
As Michael said it was an amazing reflection and assessment of the year that was and great 

deal of optimism for that year that is to come.  

We thank them both for their valuable contribution. A follow up meeting to finalise the plan 

will be held on 10th Jan 2019 at the Sanctuary. 

The Pente Poets of the Sunshine Coast, Sunshine Coast Council and MWSSG  are 

cooperating in creating an audio poetry trail at 3 sites along the boardwalk. The Poems will 

be accessed with an app on a smart phone. The poems are already written. Earlier this 

month several members were present for a preview of the planned project.  These should 

be installed of next year’s winter season. 

The saga of the foxes continues.  George has photographed a baby fox it is assumed that 

there are at least 2 adults moving around in the Sanctuary.  One of the foxes has been 

photographed at the water mouse burrows so the Council is actively attempting to capture 

them. 

 

The Solar Canoe business operating from Muller Park is now bringing visitors to the 

Wetlands via the jetty to enjoy and to be educated in Wetland value. 

Don’t forget to let Joanne know that you are attending our Christmas function. 

Wishing all our members a Happy and Healthy Christmas Season and a successful 2019.  

Robin. 
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At the Sanctuary – October 2018 

Robyn Howard 

The drive, ride or walk down Sports Road is often the beginning of the enjoyment of the 

Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary.  The birds which flew low across the roadway attracted 

attention (but not too much) – Willie Wagtails, Eastern Yellow Robins with their bright yellow 

rumps, the Red-browed Finches with their bright red rumps, and this time a family of White-

browed Scrubwrens bursting from the undergrowth instead of the expected Fairywrens.  

Birds in the canopy and those overhead are often more difficult to identify, but Australasian 

Figbirds were obvious.  In October, the Macarangas and Syzygiums were in full flower, 

dropping their blossoms to form patchy pale carpets along the roadside.  Last season, the 

Syzygiums fruited magnificently.  Arrival at the car-park engenders more pleasure watching 

birds and listening to the birdsong, and sometimes chatting with other visitors. 

 

 
As well as roadside, Red-browed Finches were also chasing insects amongst the Mangrove Ferns 
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Many insects were in the Mangrove Ferns, including this Passion Vine Hopper.  The most interesting 

thing in this photo is the beautiful underside pattern of the leaflet. 

 

Unfortunately, the rain and warmth have encouraged the breeding of mosquitoes, so it is 

essential to be prepared.  But the weather conditions also mean new growth on the 

vegetation and lovely fresh clean foliage.  Most Clerodendrums were vigorous, but others 

were late starters.   Some species still have not lost their yellowing leaves from the dry times 

and there was considerable leaf fall even at the end of the month.  The Cheese Trees are 

heavily in fruit, as is the Hovea.  It seemed to flower quite poorly, and yet it has produced a 

good quantity of fruit. 

 

The fallen flowers of the Black Bean on the walkway automatically direct the eyes upwards to 

search for the fresh flowers in the tree.  Their gorgeous orange tones make them easy to find.  

Eastern Whip Birds and Golden Whistlers were vocal nearby, and Lewin’s Honeyeaters were 

supping from the flowers.  None of the cicadas which could be expected in the garden were 

to be heard, and even in the mangrove forests they were strangely silent. 
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Black Bean flowers in the canopy 

 

The River Mangroves continue to be in all stages of budding and flowering, with some even 

fruiting.  The honey bees are certainly using their flowers, as are the Brown Honeyeaters, but 

the native bees must have some other source of food. 

   

 
Honey Bees found a good resource in River Mangrove flowers 

 

mailto:mwssgi@gmail.com


 Email: mwssgi@gmail.com                                                                           webpage www.marcoochywetlandssupport.org.au 

      This project has been assisted through the Sunshine Coast Council Grants  

P
ag

e5
 

P
ag

e5
 

P
ag

e5
 

Bar-shouldered Doves are one of the common species at the sanctuary and may be in varying 

habitats.  During winter, they were more difficult to see, but not so now.  They were calling 

in several areas right from the car-park to the river, and even from the boardwalk in the 

Casuarina Forest where one disturbed bird flew up to keep a wary eye on the intruder.   

 
Bar-shouldered Dove on Casuarina branch.  Nervously watching – flight ready. 

The wet mud was attracting many crabs to feed.  As usual, the Orange-clawed Fiddlers were 

predominant, and Semaphores and Furry-clawed Crabs were in good numbers.  Pacific Blue-

clawed Sentinels and Red-fingered Marsh Crabs were low amongst the feeding numbers.  

Estuarine Slugs were very common.  The tide was creeping in, the water quite turbid from the 

recent rains. 

