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UCA 
Newsletter of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group 

Inc. 

                  2019, no 05 June 

From our President. 

Our new banners have been purchased and they had their inaugural use at World 

Environment Day at Cottontree. They look very smart. 

The nesting boxes are in the process of being assembled and will soon be erected. 

Organisation is well advanced for our eco-hunt that will be held over the June school 

holidays from 29th June until 14th July. Numerous activities have been arranged to 

complement this activity. Further information is elsewhere in this newsletter. Assistance is 

required for the eco-hunt so if you are able to help during this time please let us know. 

The Pente Poets poetry reading trail is now at the Wetlands. Using your smart phone enjoy 

this addition to our special area. 

A very sucessful working bee was held on 15th June with eleven members helping. A great 

cleanout of the bunkers was achieved together with a “spring clean” of the office and 

meeting room. Thank you to all who gave of their time to make this such a success.  

Our meeting on Thursday evening commenced with Wayne Boatwright speaking about the 

environmentally significant areas within the Sunshine Coast council area and some of the 

fungi that have been found. For example,  the Queensland Herbarium holds the holotype 

specimen of Penicillum coccotrypicola that was collected from the Wetlands.  

Dr Sonia Marshall, Strategic Policy Officer, Sustainability, Sunshine Coast Council, explained 

the proposal for a UNESCO Biosphere nomination for the sunshine coast council region. 

Derek Foster , member and past president is a founding member of Landscape Band. They 

are currently touring community halls within the region. Members are attending the 

Yandina School of Arts performance on 20th July.  Come along and enjoy the evening. 

Booking details elsewhere in this newsletter  

Robin. 
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From the working bee Saturday 
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At the Sanctuary – May 2019 

Robyn Howard 

May brought sufficient rain to keep the sanctuary’s flora looking green and attractive, but 

unfortunately, it also meant the mosquitoes appreciated it too.  At least, that was until the last few 

days of the month when a couple of cold mornings brought their numbers down. 

 

Red-browed Finches were occupying the grasses along the roadside as well as the garden and 

vegetation on the upper side of the walk to the Melaleuca Forest.  Most of the birds kept under cover, 

just quietly squeaking to maintain contact with the others of the flock.  White-browed Scrubwrens hid 

in the garden Lomandras, again making just enough noise to continue communication with the family 

group.   

 

Australasian Figbirds flourished.  They usually are evident when fruit are abundant, but their food 

source was not evident.  Brown Honeyeaters, Shining Bronze-Cuckoos, Brown Thornbills and Golden 

Whistlers provided the music. 

   

 
Australasian Figbirds – male on left and female on right 

 

Butterflies displayed their colourful and rhythmical flight, more than had been apparent in recent 

months.  The Brown Ringlets had returned along with Large Grass-Yellow, Small Grass-Yellow, both 

Scarlet and Black Jezebels, Common Crow, Swamp and Blue Tigers, Lesser Wanderer, Varied Eggfly, 

Glasswing and more. 
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Different views of the Varied Eggfly 

It was peaceful in the transitional area between the Rainforest and the Melaleuca Forest.  Some of the 

vegetation which did not survive the very dry hot period and was brought down by death or strong 

winds had settled onto the forest floor and become part of the normal life-cycle of nature.  Nature 

knew about recycling and re-use long before modern humans tried to lessen our impact on the earth.  

The dead twigs, leaves, branches and vines had become refuges and food larders for many creatures, 

especially the tiny ones.  The woody refuse was being consumed by unsighted termites, borers, 
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weevils, other beetles and their larvae, and even insects such as hornets, wasps and ants.  Meanwhile, 

everything was being attacked by microorganisms including bacteria and fungi filaments, making the 

nutrition available for the surrounding plants.  Silent and unobtrusive, but so important. 

 
Scarlet Bracket Fungi on a fallen tree trunk 

Fallen flowers on the boardwalk revealed the blossoming of the Estuary Mistletoes high in the 

Melaleuca canopy, and they could also be found amongst the casuarinas and mangroves further along 

the walk.  The finer flowers of the Variable Mistletoe accompanied them in all three forests, bringing 

the Brown and Lewin’s Honeyeaters for the beautiful nectar.  Their prolific singing indicated their 

appreciation. 

 
Estuary Mistletoe in flower – an important resource for our birds 
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In the region past the Casuarina Forest where the Mangrove Ferns grow in more exposed areas, some 

pieces of the fern had separated from the parent plants and drifted on the tide to commence new 

clumps a few metres away.  Although looking robust and very green in the early stages, these clumps 

may not prosper in the long term without shelter.  In nature’s way, they have grasped an opportunity 

for new life, but in its harsh reality, nature may yet snatch that life away when conditions become less 

favourable. 

