
 Email: mwssgi@gmail.com                                                                             webpage www.marcoochywetlandssupport.org.a 

      This project has been assisted through the Sunshine Coast Council Grants  

P
ag

e1
 

P
ag

e1
 

UCA 
Newsletter of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group 

Inc. 

                  2019, no 04 

From our President. 

We have ordered new display banners which we will use at functions that we attend such as 

the upcoming World Environment Day. We will have the trailer set up at Maroochydore 

Rotary Park, Cotton Tree on Sunday 2nd June. Be sure to visit us there between 10am and 

5pm. This is always an excellent day out. 

Bruce Fisher has produced the first of our habitat boxes for the Sanctuary. These will be 

placed within the Sanctuary by the Sunshine Coast Council. Further boxes are planned. As 

you may be aware the original boxes that were placed many years ago have fallen into 

disrepair. 

We are having bookmarks and stickers produced for distribution as advertising for the 

Wetlands. 

There will be a working Bee on Saturday 15th June. This is to tidy up the grounds around the 

visitor centre and to clean out the bunker storage areas. 

Our speaker for the general meeting on June 13th will be Wayne Boatwright, president of 

the Queensland Mycological Society. He will be speaking on the fungi that have been found 

at the Wetlands and lodged at the Queensland Herbarium. 

Robin. 
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At the Sanctuary – April 2019 

Robyn Howard 

Was it autumn, or was it spring?  The new growth on so many plants and the loud ubiquitous birdsong 

radiated the energy of spring days.  The extensive generous rainfall was lifeblood to the sanctuary and 

its flora and fauna, making such a contrast to the previous month. 

 

Peaceful Doves, Laughing Kookaburras, Scarlet Honeyeaters and Grey Shrike-thrush were on or beside 

the road, and Double-barred Finches were feeding in the productive seeding grasses.   The carpark 

often provides great birding and some days in April were incredibly good.  Top of the list would be 

eight male Golden Whistlers chasing through the trees and competing in song.  (Another eight males 

and two females were sighted in the melaleucas and riverside mangroves that same day.)  Brown 

Cuckoo-Doves, Brown Thornbills, Shining Bronze-Cuckoos, a Fantail Cuckoo and Spectacled Monarchs 

joined the chorus and the Varied Trillers had returned.  On the other side of the garden, near the 

shelter, Little Shrike-thrush, Grey Fantails (they seemed to be all along the walks), Mistletoebirds, and 

Silvereyes were enjoying the insects from the foliage.  Unfortunately, they must not favour 

mosquitoes as their numbers have been as high as they were many years ago prior to any treatments 

being administered. 

  
One of the Double-barred Finches and one of many Golden Whistlers (male) seen in the carpark 

 

The long hot dry weather claimed another victim.  The Pink Euodia which provided glorious pink 

displays overhanging the concrete walkway succumbed and fell across the track.  Even mature trees 

cannot always cope.  The flowering of the Flooded Gums made a nighttime feast for Grey-headed 

Flying Foxes, moths, and Blossom Bats, and honeyeaters frequented them during the day. 

 

The Parsonsia vines flowered well and Scrambling Lily was producing blossom towards the end of the 

month.  The Mangrove Vines had a real growth spurt. 
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Flowers of the Scrambling Lily 

Progressing into the Melaleuca Forest, it seemed every species had bright new growth – Mangrove 

Fern, Parsonsia, Climbing Maidenhair, Supplejack, Coastal Boobialla, young Acacias, and the Cotton 

Trees.  The Four-coloured Milk-Vine Bugs were still present along with the usual bees, beetles, and so 

on, but very few butterflies.  A couple of Soft-winged Flower Beetles were on fresh leaves.  It is 

interesting to observe how the membranous flight wings are carefully folded to fit under the 

protection of the elytra, the hardened outer wings.  The elytra are extremely short, leaving much of 

the soft abdomen unprotected.  An unusual visitor was a young Black-Spotted Semi-Slug (Macularion 

aquila) which has been seen in the rainforest on a few occasions, but not in the Melaleuca forest.  The 

shell of this creature is so small that it is more like a cap than a structure to retreat into. 

 
The Soft-winged Flower Beetle 
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Black-spotted Semi-slug.  It is not easy to distinguish the shell. 