 
Special friends?  Perhaps even more Estuarine Slugs very soon. 
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Female Furry-clawed Crab finding food particles in the mud 

 

 
A popular feeding site for Orange-clawed Fiddler Crabs 

 

Near the Crab Viewing Platform, the Grey Mangroves have had a growth spurt, with many 

leaning out over the waterway and thickening.  It was such a beautiful spot, and the bird 

sounds were enthralling.  It was so lovely, I decided to sit and enjoy and relax.  The Sacred 

Kingfishers and Collared Kingfishers were both calling, but not the Azure.  Mangrove 

Gerygones, Brown Honeyeaters, Grey Shrike-thrush, Rufous Whistler and others joined the 

chorus, but I did not at first recognize the soft gratings and buzzings, mixed with half-trilling 
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warbles.  The Shining Flycatcher!  That little female is so lovable and entertaining!  I am sure 

she purposely teases me, tempting me to try to photograph her then flitting off before I 

possibly can do so.  I watched her for at least ten minutes on the opposite bank, landing low 

on mangrove twigs or even the mud, settling for just short periods but remaining visible to 

me.  Later, she moved deeper into the vegetation so I was just catching glimpses, but she kept 

calling so I knew where she was.  Around that area seems to be her favourite spot now, but 

the male does not join her for long.  In fact, I did not spot him at all on that day.   

 

While she was still calling, movement overhead caught my attention.  Two young Spotted 

Harriers soaring just above the treetops.  They gently glided in a circle, changing course with 

wing and tail adjustments (no flapping), and then simply disappeared towards the river.  Soon 

after, another large shape appeared above me, and contrary to my expectations of a repeat 

performance, it was a White-bellied Sea-Eagle, a young bird just transitioning to its adult 

plumage which occurs at four years of age.   

 

Having had my fill of pleasure for the day, I was about to leave when I heard the call of the 

Azure Kingfisher.  At bullet-like speed, it whizzed past my left ear and disappeared into the 

mangroves.  Just letting me know it was still about, and that I was in its territory!  

 

 
Grey Mangroves overhanging the waterway.  Now a great spot to find the female Shining Flycatcher 

as well as many other birds and lots of crabs.     
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Estuarine Slug (Onchidina australis) 

RH 

Little study seems to have been completed on Onchidina australis.  It is a marine pulmonate 

gastropod.  “Marine” means its habitat is part of the saline affected tidal area.  “Pulmonate” 

means it has lungs or organs resembling lungs and therefore obtains oxygen from air.  

“Gastropod” means it is a mollusc with a muscular flat “foot” and a head with eyes on stalks.  

Gastropods include such creatures as land and sea snails, whelks, limpets and slugs. 

 

At the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary, the Estuarine Slug may be observed in the very damp 

mud of the mangrove area.  Since it is an air-breather, feeding must take place when the tide 

recedes.  It takes a keen eye to spot this camouflaged slug which grows to about 30 mm and 

has a leathery back.  It shelters under fallen branches and rocks and emerges to graze the 

surface detritus, preferring decomposed plant matter such as Marine Couch, moving slowly 

on its single “foot”.  At times, it moves a little way up the pneumatophores of the Grey 

Mangrove, consuming the microalgae.   

 

It is probable that Estuarine Slugs are prey to birds, crabs, eels, fish and possibly mammals. 

 

 
Estuarine Slug grazing mangrove mud 
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Christmas Breakup Celebration for Maroochy 

Wetlands Sanctuary Volunteers and Friends  

2018 
When: Monday 10 December 

Where: 3.30pm Meeting at Wises Farm to view the restored train 

that ran between Buderim and Palmwoods between 1914 and 1935. 

This is a special viewing for us with a guide from the Buderim 

Heritage Tramway…Meet at 30 Palmyra Crescent Buderim 

Then at 4.30pm we go to Buderim Heritage Tramway Walk at 4a 

Telco Road Buderim for a guided walk. The walk will follow that old 

railway track through pristine rainforest and will take us half way 

(1000m) to the iconic old railway cutting. Some of you may wish to 

continue on and walk to the end (another 1000m). I would suggest 

you wear walking shoes and the access is wheelchair friendly. A gold 

coin donation is requested. 

Then at 5.30pm we go to the Buderim Tavern for Christmas dinner 

celebration. Meals obtained from the Tavern menu. 

Some of you may wish to join us at all the locations or just choose 

what you would like to do. Please contact me RSVP as we need to 

know who is attending. 

Contact Jo Foster on 0409348624 
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Bird Observers outing, 16th December 2018 at 0730, Landsborough  

For the final outing this year we will approach  Ewan Maddock Dam from another 

direction. This area has dry Sclerophyll forest. The walking track is quite easy, 

mostly flat and generally mown. There are no toilets here. I plan to have morning tea 

at the dam side, no tables or chairs here. Lunch will be at the Park where there are 

facilities. It may however be quite busy with people as it is a popular spot. 

Travelling south on the Steve Irwin way take the first Landsborough exit [Caloundra 

Street]. Toilets are situated in the park / playground on your left.  

Take Tytherleigh Avenue, third on your right.  

Travel to the T intersection then turn right into Gympie Street North. At the next 

intersection keep right on Gympie Street North and travel to the end. 
 

 
Calendar for 2018: 

 MEETINGS ACTIVITIES 

NOVEMBER Thursday 29th November 0830 

Advisory group meeting.  

Sunday 18th November 8am Noosa Parks Bird Observers Outing 

   

DECEMBER  Monday 10th December, MWSSG Christmas function 

Sunday 16th December 730am Maroochy Wetlands Bird Observers 

outing, end of Gympie Street North, landsborough. 

Calendar for 2019 

January Thursday 19th January 

Planning morning 

A meeting to detail our plans for 2019 

February   

 For any further information regarding calendar events please contact us at the Wetlands 
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