 

 
New plants of Mangrove Fern separated from the parent clump 

 

River Mangroves have completed their current fruiting season and broadcast their capsules to the 

vagaries of the tides.  They have been the most successful species in the sanctuary over the last 

decade, extending their coverage to new sites whilst losing very little of their previous cover.  The Grey 

Mangroves have continued their unusual fruit production.  After poor flowering earlier in the year, a 

surprising number of fruit resulted.  However many fruit were not retained on the trees until maturity 

and have dropped anywhere in size from about 5 mm upwards.  While this was occurring, some fruit 

grew quickly and matured to an almost normal size.  It is typical that many seedlings commence life in 

close proximity but do not survive to maturity due to overcrowding, lack of sunlight, and lack of 

nutrients, so a small recruitment of seedlings for a single year should not have a deleterious effect on 

plant population.  However, fauna which utilize the fallen fruit as food will have been missing out and 

deprived of the quality and quantity of this resource. 
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Some Grey Mangrove fruit are still tiny while others are well on their way to maturity 

 

On a day which was cool and undecided about being cloudy or sunny, a surprising number and variety 

of crabs were feeding on the muddy surface.  A few of the colony of Three-spined Mangrove Crabs 

which occupies the burrows under the Orange Mangroves beside the longer loop walk were warily 

scouting to assess safety.  Employing binoculars to view from a short distance did not disturb them.  

The whole bank of the waterway from upstream of the Bird Hide to where it enters the river was well 

populated by several crab species, dominated of course by the Orange-clawed Fiddler Crabs.  Not a 

single Pacific Blue-clawed Sentinel Crab was spotted, though they are more often in profusion in 

winter. 

 

 
A Scarlet Three-spined Mangrove Crab scouting near its burrow.  Notice the upright entrance of the 

burrow, different from most crabs which have an entrance flat on the surface of the mud. 
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This Semaphore Crab was doing a bit of tidying up inside his burrow. 

 

It is wonderful to know that although we may not see our nocturnal animals, they are still resident.  

George is assiduous in setting and monitoring the motion-activated camera and recording species 

identified.  Besides the nocturnal creatures, some of our more secretive birds become stars!  Recent 

results have included the Long-nosed Bandicoot, Short-eared Brushtail Possum, Short-beaked 

Echidna, Yellow-footed Antechinus, plus Noisy Pitta and Emerald Dove, two birds which are quite shy 

and not often seen at the sanctuary.  The vulnerable Water Mouse has been videoed moving mud to 

perform maintenance, taking leaves into the nesting chamber, and even eating crustaceans.  It is quite 

a noisy eater for such a small fellow! 

 

 
A Long-nosed Bandicoot on its nightly foraging.    Photo:  George Cowie 
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A Short-eared Brushtail Possum.  It is far less numerous than the Common Brushtail Possum. 

Photo:  George Cowie 

 

For so many reasons, this sanctuary is worth preserving – for its beauty, for its peaceful atmosphere, 

for its value to the river and its resources, for the diverse creatures which call it home, and for the 

range of vegetation which the various forests protect. 

Our major recycling agents. 

As mentioned briefly by Robyn, Saprophytic fungi are busy within the sanctuary and 

elsewhere breaking down and recycling dead plant and animal material and all types of 

organic waste matter. The saprophytic fungi get their nutrients by breaking down the lignin, 

cellulose or chitin. They reduce the accumulated dead organic material and enable the 

recycling of essential nutrients particularly carbon and nitrogen.  

                                               
            Cuboidal Brown rot                                                                    Stringy White rot 
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Brown rot fungi decompose wood by breaking down cellulose without eliminating lignin.  

White rot fungi use enzymes to oxidize the lignin then feed on the cellulose that is exposed 

by the removal of the lignin. The loss of lignin accounts for the bleaching of the rotten wood 

The fruiting bodies, the fungi, are commonly seen on dead wood and trees, leaf litter and 

animal dung. Old or unhealthy trees frequently have their heartwood consumed by fungi; a 

condition known as heart rot. The outer sapwood may remain intact; however, the tree is 

structurally weakened. 

Three examples of Saprophytic fungi:  

 
                          Daldinia concentrica on Grey Mangrove at John Oxley Reserve  

 

 

           
 

                               Cymatoderma elegans and Cypotrama aspratum at the Wetlands  
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World Environment Day Festival, June 3, 2019 

 

The trailer was taken to Cotton Tree Park and our display set up by Derek Foster, 

JoAnne foster, Deb Wedmaier and John Tealby. Other helpers on the day 

included John Tucker, Carole Lowde and Eva. 

A children’s activity was made available. This involved making a triarama 

featuring the Rhizohora Stylosa and the Orange-clawed Fiddler Crab, with 

explanation of why the mangrove root system was important to both the river and 

the creatures who use it. Finished triaramas were then glued onto a mangrove 

root mural, which was beautifully drawn by Heather Tucker and displayed on the 

side of the trailer. 