Most of the fruit of the River Mangroves had fallen.  The Orange Mangroves had flowered but 

hypocotyls were not yet forming.  Milky Mangroves were still fruiting well.  The Grey Mangroves 

whose flowering was so disrupted by the heat and lack of rain had eventually produced fruit, but much 

was dropping when only a few millimetres in size. 

 

Since the young mangroves have grown in what used to be virtual “desert”, it has been difficult to find 

Two-toned Fiddler Crabs which once inhabited that region.  Their colony has been pushed further from 

the boardwalk (they need open area) and tends to be hidden by fallen trees and the young vegetation, 

so it is a real joy to be there when the crabs are out feeding in the right position to be spotted – just a 

few, but enough to prove the colony is still active. 
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Two-toned Fiddler Crab – It is quite different from the more common Orange-clawed Fiddler Crab 

It was a perfect day for finding crabs, lots of species and just about all as prolific as could be imagined.  

The Marine Couch was thick and healthy, the best it had been in many years.  The crab-viewing 

platform was the ideal site to rest and observe.  Besides the crabs, the bird activity was wonderful.  

The Grey Shrike-thrush provided beautiful melody, the Mangrove Gerygones warbled softly, the 

Rufous Whistler sang, the Collared Kingfisher’s “keek-keek-keek” rang out, the Azure Kingfisher flew 

along the waterway just above the surface, more Grey Fantails flitted about, and the Shining 

Flycatchers hid amongst the mangroves, but grating and buzzing made their presence known.  The 

female is a specialist at hiding and seems to make a hobby of teasing visitors. 

 
A Maroon Mangrove Crab feeding near female and male Orange-clawed Fiddler Crabs 
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There were many more Broad-fronted Mangrove Crabs than are usually seen 

The pleasure was suddenly disrupted by the low flight of the FA18 Super Hornet.  Such din!  Absolutely 

deafening for a few seconds, but what a sight.  The amazing thing was that the wildlife was not 

disturbed at all.  The crabs continued to feed and jostle one another, and the bird calls continued 

unabated.  After a couple of moments, the peace and serenity continued again in the mangroves.   

 
The only Barred Mudskipper seen for the morning just near the crab-viewing platform.  This fellow 

was only about 40 mm long. 

 
These strange tracks were made by Estuarine Slugs near the “ballroom”.  They syphon the surface 

mud as they feed. 

mailto:mwssgi@gmail.com


 Email: mwssgi@gmail.com                                                                             webpage www.marcoochywetlandssupport.org.a 

      This project has been assisted through the Sunshine Coast Council Grants  

P
ag

e7
 

P
ag

e7
 

 
The Collared Kingfisher in mangroves near the crab-viewing platform 
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Bird Outing – Cahill’s Scrub Bushland Reserve, Peachester – 21st April 2019 

 

Our group seems fated to strike rainy weather when we schedule an outing to this interesting site – 

two successive years.  Tracks head off through rainforest and reveal varying habitat including “Land 

for Wildlife” properties, a stream, a dam and open paddocks.  Unfortunately, two favourite tracks 

were completely inaccessible due to standing water.  Eight participants used the tracks where we were 

able to walk and later looked at a separate site in Cemetery Road, Crohamhurst.  At both sites, tall 

trees and the poor light conditions made identifications very difficult or impossible, but at least the 

frogs were happy. 

 

Pam and Robyn did a “recce” the week before and had a wonderful time with lots of birds on show, 

but in the heavily overcast showery weather, we were unable to find anywhere near the numbers.  

However, it was obviously a site worth return visits. 

 

One of the lovely experiences was watching a Restless Flycatcher hovering over a paddock, chasing 

insects.  It is unusual to see them out in an open area and hovering low for so long, and we all enjoyed 

the sight.  Its mate remained in the trees, but its fascinating songs were equally delightful.  While we 

sat and had our cuppa and a snack, the local Variegated Fairy-wrens entertained us.  They were quite 

relaxed about our getting closer to watch them and laugh at their antics.  They discovered water above 

the bonnet of the car and lined up for drinks, but they were disturbed by rivals they found in the 

exterior mirror.  They kept fluttering about and attacking to scare them off, but were never successful!  

At least six birds, mostly males in eclipse plumage, took part. 

