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February 2019, no 01
From our President:

We have had a very hot and dry start to 2019, so the mosquitoes have been fewer than we
might have anticipated. The Wetlands are looking in surprisingly good order at the
moment. There have been many visitors over the past two months. Quite a number
expressed surprise to find such a beautiful reserve so close to Bli Bli village.
We now have Debra Wedmaier working at the Wetlands several days each week. She has
been doing office work including archiving, general filing and computer work. It is an
advantage to have someone who has been involved with the wetlands since its inception
undertaking this work. The Executive thanks Debra for this. Overall it has been a significant
help to our secretary John Tucker.
The Wetlands recently featured in local tourism feature on commercial television. This
segment was about the new solar powered kayak business operating out of Muller Park, Bli
Bli by our member Brett Potter. The segment also featured Debra Wedmaier.
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Installation of new signage in and around the wetlands will happen soon. There will also be
additions in the information centre display area. Thank you to the Sunshine Coast Council
for these improvements.
Robin.

This project has been assisted through the Sunshine Coast Council Grants
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At the Sanctuary – December 2018 and January 2019
Robyn Howard
Our summers seem to be including more hot days year by year, and the lack of rain has been exacerbated by the heat.
Birds have been seeking shade but are still panting, so the Wilf Harris bird bath has been well used. The reptiles have
been very active with Carpet Pythons, Common (Green) Tree Snakes, and Lace Monitors seen regularly. One of the
sloughed Carpet Python skins was that of a juvenile, and it was surprising to see how tiny the scales are. The specimen
has gone into our display cabinet.

Common Tree Snake on boardwalk – just making sure there was no need to move
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If there is one thing which proves summer has arrived, it is the sounds of our cicadas. At times, it has been almost
deafening from the garden to the river, the mix of sounds changing with progress through differing vegetation. Besides
the more common species, we have had Clangers, Paperbark Cicadas, and Sprinkler Squeakers which make sounds like
the old-style sprinklers used in parks. Other insects have also been active – beetles, dragonflies, bees, and butterflies,
which included Tailed Emperor, Blue Triangle, Scarlet and Black Jezebels, Swamp Tigers, Common Pencil Blue [6 flying
together], Common Crow, Varied Eggfly, Lemon Migrant, Orchard Swallowtail, White-banded Line-blue and more.
Although there was no rain, both Green Tree Frogs and Eastern Sedge Frogs were calling during the day, and 8 young
Sedge Frogs hid in a Lomandra beside the track.
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This Anthelid Moth stayed in the open even during the day

A Common Pencil Blue and a White-banded Line-blue – both relatively small butterflies
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Mammals, mostly identified from the motion-activated camera, included Northern Brown Bandicoot, Long-nosed
Bandicoot, Water Mouse, Common Brushtail Possum, Short-eared Brushtail Possum, and two introduced species, the
Brown Hare and Red Fox. The Common Brushtail Possums must have been very active near the ballroom as I found
fifteen sets of droppings on the boardwalk.

This project has been assisted through the Sunshine Coast Council Grants
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Common Brushtail Possum – Photo: Sue Lee
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Bird observing has been profitable. Tiny newborn Brush Turkey chicks were seen in every month from August to
January. It is surprising that the breeding season has lasted so long. Because the Pink Euodia was blooming strongly,
lots of Scarlet Honeyeaters were enjoying the nectar as well as the Brown Honeyeaters. They are always throughout
the sanctuary, but on one occasion, 14 were in the carpark. Occasionally one or two Striated Herons may be spotted
amongst the mangroves, but on one walk, a juvenile was flushed 3 times. There were either two or three birds. Their
alarm call is different from the adult’s, and not an attractive sound. The Emerald Dove has remained in the rainforest
with Bar-shouldered Doves, Brown Cuckoo-Doves, Rose-crowned Fruit-Doves, Peaceful Doves and Crested Pigeons in
other locations.

This project has been assisted through the Sunshine Coast Council Grants

Email: mwssgi@gmail.com

webpage www.marcoochywetlandssupport.org.a

The immature Striated Heron is even more beautiful than the adult. That green skin!

Silvereyes had not been plentiful for months, but they have returned to the garden (where they enjoy the bath) and
the Melaleuca Forest. Spectacled Monarchs and White-throated Treecreepers share an area at the verges of the
rainforest, along with Golden Whistlers, Eastern Yellow Robins and Rufous Fantails. Grey Fantails are to be found in
any of the habitats. Rainbow Bee-eaters, Shining Bronze-Cuckoos, and Little Black Cormorants are common visitors.
24 Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos were present on one day as were 2 Cicadabirds which are seen less commonly. Some
of the raptors were down by the river, their favourite hangout. One of the White-bellied Sea-Eagles was in partial
moult, transitioning to its plumage for the following year, but the moult was so strange, it was not possible to ascertain
whether it was changing from 1st to 2nd year, or 2nd to 3rd year – just that it was not progressing to adult.
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One bird I had not seen at the sanctuary for a couple of years was the Buff-banded Rail, so I was surprised to firstly
see a little black fluff-ball for a second, then hear high-pitched squeaks, then glimpse an adult bird. The squeaks were
apparently alarm calls from the adult who was distressed by the precocious baby breaking cover. Moving back and
forth along the boardwalk failed to reveal them again. It was very fortuitous to have had those glimpses. The chick
moved so quickly for such a tiny creature and simply melted into the undergrowth.
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Buff-banded Rail Photo: Aviceda
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The Scrambling Clerodendrum sprouted new leaves and even some flowers. The Estuarine Mistletoe flowered well
providing more sustenance for the small honeyeaters. The Mangrove Fern continued to look fresh and healthy and
was strongly producing spore. Along the roadside, there were plenty of seeding grasses, but no finches were visible.
It was possible they were feeding early in the mornings or late afternoon.
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The Scrambling Clerodendrum was not in full flower, but they were still lovely
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The mangroves were looking good. The Orange Mangroves had a mixture of buds, flowers, and hypocotyls. The StiltRooted Mangroves carried buds and flowers but had a wonderful coverage of hypocotyls produced last season, the
best ever. The River Mangroves were fruiting heavily, but the buds which had appeared out of season must have fallen
without progressing to blossom. Milky Mangroves were fruiting, and the Grey Mangroves followed their period of
budding with the beginning of summer flowering.

