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UCA 
Newsletter of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group 

Inc. 

                  2019, no 06 July 

From our President. 

The Eco Hunt, which has been running since 27th June, finished on Sunday 14th 

July. The prizes will be awarded at a ceremony on Thursday 1st August. There 

has been excellent attendances at the workshops that have been organised by 

council staff over the school holiday period to coincide with the Eco Hunt. 

Thank you to council staff and wetlands volunteers who have given of their 

time to support these activities at the wetlands. 

All the habitat boxes have been delivered and assembled. Following painting 

they will be installed around the Wetlands. 

Our ongoing problem with feral foxes in close to a satisfactory resolution. 

Recently a section of our boundry fence has been damged and this has allowed 

access to the sanctuary by a number of cattle. Apparently at this time of year 

they are partial to including the grey mangrove fruit in their diet. We hope to 

have repairs to the fence made soon. 

International Mangrove Day is on 26th July this year. Take the time and check 

out the wonderful mangroves at the Sanctuary.  

 

Robin. 
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MAROOCHY WETLANDS SANCTUARY ADVISORY GROUP 

Ever since the commencement of the Sanctuary as a formal entity, management of it has had a three 

partner system comprising Council (initially Maroochy Shire Council) as the owner along with the 

Sunshine Coast Environmental Education group ( based at the Sanctuary) and the Maroochy 

Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group. 

Meetings held regularly through each year are attended by representatives of each partner. Mostly 

issues of maintenanace and site development are discussed. 

This year however some of the matters discussed and projects planned are quite strategic. For 

example at the most recent meeting on 30 May we were addressed by a team from Sunshine Coast 

University who spoke about indigenous land management and interaction of groups like ours with 

local First Nations people and parallels were drawn with the Canadian experience. In addition Gillian 

Smith (Sunshine Coast Council) spoke about current Council planning for a strategy to address long 

term coastal hazards such as storm damage and rising sea levels. 

As may be seen in the photo below, our large screen TV fills a very useful role in such presentations. 

Some of the participants below are, from left to right: 

Justine Marechal, Lisa Ryan, Tristan Pearce, Robin Skett, John Tucker, Gillian Smith and Karen 

Holmes. 
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At the Sanctuary – June 2019 

Robyn Howard 

The Willie Wagtails were out in force, each bird doing its rhythmical dance and singing its cheery song 

– eight birds in all!  The usual avian friends greeted visitors along the roadside – Eastern Yellow Robins, 

Grey Shrike-thrush, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Grey Fantails – plus a Spangled Drongo and a Forest 

Kingfisher.  Several water birds were at the road-side dam and a single Little Pied Cormorant perched 

unmoving above the farm dam. 

 

 
This Little Pied Cormorant sat on the same branch above the dam for hours 

 

Numerous swirling columns of wee flying insects were along the roadway and along the earlier parts 

of the walk – passing through them was not an appealing experience.  There were both small termites 

and tiny flying ants.  The time and conditions must have been right for both species to venture out to 

meet mates and commence new colonies.  Perhaps the unusually warm and damp conditions 

contributed to their emergence. 

 

The carpark and early part of the walkway always seem to provide good bird observations.  The 

Striated Pardalotes were calling as it was breeding season for them, and a pair of White-bellied 

Cuckoo-shrikes called before landing in one of the Eucalypts.  They did not stay long, but were replaced 

by Rainbow Bee-eaters.  A Noisy Friarbird and a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo chased insects while Scarlet 

and Brown Honeyeaters foraged for nectar.  Golden Whistlers seemed more intent on chasing one 

another!  Just below the garden, Spectacled Monarchs, Little Shrike-thrush and a Little Friarbird flitted 

about.  As well as their usual locations in and near the Melaleuca Forest, the White-throated 

Treecreepers also called from within the Rainforest, while the Red-browed Finches foraged in the 

grass on the verges.  Although it was full daylight, lots of Katydids were calling, or rather, stridulating.  
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A male Striated Pardalote.  Calling may have been to claim a territory or to contact a mate. 

  

The Coastal Boobialla flowered beautifully:  not showily, but the flowers are just so attractive if time 

is taken to look closely.  Rufous Fantails hid in the Mangrove Ferns, a great place to find insects.  The 

Scrambling Clerodendrum did not know what it was supposed to be doing – it had flowers, buds, and 

fruit, some new growth, but the 9-Spotted Leaf Beetles were feasting on the foliage, and a Black 

Jezebel caterpillar was chomping away also.  That was unusual as those butterflies almost invariably 

lay their eggs on mistletoes, especially in the mangrove areas. 
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The Black Jezebel larva above was photographed on another occasion or a mistletoe leaf. 

 

White Ibis are often noticed on the mud flats looking for crabs, but a couple were disturbed on the 

wet ground amongst the casuarinas.  They were obviously intent on their activity as they received a 

shock on seeing a visitor, and crashed into tree-trunks and branches in their panic to fly away.   

The Estuary and Variable Mistletoes which flowered in May continued to blossom, along with the 

Needle-leaf Mistletoe, so the tiny honeyeaters were finding food through the Melaleuca, Casuarina 

and Mangrove areas where they all flourish.  Mistletoebirds were present, but they were feeding on 

insects.  A very handsome Green Tent Spider (Cyrtophora moluccensis) had built a web on the side of 

the boardwalk. 

 
Needle-leaf Mistletoe in flower 
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Green Tent Spider in her web beside the boardwalk 

 

Nearing the Bird Hide, Mangrove Gerygone song was wafting on the breeze, sweet and gentle.  Beside 

the Bird Hide, on a Grey Mangrove overhanging the water, a Royal Spoonbill endeavoured to get its 

plumage back into respectable condition.  How could it get itself so grubby!  Covered in mud, and the 

spatulate bill is not exactly designed for removing mud from plumage.  It spent ages working at the 

task, but did not seem to make much improvement in its appearance. 