 

Birds:  Wandering Whistling Duck, Pacific Black Duck, Little Black Cormorant, Purple Swamphen, 

Masked Lapwing, Spotted Dove, Brown Cuckoo-Dove(h), Crested Pigeon, Peaceful Dove, Bar-

shouldered Dove, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Laughing Kookaburra, Rainbow Bee-eater, Yellow-tailed Black-

Cockatoo, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Rainbow Lorikeet, Satin Bowerbird, White-throated 

Treecreeper, Variegated Fairy-wren, Scarlet Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, Little Friarbird, Noisy 

Friarbird, White-throated Honeyeater, Little Wattlebird, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Spotted Pardalote(h), 

Striated Pardalote, White-browed Scrubwren, Brown Thornbill, Striated Thornbill(h), Eastern 

Whipbird, Grey Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Pied Currawong, Australian Golden Whistler, Rufous 

Whistler, Little Shrike-thrush, Australasian Figbird, Olive-backed Oriole(h), Willie Wagtail, Grey Fantail, 

Rufous Fantail(h), Magpie-lark, Restless Flycatcher, Torresian Crow, Eastern Yellow Robin, Welcome 

Swallow, Silvereye, Mistletoebird, Red-browed Finch, Double-barred Finch. 

Other Fauna: Wallum Froglet, Beeping Froglet, Striped Marsh Frog, Red-necked Wallaby 

Crohamhurst Birds: Whistling Kite, Laughing Kookaburra, Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Sulphur-

crested Cockatoo(h), White-throated Treecreeper, Scarlet Honeyeater(h), Brown Honeyeater (h), 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Miner, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Spotted Pardalote(h), Large-billed 

Scrubwren(h), Eastern Whipbird(h), Pied Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Pied Currawong, Common 

Cicadabird(h), Australian Golden Whistler, Australasian Figbird, Grey Fantail, Magpie-lark, Torresian 

Crow 

 

Thanks to Valda McLean for the following photos. 
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The glorious tranquility of the dam within the forest. 

 

    
The male Mistletoebird plucked a    The Variegated Fairy-wrens chasing off  

  Mistletoe fruit ready to eat     the enemies! 
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Mycena roseilignicola growing on Melaleuca quinquenervia has recently been correctly 

identified by DNA analysis. These fungi can be found in the Wetlands Sanctuary each year. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Photographs copyright Wayne Boatwright. 
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Calendar for 2019: 

 MEETINGS ACTIVITIES 

MAY Thursday 30th May 0830h 

Advisory Committee meeting 

 

 

JUNE  

 

  

Thursday 13th June 1900h 

General Meeting              

Sunday 2nd June 10am – 5pm at Maroochydore Rotary Park, 

Cotton Tree, 

 

Speaker: Wayne Boatwright, President Queensland Mycological 

Society, will speak on the Fungi that have been found at the 

Sanctuary. 

Saturday 15th June. Working Bee at the Sanctuary 

0800 Sunday 16th MWSSGI Bird Observers outing, Landershute 

June 29th to July 14th Eco hunt 

 

JULY Thursday 11th July 0800h 

Management Committee 

meeting 

Friday July 12th, Eco Hunt Cruise 

Friday 26th July World Mangrove Conservation Day 

 

 

AUGUST  

Thursday 8th August 0800h 

Management Committee 

meeting 

Thursday 29th August 0830h 

Advisory Committee meeting 

4th August Coolum and North Shore Coastal Care Discovery Day 

wetlands Walk. 

 

0800 Sunday 18th August MWSSGI Bird Observers outing, venue 

TBA 

 

SEPTEMBER Thursday 12th September 

1900h 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Bird Observers 

September 16th to 20th Extended outing Yarraman 

 

OCTOBER Thursday 10th October 0800h 

Management Committee 

meeting 

Thursday 10th October Indigenous Perspectives training. 

0730 Sunday 20th October MWSSGI Bird Observers outing, venue 

Palmview 

 

NOVEMBER Thursday 14th November 

1900h 

General meeting 

TBA: date/time. Planning for 

2020. 

Thursday 28th November 

0830h 
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Advisory Committee meeting.  

 

DECEMBER TBA: date/time. Christmas 

Social. 

 

0730 Sunday 15th December MWSSGI Bird observers outing, 

venue Landsborough 

 For any further information regarding calendar events please contact us at the Wetlands. 

Further information will be added as it becomes available. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo: Robyn Howard. 

 

 

Tremella mesenterica, Yellow Brain, this jelly fungus appears each year on the 

Mangroves. It is one of the three Tremella sp. that are found in the Wetlands 
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