The Stilt-rooted Mangroves have never borne so many hypocotyls (fruit) at the sanctuary
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Generous fruiting on the female Milky Mangroves

The first flowers opening on the Grey Mangrove
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Some crab sightings were interesting. While trying to take photos one day, patience was rewarded by the appearance
of a Ward’s Hairy-legged Crab, a Green Swimming Crab, and a couple of tiny Mud Crabs – one about 40 mm, and the
other about 60 mm. The water in the drainage channel was so murky that photography was not successful. When the
really high tides were due, they did not eventuate to the predicted level. The depth was too shallow for the anticipated
Spotted Scat to be swimming over the mudflats, but when the tide was on the ebb, the area beside the crab viewing
platform provided wonderful variety which included great numbers of Purple and Cream Shore Crabs, several Threespined Mangrove Crabs, and eight Sarmatium germaini, the last rarely seen above ground. The wet mud after the
freshly receded tide always proves excellent for feeding crabs.
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The Sarmatium germaini grows to 60 mm across its carapace and has interesting colouration

Purple and Cream Shore Crabs mating. Over 30 others of this species were nearby
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Bird Observers outing to 156 Winston Road Palmwoods.
Sunday was fine and relatively mild though as the morning progressed it became hotter and seemed more
humid. Maria welcomed thirteen members and friends to the property. Despite the dry Summer that we
have had, the property was looking good. Our morning commenced with a discussion regarding several
windfall birds’ nests that Maria had.
We then walked around the extensive garden area. Following morning tea we ventured through the wet
sclerophyll forest area to the Melaleuca swamp then returned to the house along the edge of the
neighbouring citrus orchard.
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Our first sighting for the day was a fox, casually crossing the road and entering another bushland area.
Apparently a frequent visitor to this area.
Birds:
Australian White Ibis, Straw-necked Ibis, Brown Goshawk, Spotted Dove, [H], Brown Cuckoo-Dove, Crested
Pigeon, Peaceful Dove, Bar-shouldered Dove, White-throated Needletail, Channel-billed Cuckoo, Shining
Bronze Cuckoo, [H], Laughing Kookaburra, Rainbow Bee-eater, [H], Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Rainbow
lorikeet, Scaly-breasted Lorikeet, Pale-headed Rosella, White-throated Treecreeper, Dusky Myzomela,
Noisy Friarbird, Blue-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Miner, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Striated Pardalote, [h], Whitebrowed Scrubwren, Large-billed Scrubwren, Brown Thornbill, Grey Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Varied
Triller, Australian Golden Whistler, Australasian Fifbird, Rufous Fantail, Spectacled Monarch, Black-faced
Monarch, Magpie-lark, Torresian crow, Eastern Yellow Robin.

Fox.

Others:
Saunders Case Moth.
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Butterflies:
Blue Triangle, Brown Ringlet, Lemon Migrant, Varied Dusky Blue, Common Crow, Monarch, Orchard
Swallowtail.
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Then there were some fungi although the weather has not been suitable.

We thank Maria for once again sharing her property with us.
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Calendar for 2019:
MEETINGS

ACTIVITIES
th

Thursday 28 February 0830h
Advisory Committee meeting

MARCH

Thursday 14th March 0800h
Management Committee
meeting

APRIL

Thursday 11th April 1900h
General Meeting

MAY

Thursday 9th May 0900h
Management Group meeting
Thursday 30th May 0830h
Advisory Committee meeting

JUNE

Thursday 13th June 1900h
General Meeting

Speaker: Wayne Boatwright “Fungi at the Maroochy Wetlands”
0800 Sunday 16th MWSSGI Bird Observers outing to 187 Lower
Landershute Road, Landers Shoot

JULY

Thursday 11th July 0800h
Management Committee
meeting

Friday 26th World Mangrove Conservation Day

AUGUST

Thursday 8th August 0830h
Management Committee
meeting
Thursday 29th August 0800h
Advisory Committee meeting

0800 Sunday 18th MWSSGI Bird Observers outing, venue TBA

SEPTEMBER

Thursday 12th September
1900h
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Bird Observers extended outing: YARRAMAN
Monday 16th September – Friday 20th September
Book early Yarraman Caravan Park and Cabins 1800 288 560

OCTOBER

Thursday 19th October 0800h
Management Committee
meeting

0730 Sunday 20th MWSSGI Bird Observers outing to Frizzo
Bushland Reserve, De Zen Road, Palmview

NOVEMBER

Thursday 14th November
1900h
General meeting
TBA: date/time Planning 2020
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FEBRUARY
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DECEMBER

TBA: date/time. Christmas
Social.

Speaker TBA
0730 Sunday 21st MWSSGI Bird Observers outing, Peachester.

0730 Sunday 15th MWSSGI Bird observers outing to Ewan
Maddock Dam, south west section, Gympie Street North,
Landsborough.
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