 

 

 
No wonder the Royal Spoonbill was hiding out in the mangroves!  Not a pretty sight! 
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In the mangroves was a pair of Sacred Kingfishers, separated, but keeping contact with calls back and 

forth.  A Grey Shrike-Thrush was singing some of its wonderful songs, but stayed hidden.  The Eastern 

Great Egret strode purposefully along the bank, then posed stationary, waiting for an opportunity to 

fish.  Eventually, its head darted at the water, but unsuccessfully on this occasion.  A male Australasian 

Darter sat quietly at the end of the Crab-viewing Platform, unwilling to move unnecessarily as though 

it were unwell.   

 

 
The male Australasian Darter.  It stayed in this area for a couple of days. 

 

Lots of molluscs fed on the surface of the wet mud, and as is often the case at the right time of the 

tides, the banks were home to hundreds and hundreds of feeding crabs.  A single male Yellow-clawed 

Fiddler and a Sunburst Fiddler were on the surface, along with the more common Orange-clawed 

Fiddlers, Maroon Mangrove Crabs, Furry-clawed Crabs, Red-fingered Marsh Crabs, Semaphore Crabs, 

etc. 
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Male Sunburst Fiddler Crab scooping mud to extract food on the surface 

 

On the return towards the car-park, there was movement in the Mangrove Fern beside the beginning 

of the long loop of the boardwalk.  It took patience to really identify the creatures as they kept mostly 

well hidden, with just the fronds moving.  Finally, a Rufous Fantail became visible, and then the male 

Shining Flycatcher, but just for a second.  More waiting, and then the female Shining Flycatcher flashed 

out into the open then back, but at least she repeated the flight a few times.  This is almost as far from 

the river as they venture and it is always a real thrill to have a sighting of them. 

 

 
Spangled Drongo hiding in foliage 
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This Lewin’s Honeyeater behaved more like a treecreeper! 

 

 
What a grub!   It really was no wonder this bird did not want to be seen! 
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International Mangrove Day -26th July 2019 
The Values of Mangroves 

Stabilisation of banks 

Entrapment of silt and soils 

Flood mitigation 

Resting and sheltering sites for shorebirds 

Roosting, feeding and breeding sites for other birds 

Habitat for mammals, including flying foxes and microbats 

Habitat for crustaceans (crabs, prawns, etc.) 

Habitat for molluscs and worms 

Habitat for spiders and insects 

Habitat for reptiles 

Nursery for commercial and recreational fishery 

Feeding and protection for fish during inundation 

Carbon sequestration in plants and soil 

 Recent studies at the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary have shown that 

mangrove areas are far more efficient than any other forest type! 

 

 
 

 

Celebrate the day with a walk through our own Mangrove shrubland! 
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School holiday fun at the Wetlands. 

We were lucky to have Michelle Gleeson presenting on Insects during the holiday 

period. The young participants found lots of insects including some that were 

extremely small. This was an excellent presentation. 

 

 
Michelle showing a display case of different insects. 

 
Michelle explaining the difference between insect orders. 
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The next Bird Observers outing is to 99A Beerburrum Road, Donnybrook on 

Sunday 25th August at 8am. 

This month we are returning to a private working cattle property with lovely bush 

areas and wonderful dams.  Shirley has invited us to enjoy the birdlife of the area.   

The recommended route is via Exit 157 from the Bruce Highway. Once on 

Pummicestone Road, it is 6.2 klms to the Donnybrook Road turnoff.   Travel 3 klms 

on Donnybrook Road, then turn left into Burke Road (there is a small sign to 

Beerburrum).  Take the first turn left (maybe 100 metres along) into Beerburrum-

Donnybrook Road.  Travel about 1 klm to the second house on the left, number 99A. 

This is a large property with a variety of distinct habitat areas.  

Your GPS may ask you to exit earlier and travel through forestry areas. Take exit 

163 from Bruce Highway and turn left onto Donnybrook Road. This road very soon 

becomes gravel and can be quite slippery when wet. The gravel surface continues 

for 6kms then becomes metal, continue a very short distance, Number 99A is on the 

right. 

 

 
my contact is 0417 775 974 

If necessary, please leave a message, I will return your call, Judith. 
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 MEETINGS  

JULY  Saturday 20th July Landscape Band Concert Yandina School of Arts. 

Friday 26th July World Mangrove Conservation Day 

 

AUGUST  

Thursday 29th August 0830h 

Advisory Committee meeting 

4th August Coolum and North Shore Coastal Care Discovery Day 

Wetlands Walk. 

 

0800 Sunday 25th August MWSSGI Bird Observers outing, at 99A 

Donnybrook Road  

 

SEPTEMBER Thursday 12th September 

1900h 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Bird Observers 

September 16th to 20th Extended outing Yarraman 

 

OCTOBER Thursday 10th October 0800h 

Management Committee 

meeting 

Thursday 10th October Indigenous Perspectives training.1000am 

0730 Sunday 20th October MWSSGI Bird Observers outing, venue 

Frizzo Road Palmview 

 

NOVEMBER Thursday 14th November  

General meeting 

 Planning for 2020. 

Thursday 28th November 

0830h 

Advisory Committee meeting.  

 

 

DECEMBER TBA: date/time. Christmas 

Social. 

 

0730 Sunday 15th December MWSSGI Bird observers outing, 

venue Landsborough 

 For any further information regarding calendar events please contact us at the Wetlands. 

 

Further information will be added as it becomes available. 
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