Approximately 70 Information Bags were handed out. 

Each bag held a brochure and membership form for our group, a ‘how to get 

there’ flyer, a magnet or pen, a business card, a Living Smart sticker, a 

Resident’s Environment Information Kit cd, a Marine Fish Habitat activity booklet, 

an Eco-Hunt flyer, an Eco River Rides flyer and a Pente Poet flyer. 

Although the day was interrupted by rain, it was still a very successful venture 

with a lot of people attending. 

Debra. 

 
                  The trailer and our new banners insitu. 
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Children’s activities. 
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Past president Derek Foster is a founding member of this Band. Maroochy Wetlands  

members will be attending the Yandina performance on the 20th July. Everyone is 

welcome to join us on this evening. Please make your own booking. We look forward 

to having you join us. 
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The eco-hunt is on again this year during the June school holidays. 
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Bird Observers outing, Sunday 16th June. 

It was another bright June day full of sunshine though it did cloud over towards 

lunchtime. Fifteen members and friends enjoyed the walks around three properties 

towards the end of Lower Landershute Road. It was interesting to note the 

vegetation growth that has occurred in the early months of this year with the constant 

light rain that we had.  

  
                               Petrie Creek at Lower Landershute Road. 
 

 

 

                                                 Along the track 
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Birds: 

Australian Wood Duck, Australian Brush-turkey, Brown Quail, Australasian Grebe, 

White-faced Heron, Little Pied Cormorant, Australian Pied Cormorant, Purple 

Swamphen, Dusky Moorhen, Masked Lapwing, White-headed Pigeon, Spotted 

Dove, Brown Cuckoo-Dove, Crested Pigeon, Peaceful Dove [Heard], Bar-shouldered 

Dove, Topknot Pigeon, Shining Bronze Cuckoo [Heard], Fan-tailed Cuckoo [Heard], 

Laughing Kookaburra, Azure Kingfisher, Rainbow Bee-eater, Yellow-tailed Black 

Cockatoo, Rainbow Lorikeet, Pale-headed Rosella, Australian King Parrot, Noisy 

Pitta [Heard], Satin Bowerbird, Variegated Fairywren, Red-backed Fairywren, Dusky 

Honeyeater, Scarlet Honeyeater, Eastern Spinebill. Little Friarbird, Noisy Friarbird, 

Blue-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Miner, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Striated Pardalote, White-

browed Scrubwren, Brown Thornbill, Eastern Whipbird [Heard], Grey Butcherbird, 

Pied Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Pied Currawong, Black-faced Cuckooshrike, 

Australian Golden Whistler, Australasian Figbird, Olive-backed Oriole, 

Willie Wagtail [Heard], Grey Fantail, Rufous Fantail, Magpie-lark, Torresian Crow, 

Eastern Yellow Robin [Heard], Rose Robin, Welcome Swallow, Silvereye, Red-

browed Finch, Double-barred Finch.   [60] 

 
The intricate work of a leaf cutting bee on native ginger. 

 

Thanks to Trish and Richard, Giesler and Nicki for allowing us to see their properties. 

Judith 

Calendar for 2019: 
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 MEETINGS  

JUNE  June 29th to July 14th, every day.  

Eco-hunt at the Sanctuary 

   

JULY Thursday 11th July 0800h 

Management Committee 

meeting 

Friday July 12th, Eco Hunt Cruise 0900am 

Friday 26th July World Mangrove Conservation Day 

 

 

AUGUST  

Thursday 8th August 0800h 

Management Committee 

meeting 

Thursday 29th August 0830h 

Advisory Committee meeting 

4th August Coolum and North Shore Coastal Care Discovery Day 

wetlands Walk. 

 

0800 Sunday 18th August MWSSGI Bird Observers outing, venue 

TBA 

 

SEPTEMBER Thursday 12th September 

1900h 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Bird Observers 

September 16th to 20th Extended outing Yarraman 

 

OCTOBER Thursday 10th October 0800h 

Management Committee 

meeting 

Thursday 10th October Indigenous Perspectives training.1000am 

0730 Sunday 20th October MWSSGI Bird Observers outing, venue 

Palmview 

 

NOVEMBER Thursday 14th November 

1900h 

General meeting 

TBA: date/time. Planning for 

2020. 

Thursday 28th November 

0830h 

Advisory Committee meeting.  

 

 

DECEMBER TBA: date/time. Christmas 

Social. 

 

0730 Sunday 15th December MWSSGI Bird observers outing, 

venue Landsborough 

 For any further information regarding calendar events please contact us at the Wetlands. 

Further information will be added as it becomes available. 
  

PHOTOGRAPHS in this issue from Robyn Howard, Debra Wedmaier, Wayne Boatwright, Judith 

Hewett and George Cowie 
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